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Edward J. Petrick and Russell E. Petrick, Park Ridge, i., assignors to Bretford Manufacturing, Inc., Frank 
in Park, Ill., a corporation of Illinois 

Application July 21, 1950, Serial No. 175,164 
1 Claim. (C. 248-124) 

This invention pertains to new and useful improve 
ments in lamp stands, particularly of the type for using 
therapeutic bulbs. 
One object of the invention is to provide a stand which 

may be adjusted to an almost infinite number of positions 
for use, in particular when the stand is fitted with a 
therapeutic bulb and the patient is reclining as upon a 
couch or bed. 

Another object of the invention is to provide an article 
of the above described class which may be folded into 
relatively compact form for storage without being dis 
mantled. Yet another object of the invention is to provide a con 
nector between the vertically extensible portion of the 
stand and the relatively horizontally extensible portion 
or boom thereof which carries the reflector, which con 
nector may be put into several positions with respect to 
the vertical portion of the stand, thereby making for 
compactness of the overall structure in its not-in-use or 
stored condition. Another object is to provide a tripod structure, the 
legs of which may extend in well supported manner in 
a variety of positions from near-horizontal to closely 
spaced position. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a lamp 
stand having a vertically extensible portion which has 
combined with it means for locking the same in any ele 
wated position and also has at its end support means giv 
ing additional rigidity to the structure. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide in a 
lamp stand a means whereby the conventional electric 
cord may be so placed in the usual socket and accom 
panying parts that the cord may be subjected to a con 
siderable pull in a direction away from the reflector with 
out putting strain upon the connection between the electric 
wires contained within the cord and the lamp socket. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a support 
ing means for the lamp cord, remote from the lamp 
socket, which will prevent the cord from being entangled 
about the extensible neck or boom which carries the 
reflector. - How these and still other and further objects of the 
invention are achieved is set forth in the description which 
follows and shown on the accompanying drawings in 
which: Fig. 1 is a view of the lamp in a typical position for 
uSe; - Fig. 2 is a showing of the entire stand as adjusted for 
a typical condition for compact storage; 

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view of a typical connector between the vertically and horizontally adjustable por 
tions of the stand; Fig. 4 is a view of the structure otherwise shown in 
Fig. 3 viewed from the left side; Fig. 5 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view of the ver 
tically extensible member and the tube within which it telescopes, particularly illustrating the lock means for 
holding the vertically extensible member in desired posi 
tion; Fig. 6 is a side view of the cap otherwise shown in 
Fig. 5; Fig. 7 is a cross-sectional view taken substantially along 
the line 7-7 of Fig. 5; Fig. 8 is an exploded view showing the electric cord, 
its contained wires and the rearwardmost end of the 
usual lamp-receiving socket, particularly illustrating the 
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novel means employed to prevent a pull given the cord 
from causing strain on the connection between cord and 
wire-receiving portions of the lamp socket; 

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary view of the leg portion of the 
stand adjacent its connection with the vertically extending 
tube hereinafter more fully described; Fig. 10 is a cross-sectional view taken substantially 
along the line 10-10 of Fig. 9; 

Fig. 11 is a fragmentary side elevational view of the 
yoke which supports the electric cord slightly remote from 
the connection of the cord with the lamp socket; and Fig. 12 is a bottom view of the cord-supporting yoke 
shown in Fig. 11. Referring now to the drawings, and in particular to 
Fig. 1, reference numeral 20 indicates a reflector, which 
may be of any conventional form, into which the bulb 
portion of a therapeutic lamp or the like may be received. 
21 indicates a cover for the rear end of the socket and 
for the ends of the electric cord, best shown in Fig. 8, 
and reference numeral 22 indicates the usual electric cord 
which may at its end have another connection (not shown) 
for insertion into a convenient electrical outlet. 
The reflector 20 is swingably mounted between the 

arms of a generally U-shaped bracket 23, and rigidly con 
nected to the bracket 23 is a rod 24 which passes, as 
best shown in Fig. 3, through the bored out portion 25a 
of a connector 25. A ball or handle 26 is positioned on 
the end of rod 24 to be used in adjusting the lamp inwardly 
or outwardly with respect to the connector. The upper 
end of a vertically extensible rod 27 is receivable in the 
bored out portion 25b of connector 25, as shown in Fig. 
3. Rod 27 is telescopably positioned within a vertically 
fining hollow cylindrical tube 28, as best shown in 
19. D. At the lower end of tube 28 is a tripod which com 

