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This invention is a novel improvement in cattle 
markers adapted to be readily applied either as 
horn chain markers or neck chain markers to 
cattle or live-stock So that farmers, herdsmen. Or 
breeders can readily distinguish or identify same. 
The present invention is an improvement up 

On the markers disclosed in my copending appli 
cation Serial No. 389,984, filed April 23, 1941 in 
which the markers comprise a one-piece marker 
plate of simple construction, and made of any 
suitable material such as brass, or steel Which 
may be chrome-plated or brass-plated, and bear 
ing appropriate identification indicia, said plate 
having a shank at the upper edge of the plate, 
Which shank may be single but is preferably split, 
the members of the shank being bent back upon 
themselves to form integral eyes, a link at one 
end of the chain being secured in one said eye, and 
the other eye being left partially open so that 
in applying the marker it was only necessary to 
pass the chain around the neck or horns of the 
live-Stock and to engage a link adjacent the free 
end of the chain in said open eye, thereafter ap 
plying sufficient pressure to close the open eye 
thus locking the ends of the chain around the 
neck or horns of the animal to prevent ready 
removal therefrom. . . . ‘. . 

... I have found, from practical experience, that 
the animals often rub their horns, and heads to 
gether tangling or locking the chains together, or 
catch the chains in fences or the like, and the 
pull on the chain caused by attempts to free 
same opens One or both eyes. Whereby the marker 
becomes detached and lost... In order to prevent 
such loss, I have provided the marker plates with 
novel means for preventing the chain links from 
slipping out of eyes which are not fully closed, 
also means for preventing twisting or bending of 
the eyes, and also means for preventing opening 
of the eyes. ". . . . 
One object therefore of my invention is to 

provide a marker of the above type. With raised 
lips or offset portions formed in the material of 
the shanks adjacent the outer ends of each shank 
so that when the shanks are bent or rolled over 
to form the eyes the raised lips or projections 
will project inwardly of the eyes adjacent the 
split and effectively prevent the link of the chain 
which is engaged in said eye from readily slip 
ping out if the eye is not fully closed. 
Another object is to provide novel means for 

preventing the outer ends of the shanks from 
spreading laterally of the eyes due to opposed 
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ing the outer edges: of the shanks of the eyes 
adjacent the Split, or consisting of flattened rings 
adapted to embrace both eyes and mounted on 
the outer portions of the shank members thereof 
adjacent the splits. . . . . . . 

Still another object of the invention is to pro 
vide novel means for preventing opening of the 

... eyes due to pull on the chain consisting of raised 
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shown in Fig. 3 after the Shank 

projections or shoulders at the bases of the shank 
members of the eyes upon which the outer ends 
of the shanks seat when the shanks, are rolled 
to form the eyes, said raised projections: being 
formed by offsetting ridges or grooves in the 
material of the marker plate itself at the bases 
of the shankmembers. 
Other minor objects of the invention will be 

hereinafter set forth. . . . . 
I will explain the invention with reference to 

the accompanying drawings, which illustrate sev 
eral practical embodiments thereof to enable 
others to adopt and use the same; and will sum 
marize in the claims the novel features of con 
struction, and novel combinations of parts, for 
which protection is desired. - - - 

In Said drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a view showing my novel chain 

marker applied to the horns of a cow. . . . 
Fig. 2 is a view showing the chain marker ap 

plied around the neck of a cow. . . . . 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged plan view of a blank from 

Which the marker plate is made. 
Fig. 4 is a side elevation of the chain marker 

members have 
been rolled to form eyes. - - - - - a' . . . . 

Fig. 5 is a plan view of a blank for a modi 
fied marker plate. - 

Fig. 6 is a side elevation of the marker shown 
in Fig. 5 after the shank members have been 
rolled to form eyes. 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the finished 
marker plate formed from the blank shown in 
Fig. 5, said view showing one end of the chain 
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strains on the opposite ends of the chain, said 
means consisting of flanges on the plate engag 55 

locked in one closed eye of the marker plate, the 
other eye being open to receive a link at the other 
end of the chain; 

Fig. 8 is a plan view of a further modified 
blank. . . . . - - - - - - - - - - 

Fig. 9 is a side elevation of a marker 
from the blank shown in Fig. 8. . . . . . . 

Fig. 10 is a plan view of a still further modi 
fied blank. . 

Fig.11 is a side elevation of one form of fin 
ished marker formed from the blank shown in 
Fig. 10. * r ) . . . .. v - 

Fig. 12 is a side elevation of another form of 

formed 

  



2 
finished marker formed from the blank shown in 
Fig.10. 

