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Samuel Pinanski, Brookline, Mass. 
Application January 13, 1948, Serial No. 2,093 

Cairns. 
1. - 

is invention relates to Water color paint 
boxes. 
Among the desirable features of a water color 

paint box are (i) an adequate supply of clean 
'water, (ii) an easily accessible open topped re 
ceptacle to hold water for use in mixing colors, 
"washing brushes, etc., (iii) a plurality of pans 
for holding the most frequently used paint mix 
tures, (iv) a device for holding brushesse that 
they are readily accessible and do not become 
mislaid or soiled by falling on the ground, (v) a 
plurality of paint receptacles for the paints and 
tví) a holder for the paint receptacles which pre 
vents the colors from running from receptacle 
to receptacle during use and which is so con 
structed that the areas which surround the re 
ceptacles may be speedily cleaned whenever they 
become soiled. 
tobjects of this invention are to provide an im 

proved paint box which combines all of the fore 
going desirable features and also to provide one 
in which as many of them as are desired may be 
combined. 
Another object is to provide a shield plate 

which forms the areas between the paint re 
ceptacles and which may be quickly moved up 
wardly free of the receptacles for cleaning and 
thereafter as rapidly returned to its normal posi 
tion wherein its surface forms the areas between 
the walls of the paint receptacles. 
A further object is to provide a water con 

tainer which is built into or attached to the paint 
box and which is provided with a neck extend 
ing outwardly from one wall of the box. 

Further objects are to provide a water cup 
which is detachably secured to one wall of the 
box, to detachably secure the cup to the box so 
that the interior of the cup conceals and pro 
tects the neck of the water container, and to pro 
vide a member on the cup for holding a brush or 
brushes. 
Other objects are to provide a novel and effi 

cient paint box which is compact and which is 
economical to manufacture. 

Further objects will be apparent from a con 
sideration of the following description and the 
accompanying drawings wherein two embodi 
ments of the invention are shown for the purpose 
of illustration. 

In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a plan view of a paint box embodying 

this invention, the cover being open and the 
watercupiremoved and ready for use; 

1Fig. 2 is an enlarged front elevation of the 
box of Fig, 1 with the cover closed and the cup 

2 
in place at one end of the box, the box as thus 
assembled being ready for transportation; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged, partial section on the 
line 3-3 of Fig. 1 but with the water cup detach 

is ably secured to one end of the box; 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged end elevation looking from 

right to left at Fig. 1, as indicated by the ar. 
rows :- 

Fig. 5 is an end elevation looking from left to 
10 right at Fig. 1 with parts broken away and with 

the paint receptacle shield plate rotated up 
Wardly away from the receptaclesin one position 
for cleaning and the endslide removed to expose 
a Storage chamber located beneath the paint 

lis receptacles, and 
Fig. 6 is an enlarged end elevation view sim. 

ilar to Fig. 5 but with parts broken away and 
shown in Section and showing the shield plate 
hinged to the paint receptacle tray instead of to 
the front wall of the box. 

Referring to the embodiment illustrated in 
FigS. 1 to 5 inclusive, the box comprises a cover 
iO, Side walls and f2, end walls f3 and 4 and 
a botton wall 5, each of which may be made of 
'metal, Synthetic resin or other suitable material. 
The cover to is pivotally secured to the upper 
sedge of the rear wall f2 by hinges 6, and it is di 
vided into the customary paint mixing pans f, 
18 and 9 by the raised ridge members 20 and 2 

30 (Fig. ). 
A clasp is formed from a piece of wire which 

is circular in cross section by bending it to pro 
wide the parallel horizontal members 22 and 23 
iconnected together by the cross member 24. The 

35 horizontal member 22 is slidably received in two 
cylindrical passages provided by the bent por 
tions along the upper end of the strap members 
25 and 26, the end bent portion 27 preventing 
complete withdrawal thereof. The straps 25 and 

