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( 57 ) ABSTRACT 

The described embodiments set forth techniques for pre 
serving clone relationships between files at a computing 
device . In particular , the techniques involve identifying 
clone relationships between files in conjunction with per 
forming operations on the files where it can be beneficial to 
preserve the clone relationships . The operations can include , 
for example , preserving clone relationships between files 
that are being copied from a source storage device ( that 
supports file cloning ) to a destination storage device that 
supports file cloning . Additionally , the operations can 
include preserving clone relationships when backing up and 
restoring files between a source storage device ( that supports 
file cloning ) and a destination storage device that does not 
support file cloning . In this manner , the various benefits 
afforded by the clone relationships between files can be 
retained even as the files are propagated to destination 
storage devices that may or may not support file cloning . 
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TECHNIQUES FOR PRESERVING CLONE Consequently , when a backup procedure is performed , com 
RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN FILES plete copies of the files “ A ” and “ B ” are restored back to the 

source computing device , which can potentially cause a 
CROSS - REFERENCE TO RELATED variety of problems . For example , after a restoration is 

APPLICATIONS 5 performed , an expected amount of storage space ( previously 
afforded by the clone relationships ) may no longer be 

The present application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi- available , thereby degrading the overall user experience . In 
sional Application No. 62 / 514,733 , entitled “ TECH- another example , it may be impossible for a restoration to be 
NIQUES FOR PRESERVING CLONE RELATIONSHIPS completed when the backed - up data on the destination 
BETWEEN FILES , ” filed Jun . 2 , 2017 , the content of which 10 storage device exceeds the available storage space on the 
is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety for all source storage device ( e.g. , as a result of losing the storage 
purposes . space efficiency through the clone relationships ) . In this 

example , a user can be forced to selectively restore his or her 
FIELD files or upgrade the size of their source storage device 

15 which is highly undesirable and unacceptable . 
The described embodiments set forth techniques for pre 

serving clone relationships between files at a computing SUMMARY 
device . In particular , the techniques involve identifying 
clone relationships between files in conjunction with per The described embodiments set forth techniques for pre 
forming operations ( e.g. , copies , backups , restores , etc. ) on 20 serving clone relationships between files at a computing 
the files where it can be beneficial to preserve the clone device . 
relationships between the files . According to some embodiments , a method is disclosed 

for identifying clone relationships between a plurality of 
BACKGROUND files at a computing device . In particular , the method can 

25 include a first step of receiving a request to perform an 
Modern file systems can utilize a “ copy - on - write ” operation ( e.g. , a copy operation , a backup operation , etc. ) 

approach with respect to managing the creation and modi- on the plurality of files . A next step of the method can 
fication of files within a given computing device . For include , for each file that is identified as a cloned file : 
example , the copy - on - write approach can enable an original entering information about each extent of a plurality of 
file to be “ cloned ” ( i.e. , logically duplicated ) and refer 30 extents of the file into a data structure , where the information 
entirely back to the same data of the original file so long as includes ( i ) an identifier of the file , ( ii ) a logical offset of the 
the original file and the cloned file remain unmodified . At extent , ( iii ) a physical block offset of the extent , and ( iv ) a 
this juncture , the original file and the cloned file are referred number of physical blocks of the extent . A next step of the 
to as “ perfect clones ” of one another . In turn , when either the method can include sorting the data structure based on the 
original file or the cloned file is modified , the modified 35 physical block offsets of the extents . Finally , the method can 
portion of the file can be written into a new area of memory , include identifying clone relationships between the files 
and the file can be updated to refer ( at least in part ) to the based on the information about the files - e.g . , overlapping 
new area of memory . At this juncture , the original file and extents — included in the data structure . 
the cloned file are referred to as “ partial clones ” of one According to some embodiments , another method is 
another , as they still share at least some subset of data . In this 40 disclosed for retaining clone relationships between files 
manner , the overall storage space consumption within the when performing copy operations between storage devices 
computing device can remain highly efficient , especially in that support file cloning . In particular , the method can 
scenarios where files are regularly cloned and minimally include a first step of receiving a request to copy at least two 
modified ( e.g. , edited photos / videos , modified databases , source files from a source storage device to a destination 
etc. ) . 45 storage device , where ( i ) the at least two source files are 