Fig. 13 is a plan view of a further modified 
form of blank having a strap for preventing 
spreading of the eyes, said view showing one end 
of the chain and the link engaged in one closed 
eye, the other eye being open to receive a link 
at the other end of the chain, and the Strap. 

Fig. 14 is a plan view of the marker shown. in 
Fig. 13 when locked upon the horns or neck of 
the animal. . . . . . y 

Fig. 15 is a plan view of a further modified 
marker with a ring in the pair of eyes. 

Fig. 16 is a plan view of a still further Innodi 
fied form of marker. . . . . . 
My novel marker may be formed from sheet 

metal blank such as shown in Fig. 3, Same con 
prising a plate portion fa, and an integral Shank 
portion b extending from the top edge thereof, 
shank portion lb being of substantial length and : 
having spaced tongues c of substantial width 
adapted to be bent or rolled back as shown in 
Fig. 4 to form a pair of Spaced eyes, the COInnon 
axis of which is disposed parallel with the plane 
of the plate. Each eye is adapted to receive an 
end of a chain 2 which is passed around the 
horns of the animal (Fig. 1) or around the neck 
of the animal (Fig. 2), the marker plate Secur 
ling the ends of the chain together. The Spac 
ing between the eyes is sufficient to prevent in 
terference between the adjacent ends of chain 
2 when engaged therewith. 
At the outer ends of tongues care knobs d, 

preferably formed by offsetting under pressure 
the material of the tongues but may be formed 
in any other desired manner. Said knobs id 
provide bulges on the tongues which project in 
wardly within the eyes adjacent the Splits, or 
points of contact of the outer tips of the tongues 
with the shanks b, when the tongues and shank 
are rolled to form the eyes, the knobs id Serving 
to prevent the links of chain 2 from readily slip 
ping out of the eyes in event the eyes become 
partially opened or are not fully closed initially, 
the chain resting in front of knob d as indi 
cated at 2a (Fig. 4) when the eye starts to open, 
or the knob id presenting a longer slot through 
which the chain link must slip in passing through 
a partly opened eye. . 
The marker shown in Figs. 3 and 4 would pref 

erably be made up with one eye of the pair closed 
tightly to lock the engaged link at one end of 
chain 2 therein, while the other eye of the pair 
would be left partially open (as illustrated in 
Figs. 7 and 13) so that in applying the marker 
to the cattle the farmer or herdsman need only 
insert a link adjacent the free end of the chain 
in said open eye and to thereafter apply suffi 
cient pressure to close the open eye, whereby both 

... ends of the chain Which paSSes around the horns 
or neck of the live-stock will be locked to the 
marker plate a. 

. By the above construction, a one-piece marker 
is provided of inexpensive construction which 
may be readily applied by a farmer or herdsman 
around the neck or horns of a cow or other 
animal. The provision of two closely adjacent 
eyes e receiving the ends of the chain 2 or 3 
provides a marker in which the plate portion a 
of the marker, which bears the proper identi 
fication number or indicia, for the respective COW 
or live-stock, will lie flat upon the forehead of 
the cow as shown in Fig. 1, or will be held exposed 
to front view when the marker is used as a neck 
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chain marker as shown in Fig. 2 since the two 
spaced eyes tend to prevent the adjacent ends 
of the chain from twisting together. 
As the animal grows, it will become necessary 

for the farmer or herdsman to pry open one eye 
of the marker and engage a different link of 
the chain 2 in said opened eye, and then again 
close the said eye to lock said link therein, thus 
permitting the overall length of the chain to be 
elongated to correspond with the growth of the 
live-stock. . . . . 
In actual practice it has been found that the 

eyes of such markers may become separated in . 
an axial direction whenever the cattle to which 
the markers are applied get the chains caught 
due to locking horns or grazing too near fences 
or other fixed objects, the strain on the chain 
tending to pull the eyes apart along their con 
mon axis thereby partially opening the eyes. 
io prevent such spreading provide a modified 
form of marker plate shown in Figs. 5, 6 and 7, 
in which the body a is provided with the shank 
b and the pair of spaced tongues c, the outer 
ends of which may be provided with the knobs 
Ed in the same manner as above, described in 
connection with Figs. 3 and 4. In Figs. 5, 6 and 
7, however, the body is made somewhat wider 
adjacent its upper end and the sides of the 
marker plate fa are bent or fanged outwardly 
along the dot and dash lines fe (Fig. 5) to form 
flanges ff adapted to contact the outer side edges 
of tongues c when rolled to form eyes as shown 
in Figs. 6 and 7, the split in the eyes terminat 
ing within the lengths of the flanges ff. In this 
modification the upper ends of the flanges ff 
further serve to prevent the chain links from 
paSSing out of the eyes in event the eyes should 
accidentally become partly opened and the 
flanges greatly reinforce the eyes and prevent 
Spreading along their common axis. - 