40 26 are secured to the front wall I of the box. 
The strap 29 is secured to the cover G and it 
is provided with a bent portion along its lower-end 
which forms a cylindrical passage adapted slid 
ably to receive the horizontal member 23 of the clasp. As shown in Fig. 2, the clasp is locked 
When the member 23 is located in the passage.cii 
the meniber 29, thereby holding the cover closed. 
The clasp is unlocked by sliding the clasp from 
left to right (looking at Fig. 2) until the mem 
ber 23 is completely withdrawn from the passage 
of the member 29 whereupon the cover may be 
opened. For clarity of illustration, in Fig. , 
fafter withdrawing the member 23 from said pas 
'sage it has been moved forwardly and downward 
ly to a position directly in front of the member 
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The carrying handle 3 is pivotally mounted on 
the side wall . 
A flange 32 is secured to the box end wall 4 

by the inturned portion 33 (Figs. 3 and 4). A 
clean water container is formed by the Space in 
the box below the horizontal partition 35. The 
partition 35 is formed as Shown in Fig. 3 by an 
extension of the end wall 4 which is bent in 
wardly and outwardly to form the member 36, 
then inwardly and outwardly to form the mem 
ber 37, then inwardly to form the partition 35. 
The edges of the horizontal partition 35 are 
welded, soldered or otherwise sealed to the side 
walls and t2 and the end wall i3 So that the 
chamber formed between it and the bottom wall 
f5 is fiuid-tight. A neck 38 is secured to the end 
wall f4 and its outer end is provided with an 
exteriorly threaded portion adapted to receive 
the interiorly threaded portion of the cap 39. 
The flange 32 serves to protect the neck from 
accidental blows as well as detachably to receive 
a water cup as described below. 
The water cup 40 comprises a, bottom 4 and 

side walls 42, 43, 44 and 45. The side walls are 
preferably made of a somewhat resilient material 
such as steel for example, and are provided with 
inwardly extending ridges 46 which engage the 
outer faces of the flange 32 detachably to hold 
the cup adjacent to the end of the paint box. 
In such position the cup side wall 45 forms an 
extension of the box side wall , the cup side 
Wall 44 forms an extension of the box botton 
wall 5, the cup side wall 43 forms an extension 
of the box side wall 2 and the cup side wall 42 
forms an extension of the cover top Wall as shown : 
in Figs. 1 and 2. 
The cup is provided with a flange 47 extending 

inwardly from the side wall 42 and this flange as 
illustrated is provided with a downwardly de 
pending partition member 49 which engages the 
top portion of the flange 32 when the cup is in 
place thereon. A series of perforations 48 are 
provided in the flange 47 and each of them is 
adapted loosely to receive the handle of a paint 
brush so as to hold the brush in a vertical position 
when the cup is detached and resting upon its 
bottom as shown in Fig. 1. 
A pair of inwardly extending horizontal rails 

50 and 5 (Fig. 5) are provided on the box side 
wall and these rails are in the same horizontal 
lines as the inwardly extending portions 36 and 37 
of the box end wall 4. A similar pair of in 
Wardly extending horizontal rails 52 and 53 are 
provided on the box side Wall 2. 
A horizontal tray is formed by the superimposed 

members 55 and 56 which are secured together in 
face to face relationship. The tray member 55 is 
'provided with a plurality of depressed portions. 57 
in which the bottoms of the paint pots or recep 
tacles 58 are secured. The tray member 56 is 
provided With a plurality of perforations, the 
edges of which Snugly engage the side walls of 
the paint pots 58 as shown in Fig. 3. 
... The outer end of the tray member 55 is bent 
upwardly to provide the flange 60 (Fig. 3) and 
the upper edge of the box end member 3 is bent 
downwardly to provide the flange 6. The slide 
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62 is provided withinwardly bent flanges 63 and 
64 which are slidably received by the flanges 60 
and 6 respectively. A hasp 65 provided with a 
hinge 66 is Secured to one end of the slide 62. 
The slot of the hasp is adapted to receive the 
staple 6 (Fig. 1) and the slide thus may be locked 
in place by a padlock (not shown). 
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tending from side to side of the box is provided 
between the partition 35 and the tray member 55. 
Access to this compartment may be obtained by 
removing the Slide 62 (as shown in Fig. 5) and 
then sliding the tray outwardly along the rails 
50, 5E, 52 and 53. This compartment may be used 
to store brushes, sponges and the like. 
The areas between the upper portions of the 