prises outwardly extending legs 32, each having at its 
outer end a rubber friction tip 33. Each leg is hingedly 
mounted at its inner end for vertical swing on an an 
nular yoke 36 which, in the various positions of extension 
of legs 32 slides upwardly and downwardly on the ex 
ternal surfaces of tube 28. 
As shown in Figs. 9 and 10, an outwardly extending 

lug 50, or similar means, is provided on tube 28 and 
below yoke 36 to inhibit the latter from assuming a posi 
tion such as to cause legs 32 to assume other than an upwardly and inwardly angular position, thereby assuring 
that the yoke will never pass therebelow and thereby be 
come locked on tube 28. Rigidly mounted on the lower 
end of tube 23 is a fixed bracket 29 on which the inner 
ends of struts 31 are hingedly mounted for vertical swing, 
the outer ends of the struts being hingedly connected to 

swer portions of legs 32 at about medially of their 
length. Referring now particularly to Fig. 3, the connector 
25 will be seen to have a bore 25a passing angularly there 
through and extending in an upwardly angularly extend 
ing direction to receive the extensible rod or boom 24, 
and a thumb nut 35 is threaded into the upper portion 
of the connector so that the end thereof, in its in-turned 
condition, contacts the outer periphery of rod 24 to hold 
the rod in any desired position of extension. At its lower 
end, connector 25 has a cylindrical bore 2Sb forted there 
in to receive the end of vertically extending rod 27. Still 
another thumb nut 36 is so positioned and threaded that, 
in its inwardly in-turned position, its end contacts the 
end of rod 27 to firmly hold the connector on the latter. 
Connector 25 is provided with still another cylindrical 
bore 37, in an angularly disposed position, to receive the 
end of rod 27 in the compacted or folded up condition 
of the lamp stand, such as that shown in Fig. 2. 

Referring now to Figs. 5 and 6, it will be seen that rod 
27 is internally receivable within cylindrical member 28, 
there being mounted adjacent the end thereof a piston 
like washer 38, which is preferably inade of some re 
silient, friction-producing material such as rubber or plas 
tic, this washer engaging the inner surfaces of tube 28 
and forming an effective support for the end of red 27. 
Positioned slightly above washer 38, rod 27 is swedged 
out to form thereon outwardly extending ears 39 which in 
hibit rod 27 from normally being pulled out of cylin 
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drical member 28 a distance sufficient to disconnect the 
engaged parts. Cylindrical member 28 has positioned 
upon its upper end a cap 40 which has a medially disposed 
opening 4.0a through its top and through which rod 27 
extends. As best shown in Fig. 6, cap 40 is provided with 
a lug 42 adapted to fit into a bayonet slot 41 provided in 
the end of tube 28 so that when the cap is in proper posi 
tion and turned, the cap is firmly held in attached position on the end of the tube. 
As best seen in Fig. 5, positioned below cap 40 and 

within cylindrical member 28, is a helical spring 43 
through the coils of which rod 27 passes. A friction pad 
27a comprising a piece of felt is wrapped around rod 
27 in such a manner as to repose under the coils of spring 
43 to form a friction pad tending to inhibit rod 27 from 
dropping when the hereinafter described locking means 
is released. The upper end of spring 43 abuts the lower 
surfaces of cap 40, and the lower end of the spring abuts 
the generally annular portion 44 of a locking means 45 
for rod 27 which locking means has a centrally disposed 
opening 46 therein through which rod 27 extends. Open 
ing 46 is sufficiently larger than rod 27 to relatively freely 
receive the latter. Annular portion 44 has at its one side 
a notch 47 to accommodate the in-turned crimp 28b of 
tube 28 (Fig. 7) and at its side opposite notch 47 has 
integral with it the down-turned lever portion 48. Lock 
ing means 45 is receivable in the end of tube 28 by 
insertion into a vertically extending slot 28a and in the 
assembled condition of the parts the locking means abuts 
and fulcrums upon the lower end 28c of slot 28a. Spring 
43 normally braces the annular portion 44 of the locking 
means into a slightly out-of-horizontal position, thus caus 
ing the inner surfaces of opening 46 to impinge the outer 
surfaces of rod 27. Downward pressure on lever 48 re 
leases this impingement permitting rod 27 to be telescoped 
within tube 28 to any desired position within the me 
chanical limits otherwise imposed upon it. 