Despite the various benefits that are afforded using the members of a clone relationship , and ( ii ) both the source 
copy - on - write approach , several drawbacks unfortunately storage device and the destination storage device support file 
exist , especially with respect to the manner in which cloned cloning . Additionally , the method can include the step of 
files are copied / backed up . Consider , for example , a scenario establishing , within the destination storage device , at least 
in which two cloned files— “ A ” and “ B ” ( e.g. , where “ B ” is 50 two destination files that are based on the at least two source 
a clone of “ A ” ) — are copied from a source storage device to files , where the clone relationship of the at least two source 
a destination storage device . In this example , complete files is maintained between the at least two destination files . 
copies of the files “ A ” and “ B ” will be copied from the According to some embodiments , an additional method is 
source storage device to the destination storage device , even disclosed for retaining clone relationships between files 
in situations where file cloning is supported by the destina- 55 when performing backup and restore operations at a com 
tion storage device . Consequently , the space consumption puting device . In particular , a first step of the method can 
efficiency ( normally afforded by the clone relationship on include receiving a request to back up at least two source 
the source storage device ) is eliminated on the destination files from a source storage device to a destination storage 
storage device , which is undesirable . device , where : ( i ) the at least two source files are members 

Consider an additional scenario in which the files “ A ” and 60 of a clone relationship , ( ii ) the source storage device sup 
B " are backed up to a destination storage device that does ports file cloning , and ( iii ) the destination storage device 
not support file cloning , e.g. , a network drive that serves as does not support file cloning . A next step of the method can 
a backup destination for different computing devices . In this involve establishing , within the destination storage device , 
scenario , complete copies of the files “ A ” and “ B ” are destination files that correspond to the at least two source 
copied to the destination storage device , and no annotation 65 files . A next step of the method can involve updating 
is made within the destination storage device that these files metadata associated with each destination file in accordance 
are clones of one another ( on the source storage device ) . with the clone relationship . In turn , an additional step of the 

a 



a 
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method can involve receiving a request to restore the des- the files where it can be beneficial to preserve the clone 
tination files to the source storage device ( or to another relationships between the files . 
storage device ) , and restoring , in accordance with the meta- According to some embodiments , a technique is disclosed 
data , the destination files to the source storage device with for identifying clone relationships between a plurality of 
the clone relationship intact . 5 files at the computing device . In particular , the technique can 

Other embodiments include a non - transitory computer be implemented by a file system manager implemented on 
readable storage medium configured to store instructions the computing device , and can be invoked in conjunction 
that , when executed by a processor included in a computing with receiving a request to perform an operation ( e.g. , a copy 
device , cause the computing device to carry out the various operation , a backup operation , etc. ) on the plurality of files . 
steps of any of the foregoing methods . Further embodiments 10 In turn , the file system manager can , for each file that is 

identified as a cloned file , enter information about each include a computing device that is configured to carry out extent of a plurality of extents of the file into a data structure . the various steps of any of the foregoing methods . According to some embodiments , the information can Other aspects and advantages of the invention will include ( i ) an identifier of the file , ( ii ) a logical offset of the become apparent from the following detailed description 15 extent , ( iii ) a physical block offset of the extent , and ( iv ) a taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings that number of physical blocks of the extent . Next , the file illustrate , by way of example , the principles of the described system manager can sort the data structure based on the 
embodiments . physical block offsets of the extents to enable the file system 

manager to efficiently identify overlaps ( i.e. , clone relation 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 20 ships ) between the files that are identified as cloned files . 

Finally , the file system manager can identify clone relation 
The disclosure will be readily understood by the follow- ships between the files based on the overlaps that are gleaned 

ing detailed description in conjunction with the accompa- from the information stored in the data structure . 
nying drawings , wherein like reference numerals designate Additionally , the file system manager can be configured to 
like structural elements . 25 retain clone relationships between files when performing 
FIG . 1 illustrates a system diagram of a computing device copy operations at the computing device from a source 

that can be configured to perform the various techniques storage device that supports file cloning to a destination 
described herein , according to some embodiments . storage device that also supports file cloning . For example , 
FIGS . 2A - 2E illustrate conceptual diagrams of an the file system manager can receive a request to copy at least 

example scenario in which a file system manager identifies 30 two source files from a source storage device to a destination 
clone relationships between files , according to some storage device , where the at least two source files are 
embodiments . members of a clone relationship . In turn , the file system 
FIGS . 3A - 3F illustrate conceptual diagrams of an manager can establish , within the destination storage device , 

example scenario in which a file system manager preserves at least two destination files that are based on the at least two 
clone relationships between files that are being copied 35 source files , where the clone relationship of the at least two 
between storage devices that support file cloning , according source files is maintained between the at least two destina 
to some embodiments . tion files within the destination storage device . 