side Walls of the paint potS 58 are substantially 
closed by the shield plate 70. This shield plate 
is held in the groove of the rectangular frame 
member 7, the groove being U-shaped in cross 
Section. The frame member 7 is pivotally se 
cured to the upper edge of the box side wall by 
the hinges i2. The shield plate 70 is provided 
With a plurality of circular perforations 74 which 
are slightly larger in diameter than the outside 
diameter of the paint potS 58 so as to provide 
Sufficient clearance to permit rotation of the 
Shield plate about the hinges 72 without interfer 
ence between the side walls of the perforations 
and the side walls of the paint pots. 
As shown in Figs. 3 and 4 the uppermost por 

tions of the side Walls of the paint pots 58 extend 
above the upper Surface of the shield plate 70 
When the plate is in fully lowered position. As 
shown in Figs. 3, 4 and 5 a pair of downwardly 
depending lugs 76 are provided on one side of 
the frame member 7 f and the ends of these lugs 
engage the surface of the member 50 when the 
shield plate is in the fully lowered position of 
FigS. i to 4 inclusive. These lugs may be omitted 
if the hinges. 2 are countersunk in members 52 
and 7 respectively. - 
The embodiment of Fig. 6 is the same in all 

respects as that of Figs. 1 to 5 except that the 
shield plate 70-7? is hinged to the tray member 
55. In this embodiment the member 80 is made 
integral with the flange 8 of the tray member 55, 
and the member 86 is provided with a plurality of 
Spaced tubular members 82 having cylindrical 
horizontal passages which are in alignment. 
Spaced hinge members 83 having similar cylin 
drical horizontal passages are secured to the ad 
jacent edge of the member 7 and a hinge rod 
84 extends loosely through the single horizontal 
passage formed by said plurality of passages when 
the hinge members 82 and 83 are aligned as shown 
in Fig. 6. In this embodiment it is unnecessary 
to move the shield plate upwardly when the tray 
is slid outwardly upon the rails 50, 5, 52 and 53. 

Operation 

Before going into the field the fluid container 
is filled with fresh water by removing the cup 
40 and the cap 39, and they are then replaced. 
When the desired scene is found the cup is 

removed and partially filled with water, the cover 
Clasp is then opened and the cover is rotated 
about the hinges f6 to a horizontal position to 
eXpose the mixing pans 7, 8 and 9. The slide 
62 is then removed, the tray slid outwardly along 
the rails 50, 5, 52 and 53 and the paint brushes, 
Sponges, etc. are removed from the space or com 
partment between the tray and the top of the 
fluid container. The brushes may be supported 
vertically in the perforations 48 of the flange 47, 
the cup being retained in vertical position by the 
Weight of the water contained therein. The tray 
is then slid inwardly along said rails to its nor 
mal position as shown in Figs. 1 and 3. . . . . 
After Setting up his easel the artist is now pre 

pared to paint and he mixes his basic colors in 
the pans 7, 8 and 9 and varies them from the 

As shown in Figs, 3 and 5 a compartment ex- as paints in the pots 58. The upwardly projecting 
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edge of each paint pot provides a means for wip 
ing the brush to prevent the brush from being 
overloaded or too full when removed from the pot. 
The top surface of the shield 70 provides a Sur 
face which, if desired, may be used for the trial 
of paint mixtures, and because it is located be 
low the upper edges of the pots 58, the colors 
do not run along it from pot to pot. 
When the surface of the shield plate 70 be 

comes unduly coated with paint, the plate is ro 
tated upwardly about the hinges 2 and the Sur 
face is wiped clean with a wet sponge or cloth. 
The shield is then lowered to its original po 
sition and a clean area between the paint pots 
has been speedily provided. 
Upon completion of the painting of any Scene 

the brushes, shield 70 and cover pans 7, 8 and 
9 are washed and the box reassembled. 
From the foregoing it will be apparent to per 

sons skilled in the art that I have provided a 
novel and efficient paint box which is provided 
with an adequate Supply of clean Water, an eas 
ily accessible open-topped receptacle to hold 
water for use in mixing colors, Washing brushes, 
etc., a plurality of receptacles for the paints, a 
plurality of pans for holding the most frequently 
used paint mixtures, a device for holding brushes 
so that they are readily accessible and do not be 
come mislaid or dirtied during painting and a 
holder for the paint receptacles which prevents 
the colors from running from receptacle to re 
ceptacle during use and which permits the areas 
surrounding the receptacles to be speedily 
cleaned whenever they become soiled. 