Referring now to Fig. 8, the bulb-receiving socket, 
which is generally formed of ceramic material, will be 
seen to be provided with external threads 52 to receive the 
correspondingly internally threaded cover 21, which is 
likewise formed of ceramic material. Cover 21 has an 
opening 21a at its rear through which the electric cord 
22 extends. Cord 22, as is conventional, contains two 
wires, the insulation of which is removed for connection 
with the usual wire-holding socket portions 53. To take 
away any strain which might be imposed on the intercon 
nections between the electric wires and their correspond 
ing connectors, a transversely extending member 54 of 
greater length than the diameter of opening 21a is posi 
tioned between the electric wires at a point more remote 
from connectors 53 than the distance between the lat 
ter and the internal surfaces of cover 21. The trans 
verse member is preferably taped in place by means of 
several wraps of fusible tape indicated by reference nu 
meral 55. Thus, when cap 2 is screwed onto socket 51 
into fully attached condition, any pull exerted on cord 22 
will be carried by transverse member 54 rather than being 
borne by the raw wires attached to connectors 53, the 
fusible tape securely holding the transverse member in 
place and also thoroughly insulating the raw wires from one another. 

Referring now to Figs. 11 and 12, there is therein shown 
the wire-supporting yoke which is swingably mounted on 
rod 24, preferably near the handle-bearing end of the 
latter. This yoke is generally designated by reference nu 
meral 60 and comprises a single piece of wire bent back 
wardly to form a wire holding loop defined by inbent por 
tions 62-62 and beyond these portions being bent out 
wardly again a distance greater than the diameter of rod 
24 as at 63-63 and the ends thereof being bent in 
wardly toward one another for reception in appropriate 
opposed holes provided in rod 24. Yoke 61 effectively 
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holds wire 22 spaced from rod 24 and prevents the wire from twisting or becoming otherwise entangled. 
As heretofore mentioned, Fig. 2 shows the highly com 

pacted form the stand may assume for storage. In this 
shape the end of rod 27 is inserted into connector open 
ing 37, rod 24 then assuming an extremely downwardly 
directed angle. Legs 32, in this form, assume a nearly 
vertical position, yoke 30 being slid a considerable dis 
tance up tube 28 and the leg tips 33 frictionally engag 
ing the floor sufficiently to insure retention of the leg posi tion shown. 
To put the stand into use, rod 27 is placed in connec 

tor opening 25b and thumb nut 36 is tightened down. 
Yoke 30 may then be slid down tube 28, thus giving legs 
32 such spread as may be desired. It is to be noted that 
the legs may lowered to a point sufficiently near the 
horizontal as to be readily shoved under a bed, permit 
ting tube 28 and rod 27 to be brought to the side of a 
bed. Depression of lever 48 to substantially the dotted 
line position shown therefor in Fig. 5 will release the 
impingement of annular lock member 44 from rod 27 and 
the latter may then be placed in any desired position. 
By loosening thumb nut 35 angularly extending rod 24 
may be slid in opening 25a to the desired amount of 
extension and held in such position by tightening down 
its controlling thumb nut. Reflector 20, being hingedly 
carried between the legs of U-shaped bracket 23, may 
be swung to any desired angle, cord 22 being effectively guided by yoke 60. 
From all the foregoing, it will be apparent that the 

stand of our invention provides great compactness, ex 
treme rigidity, extreme adjustability and great versa 
tility, attaining all those objects hereinbefore set forth with respect to it. 

Having described our invention in considerable de 
tail, we do not wish this exactness of disclosure to be 
taken in a limiting but only in an illustrative sense, de 
siring to be limited only as we may be by the scope of the appended claim. 
We claim: Y 

A lamp stand adapted for movement between a com pact storage position and an adjustable operative posi 
tion, comprising: an upright standard having a cylindrical 
upper end portion; an elongated rod adapted to receive 
a lamp fixture at one end; a unitary connector having a 
transverse bore in which said rod is slidably mounted, 
and a pair of sockets each adapted to slidably receive the 
upper end portion of the standard to permit the connec 
tor and rod to be selectively swingably supported in 
either of two positions on the upper end of said stand 
ard, one of said sockets being angularly disposed in re 
lation to said transverse bore to support the rod in out 
wardly extending operative position in relation to said 
standard, the other of said sockets being arranged at an 
acute angle to the transverse bore to support the rod in 
a downwardly extending storage position close adjacent 
the standard; and means for securing said elongated rod 
in varying positions of slidable adjustment in said trans verse bore. 
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