FIGS . 4A - 4H illustrate conceptual diagrams of an Additionally , the file system manager can be configured to 
example scenario in which a file system manager preserves retain clone relationships between files when performing 
clone relationships between files when backing up and 40 backup and restore operations using a destination storage 
restoring the files between a source storage device ( that device that does not support file cloning . In particular , the 
supports file cloning ) and a destination storage device that file system manager can receive a request to back up at least 
does not support file cloning , according to some embodi- two source files from a source storage device to the desti 
ments . nation storage device , where the at least two source files are 
FIG . 5 illustrates a detailed view of components that can 45 members of a clone relationship within the source storage 

be included in the computing device illustrated in FIG . 1 , device . In turn , the file system manager can establish , within 
according to some embodiments . the destination storage device , destination files that corre 

spond to the at least two source files . Additionally , the file 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION system manager can involve updating metadata associated 

50 with the destination files in accordance with the clone 
Representative applications of apparatuses and methods relationship so that the clone relationship can be restored at 

according to the presently described embodiments are pro- a later time ( e.g. , during a restore operation ) . In particular , 
vided in this section . These examples are being provided the file system manager can receive a request to restore the 
solely to add context and aid in the understanding of the destination files to the source storage device ( or to another 
described embodiments . It will thus be apparent to one 55 storage device ) , and restore , in accordance with the meta 
skilled in the art that the presently described embodiments data , the destination files to the source storage device with 
can be practiced without some or all of these specific details . the clone relationship intact . 
In other instances , well known process steps have not been A more detailed discussion of these techniques is set forth 
described in detail in order to avoid unnecessarily obscuring below and described in conjunction with FIGS . 1-5 , which 
the presently described embodiments . Other applications are 60 illustrate detailed diagrams of systems and methods that can 
possible , such that the following examples should not be be used to implement these techniques . 
taken as limiting . FIG . 1 illustrates a block diagram 100 of different com 

The described embodiments set forth techniques for pre- ponents of a computing device 102 that can be configured to 
serving clone relationships between files at a computing implement the various techniques described herein , accord 
device . In particular , the techniques involve identifying 65 ing to some embodiments . More specifically , FIG . 1 illus 
clone relationships between files in conjunction with per- trates a high - level overview of the computing device 102 , 
forming operations ( e.g. , copies , backups , restores , etc. ) on which , as shown , can include at least one processor 104 , at 
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least one memory 106 , and at least one source storage device perform a variety of useful features , including backups of 
112. According to some embodiments , the processor 104 can the files 116. In particular , the destination storage device 130 
be configured to work in conjunction with the memory 106 can receive files 116 from the computing device 102 and 
and the source storage device 112 to enable the computing store the files 116 as files 132 within the destination storage 
device 102 to implement the various techniques set forth in 5 device 130. In this manner , the destination storage device 
this disclosure . According to some embodiments , the source 130 can serve as a backup destination for the computing storage device 112 can represent a storage device that is device 102 , where the files 132 are stored in accordance with 
accessible to the computing device 102 , e.g. , a hard disk the various techniques set forth in this disclosure . In par drive , a solid - state drive , and hybrid device ( e.g. , including ticular , and as described in greater detail herein , the files 132 both hard disk and solid - state drives ) , and the like . can include metadata 134 that can be used to store various As shown in FIG . 1 , the source storage device 112 can be 
configured to store file system content 114 of a file system information ( e.g. , timestamp information , block map infor 