Instead of the flanges ff, shown in Figs. 5 to 
7, a strap 3 may be used as shown in Figs. 13 and 
14, which strap is of length substantially equal 
to the overall width of the pair of eyes. One 
end of the Strap 3 and one end of chain 2 may be 
initially locked as shown in Fig. 13 in one eye 
of the pair, or permanently secured therein at 
the time the marker is made. The other eye of 
the pair may be left open, so that, in applying 
the marker to the live-stock the farmer or herds 
main needs merely to run the chain around the 
horns or neck of the animal and to engage a link 
adjacent the free end of the marker into the 
Open end and to then engage the other end of 
the Strap 3 in the open eye and then close the 
Open eye as shown in Fig. 14, the strip 3 being 
disposed and maintained on the rolled tongues 
ic adjacent their outer ends, and thus prevent 
ing the Outer ends of the eyes adjacent the split 
from Separating along their common axis. 

In practice it is often found that the eyes of 
the marker plate tend to expand. and open under 
tension applied to the chain 2, and I therefore 
provide novel preventing means one form of 
which is shown in Figs. 8 and 9, in which the 
Shank b of marker plate la is provided with 
Spaced bulges fg disposed opposite the centers 
of the tongues c and extending outwardly on 
the Shank into position to underlie the outer ends 
of the rolled tongues c, as clearly indicated in 
Fig. 9, thus forming shoulders upon which the 
Outer ends of the tongues rest to resist opening 
or expansion of the eyes. Preferably bulges Ig 
are pressed and offset from the body of the shank 
itself, but may be otherwise formed in any de 
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i sired manner, or may comprise rivet heads or 
other means applied to the shank fb for such 
plpOSe. ... 

Modifications of the means. for preventing 
ready opening or expansion of the eyes are shown 
in Figs. 10, 11 and 12 in which the body at is 
provided with an integral shank b. Instead of 
the bulges g shown in the shanka in Figs. 8 and 
9, a transverse recess or rib may be provided ex 
tending across the shank adjacent the inner end 
thereof. Fig. 1. ShoWs the use of a tranSVerse 
recess if pressed from the material of the shank 
itself, of such width as to receive the outer ends 
of the tongues ic when rolled to form the eyes, 
the lower wall of the recess forming a shoulder 
upon which rest the outer tips of the rolled 
tongues c. Fig. 2 indicates the use of a trans 
verse rib k, in place of groove h shown in Fig. 
11, the rib ik being pressed from the shank lb 
and extending across the full width of the shank 
adjacent the lower end thereof and forming a 
shoulder upon which the outer tips of the tongues 
c rest when the tongues are rolled to form the 

eyes. 
If desired, a ring 4, Figs. 15 and 16 nay be used 

With the marker plates, the eyes engaging the 
ring, and a chain or strap being slipped through 
the ring and secured around the neck of a young 
animal, and the ends of the chain. Or strap Se 
cured together in any desired manner, such as by 
a padlock or by tying. Later, when the animal 
grows, the ring 4 may be removed from the eyes 
of the plate and the ends of chain. 2 inserted and 
locked therein as previously described. The plate 
a (Figs. 15 and 16) may be provided with any of 

the features, such as flanges if, bulges g, ribs lic, 
or grooves in described in the preceding figures. 
In Fig. 16 a single relatively broad and heavy 

eye c is used instead of a pair of Spaced eyes 
as in Fig. 15, and the single eye is twisted With 
respect to the plane of plate a so that the marker 
may be read from the front of the animal rather 
than from the side, otherwise the marker in Fig. 
16 may be used similarly to that shown in Fig. 15. 
However, the use of two eyes, as shown in Fig. 15, 
rather than a single eye (Fig. 16) provides a 
double lock for the ring 4, and is therefore prefer 
able to use. 

I do not limit my invention to the exact forms 
shown in the drawings, for obviously changes may 
be made therein within the scope of the claims. 

I clain: 
1. An animal marker or the like, comprising a 

relatively rigid indicia bearing plate provided 
with an integral shank extending from its upper 
edge and rolled to form a closed eye, Said eye 
being openable upon application of relatively 
heavy stress, an offset portion extending in Wardly 
of the eye at the outer end of the shank; and a 
shoulder on the base of the shank underlying the 
outer end of the rolled shank and upon which the 
said outer end seats. 

