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This invention relates to new and useful improve 
ments in flexible platform shoes. 

Heretofore, in Shoes of the platform type, the plat 
form and the shank portion have been relatively rigidly 
Connected and So, for instance in women's Shoes, the 
foot tends to ride up in the shoe at the heel so that the 
heel or quarter Strap on open back Shoes frequently 
breaks and on closed back Shoes, the heel tends to ride 
up in the Shoe. The Same is true of men's Shoes de 
pending upon the rigidity of the sole. 

It is also a difficulty with previous Shoes of this type 
that the shank has been So connected to the platform 
that the covering over the Shank and platform frequently 
breaks at the back of the platform requiring frequent 
Tepair. 
The object of this invention is to eliminate these diffi 

culties and disadvantages by so connecting the Shank 
and the platform that the shoe may be worn with com 
fort and ease without any breaking of either the COVer 
material or the quarter Straps as hitherto. x 

Ín general terms, the Shoe is divided in two Separate 
parts, the platform and the Shank, both pivotally con 
nected, with the outsole being applied to the platform 
only and the shank being covered with any Suitable ma 
terial such as leather or fabric, as may be desired. This 
pivotal connection permits the proper and necessary rela 
tively movable relation between the two parts without 
subjecting the covering to unnecessary and breaking 
S{TeSSCS. 
The preferred forms which the invention may assume 

are shown in the drawings, of which: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a shoe embodying my 

invention shown resting in position flat on the ground. 
Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the shoe with the 

heel lifted, and with the shank pivoted with respect to 
the platform. 

Fig. 3 is a plan view showing one manner of connect 
ing the shank to the platform. 

Pig. 4 is an inverted plan view showing the same con 
nection, and with the Sole broken away. 

Fig. 5 is a partial view of the forward portion of the 
shank showing the connecting tongue. 

}*ig. 6 is a fragmentary sectional view showing the 
above specific form of connection between the platform 
and the Shank. 

Fig. 7 is a similar view showing another form of con 
nection. 

Fig. 8 is yet another similar view showing Still another 
form of connection. 

Referring now merely to the specific forms of the in 
Vention herein Tepresented, it is to be noted that it ap 
plies particularly to the well-known platform type of 
Shoe in which there is a platform 10, to which is to be 
connected a shank element 11, the lower forward end 
of which is provided with a projecting tongue 12. It 
is, of course, to be seen that the body of the shoe and 
the platform are covered in any suitable manner with 
any desired material 13 such as leather, Suede, or com 
position of any kind. 
The platform is provided with a slot 14 to receive the 
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tongue 12. as shown in Fig. 6, and the tongue is then 
fastened in place therein by any suitable means such as 
SeWing, Cementing, or mailing. It will be noticed that 
the slot 14 is disposed forward of the rear edge of the 
platform so that in the movement of the parts in walk 
ing, there is a minimum liability of the heel riding in 
the Shoe or the quarter Strap breaking and the cover 
material is mot likely to rip. 

}t is Seen in Fig. 3 that the Shank 11 at the tongue 
end is provided on each side of the tongue 14, with pro 
jecting wings 13a and 13b, which will extend along the 
top of the platform at the sides thereof and may be 
connected and covered to present a Smooth even finished 
appearance at this point. 

In the form of the shoe shown in Fig. 7, the end of the 
tongue 12a is cennented, mailed, or Sewed to the top of 
the platform 19a along a line forward of the rear edge 
of the platform without any slot in the platform, the 
underside of the end of the tongue being beveled to fit. 

In the form of shoe shown in Fig. 8, the platform is 
made of two layers Î0b and {{}c and the tongue end 12b 
of the shank is beveled and inserted therebetween at the 
rear edge thereof, as shown, and then Suitably connected 
in this position. v 
As shown in FigS, 3 and 4, the edges of the cowering 

are drawn around the edges of the platform and an out 
sole 15 is then applied. It has been definitely found 
that when the Shank is thus connected to the platform 
the heel of the wearer does not ride up in the shoe or 
break the quarter Strap and the cover material is not Sub 
jected to breaking Stresses. 

VVhile the invention in Several forms thereof has been 
shown and described in detail, I do not wish to be limited 
to such details and forms except insofar as the invention 
may be limited by the Scope of the annexed claims. 

Having thus described my invention, what I claim as 
new and desire to Secure by Letters Patent, is: 

1. in a shoe having a sole platform, and a Shank to be 
connected thereto, a tongue on Said Shank at its forward 
{edge, Said platform having a transverse slot extending 
therethrough forwardly of its rear edge to receive said 
tongue, the end of the tongue being fastened to the under 
Surface of the platform forwardly of the slot, whereby 
the shank portion may move angularly relatively to the 
Sole without flexing the Sole, • 

2. In a shoe having a sole platform, and a shank to 
be connected thereto, a tongue on Said Shank at its for 
ward edge, Said platform at its rear edge being horizon 
tally Split to receive Said tongue, which is Suitably fas 
tened therein, whereby the Shank portion may move am 
gularly relatively to the Sole without flexing the sole. 

3. In a shoe, a platform having a slot, a shank having 
a tongue projecting through Said slot and Secured to the 
underside of Said platform, and wings on each side of 
the tongue extending along the top of the platform at 
the sides thereof, whereby the shank may move angu 
# relatively to the platform without flexing the plat 
{}[{#1. 
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