It should be understood that the present dis 
closure is for the purpose of illustration only and 
that this invention includes all modifications and 
equivalents which fall within the scope of the 
appended claim.S. 

I claim: 
1. A paint box comprising side and end walls, 

a tray located between said walls, spaced color 
pots supported by the tray with at least the up 
per portion of their side walls projecting above 
the top of the tray, a shield plate provided with 
transverse perforations which are adapted to re 
ceive the projecting side walls of the color pots, 
and a hinge on One Side of said shield plate 
whereby the plate may be rotated about said 
hinge upwardly to clear the uppermost portions 
of the side walls of the color pots, 

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein the up 
permost portions of the side Walls of the color 
pots project above the top surface of the shield 
plate when it is rotated about said hinge to fully 
lowered position. 

3. The combination of claim Wherein the 
shield plate is hinged to One wall of the box. 

4. The combination of claim 1 also comprising 
a pair of rails One secured to the front side Wall 
of the box and one secured to the rear side wall 
of the box, said rails being adapted slidably to 
support Said tray, and one end wall of the box 
being provided with an opening adjacent to the 
ends of the rails whereby the tray may be slid 
on Said rails outwardly of the box through Said 
opening. 

5. A paint box comprising side, end and bot 
tom walls, a water container located within the 
box and attached to at least one of said Walls, 
a cup detachably Secured to said box with its 
open end adjacent to the box whereby the inte 
rior of the cup forms a compartment adjacent 
to the box, a conduit secured to said water con 
tainer and having one end communicating with 
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6 
the interior of the water container and the other 
end located within Said compartment formed by 
the interior of the cup, a detachable closure for. 
said conduit, a tray located between said side 
walls, spaced color pots supported by the tray 
with at least the upper portion of their Side walls 
projecting above the top of the tray, a shield 
plate provided with transverse perforations 
which are adapted to receive the projecting side 
walls of the color pots, and a hinge on one side 
of said shield plate whereby the plate may be 
rotated about said hinge upwardly to clear the 
uppermost portions of the side walls of the color 
pots. 

6. A paint box comprising side and end walls, 
a tray located between Said Walls, Spaced color 
pots supported by the tray with at least the up 
per portions of their side walls extending up 
Wardly from the top of the tray, and a shield 
plate provided with transverse perforations 
which are adapted to receive the upWardly ex 
tending side walls of the color pots, said shield 
plate being detachably supported in the paint 
box in a position wherein the upper portions of 
the side walls of the color pots extend through 
said transverse perforations. 

7. A paint box comprising Side, end and bot 
tom walls, a cover closing the opening formed by 
the upper edges of the side, end and bottom walls 
and detachably Secured to at least one of Said 
Walls for opening and closing the paint box, a 
tray within the paint box beneath the cover and 
Supported by said Side walls, Spaced color pots 
Supported by the tray, a partition located inter 

5 mediate said bottom Wall and said tray and ex 
tending between Said side and end Walls thereby 
to form a water container chamber extending 
from end to end of the paint box between said 
partition and said bottom Wall, a pair of substan 
tially flat, parallel, Spaced flanges extending out 
Wardly from one of Said end Walls Substantially 
perpendicular thereto, a rigid conduit secured to 
said latter end wall and extending outwardly 
therefrom intermediate said flanges with its 
outer end projecting beyond the outer ends of 
said flanges, the interior of the conduit afford 
ing communication between the interior of the 
water chamber and the atmosphere when the 
cover of the box is closed, a cup substant'ally rec 
tangular in cross section detachably secured to 
Said flanges With its open end adjacent to the 
end wall to which the conduit is secured, its bot 
tom closing the Space between the outer ends of 
the flanges and the flanges extending inwardly 
of the cup through its open end, and means on 
the cup frictionally engaging the flanges for de 
tachably Securing the cup to the flanges. 

SAMUEL PINANS.KI. 
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