2. An animal marker or the like, comprising a 
relatively rigid indicia bearing plate, an integral 
shank extending from the upper edge of Said 
plate; a spaced pair of tongs extending from the 
outer edge of said shank; said shank and tongues 
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being rolled to form spaced eyes having their 
common axis disposed parallel with the plane of 
the plate; each said eye being openable upon 
application of relatively heavy stress, an offset 
portion extending inwardly of each eye at the 
outer end of each tongue; a chain having one end 
engaged in one eye, said eye being closed; and 
the other eye being open and adapted to receive a 
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link adjacent the outer end of the chain before 
closing of said eye. . . . ::::: 

3. An animal marker or the like, comprising a 
relatively rigid indicia bearing plate; an integral 
shank extending from the upper edge of said 
plate; a spaced pair of tongues extending from 
the outer edge of said shank; said shank and 
tongues being rolled to form spaced eyes having 
their common axis disposed parallel with the 
plane of the plate; each said eye being openable 
upon application of relatively heavy stress; an 
offset portion extending in Wardly of each eye at 
the outer end of each tongue; and a shoulder on 
the base of the shank underlying and forming 
a seat for the Outer end of each rolled tongue; 
said shoulder comprising a transverse rib pressed 
outwardly from the material of the shank. 

4. An animal marker or the like, comprising 
a relatively rigid indicia, bearing plate; an inte 
gral shank extending from the upper edge of said 
plate; a spaced pair of tongues extending from 
the outer edge of said shank; said shank and 
tongues being rolled to form Spaced eyes having 
their common axis disposed parallel. With the 
plane of the plate; each said eye being openable 
upon application of relatively heavy streSS; an 
offset portion extending inwardly of each eye at 
the Outer end of each tongue; and a shoulder on 
the base of the shank underlying and forming a 
seat for the outer end of each rolled tongue; said 
shoulder comprising a transverse grOOWe pressed 
inwardly from the material of the shank. 

5. An animal marker or the like, comprising a 
relatively rigid indicia bearing plate; an inte 
gral shank extending from the upper edge of Said 
plate; a spaced pair of tongues extending from 
the outer edge of said shank; said shank and 
tongues being rolled to form Spaced eyes having 
their common axis disposed parallel. With the 
plane of the plate; each said eye being Openable 
upon application of relatively heavy streSS; an 
offset portion extending inwardly of each eye at 
the Outer end of each tongue; and a shoulder. On 
the base of the shank underlying and forming a 
seat for the outer end of each rolled tongue; a 
chain, having one end engaged in One eye, Said 
eye being closed; and the other eye being Open 
and adapted to receive a link adjacent the Outer 
end of the chain before closing of Said eye. 

6. An animal marker or the like, comprising an 
indicia, bearing plate provided With a relatively 
rigid shank extending from its upper edge and 
rolled to form a closed eye, and a shoulder on the 
base of the shank underlying the outer end of the 
rolled shank and upon which the Said Outer end 
SeatS. 

7. An animal marker or the like, Comprising an 
indicia, bearing plate, a relatively rigid integral 
shank extending from the upper edge of the plate, 
a spaced pair of tongues extending from the Outer 
edge of said shank, said shank and tongues being 
rolled to form Spaced eyes having their common 
axis disposed parallel with the plane of the plate, 
a shoulder on the base of the Shank underlying 
and forming a seat for the outer end of each rolled 
tongue, said shoulder comprising a transverse rib 
pressed outwardly from the material of the Shank. 

8. An animal marker or the like, comprising an 
indicia, bearing plate, a relatively rigid integral 
shank extending from the upper edge of the plate, 
a spaced pair of tongues extending from the Outer 
edge of said shank, said shank and tongues being 
rolled to form spaced eyes having their common 
axis disposed parallel with the plane of the plate, 
a shoulder on the base of the shank underlying 
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and forming a seat for the outer end of each 
rolled tongue, said shoulder comprising a trans 
verse groove pressed inwardly from the material 
of the Shank. 

9. An animal marker or the like, comprising an 
indicia bearing plate, a relatively rigid integral 
shank extending from the upper edge of the plate, 
a spaced pair of tongues extending from the outer 
edge of said shank, said shank and tongues being 
rolled to form spaced eyes having their common lo 

eye. 

axis disposed parallel with the plane of the plate, 
a shoulder on the base of the shank underlying 
and forming a Seat for the Outer end of each 
rolled tongue, a chain having one end engaged in 
one eye, said eye being closed; and the other eye 
being open and adapted to receive a link adjacent 
the outer end of the chain before closing of said 

WILLIAM. F. SCHACHT. 