mation , etc. ) that can be utilized by the file system manager volume that can be mounted at the computing device 102 . 
For example , the processor 104 can be configured to mount 110 to perform the techniques described herein . Addition 
a file system volume that includes an OS 108 that is 15 ally , it will be understood that the files 132 can include 
compatible with the computing device 102. According to additional content not illustrated in FIG . 1 , such as the 
some embodiments , the OS 108 can enable a file system content included in each of the files 116 ( e.g. , file ID , 
manager 110 to execute on the computing device 102 , where extents , etc. ) . 
the file system manager 110 can be involved in the clone Accordingly , FIG . 1 sets forth an overview of different 
preservation techniques described herein . As is well - under- 20 components / entities that can be included in the computing 
stood , the OS 108 can also enable a variety of processes to device 102 to enable the embodiments described herein to be 
execute on the computing device 102 , e.g. , OS daemons , properly implemented . A more detailed description of the 
native OS applications , user applications , and the like . various functionalities of these components / entities will 
According to some embodiments , the file system volume now be provided below in conjunction with FIGS . 2-5 . 
can also include user data that is accessible at the computing 25 FIGS . 2A - 2D illustrate conceptual diagrams of an 
device 102 by way of the OS 108. However , it is noted that , example scenario in which the file system manager 110 
in some configurations , such user data can instead be stored identifies clone relationships between files , according to 
in a separate file system volume that can be concurrently some embodiments . As shown in FIG . 2A , a first step 210 
mounted on the computing device 102 and accessible to the can involve the file system manager 110 identifying , in 
OS 108. According to some embodiments , the file system 30 conjunction with an operation associated with two files 
volumes can be members of a same ( or different ) logical 116— “ A ” and “ B ” ( e.g. , as denoted by the respective 
container and can be configured to utilize the same physical identifiers 118 ) _that these files 116 are flagged as cloned 
storage space within the source storage device 112. This files . As described in greater detail herein , the operation can 
beneficially provides enhanced flexibility as each file system include a request to copy the files 116 from a source storage 
volume can consume space within the source storage device 35 device ( e.g. , the source storage device 112 ) to a destination 
112 on an as - needed basis . In addition , each file system storage device ( e.g. , the destination storage device 130 ) . In 
volume can be configured to enforce particular configura- another example , the operation can include a request to back 
tions ( e.g. , permissions , ownerships , encryption schemes , the files 116 from a source storage device ( e.g. , the source 
fragmentation schemes , etc. ) that are independent from the storage device 112 ) to a destination storage device ( e.g. , the 
configurations of other file system volumes managed by the 40 destination storage device 130 ) . It is noted that the foregoing 
computing device 102 . examples do not represent an exhaustive list of the different 
As shown in FIG . 1 , the file system content 114 can operations can provoke the file system manager 110 to 

include a collection of files 116 , and each file 116 can identify clone relationships between files 116 within the 
include an identifier 118 that can be used to uniquely identify computing device 102. On the contrary , the file system 
the file 116 within the source storage device 112. Each file 45 manager 110 can be configured to perform these operations 
116 can also include a clone flag 120 that indicates whether at any appropriate time ( e.g. , in conjunction with other 
the file 116 is a member of a clone relationship with at least events ) . 
one other file 116. Each file 116 can also include metadata In any case , as previously described above in conjunction 
122 that can be used to store various information that can be with FIG . 1 , the file system manager 110 can identify , based 
utilized by the file system manager 110 to perform the 50 on the clone flags 120 , that ( i ) the file 116 “ A ” is a clone , and 
techniques described herein . Additionally , each file 116 can ( ii ) the file “ B ” is a clone . According to some embodiments , 
include one or more extents 124 that describe the layout of the file system manager 110 can be configured to update the 
the file 116 within the source storage device 112. For clone flags 120 in accordance with different operations that 
example , each extent 124 can include a logical offset of the are performed on the files 116 within the computing device 
extent 124 relative to the other extents , which is illustrated 55 102. For example , when the file 116 “ A ” is a normal 
in FIG . 1 as a logical offset 126. Additionally , each extent filei.e . , no files are cloned off of the file 116 “ A ” —the 
124 can include a starting physical block address ( within the clone flag 120 can be set as " false . ” At a later time , when the 
source storage device 112 ) , which is illustrated in FIG . 1 as file 116 “ B ” is created as a cloned file that is based on the 
the physical block offset 128. Additionally , each extent 124 file 116 “ A ” , the file system manager 110 can set the 
can include a length of successive physical blocks ( that 60 respective clone flags 120 for the files 116 “ A ” and “ B ” to 
follow the starting physical block address ) , which is illus- " true . ” In this manner , the file system manager 110 can 
trated in FIG . 1 as the number of physical blocks 129. In this readily identify , at least at a high level , when files 116 are 
manner , a single file 116 can be separated into various members of a clone relationship . In turn , the file system 
extents 124 that are stored across different areas of the manager 110 can carry out a series of steps to identify details 
source storage device 112 . 65 about the clone relationship in particular , whether the 

Additionally , the computing device 102 can be configured clone relationship is a perfect or partial clone relationship 
to communicate with a destination storage device 130 to which are described below in greater detail . 

up 
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According to some embodiments , the file system manager this information can be utilized to increase the efficiency by 
110 can identify details about the clone relationship by which the operation ( associated with step 210 ) is performed . 
analyzing the overlaps in the underlying data of the files 116 Additionally , as previously described herein , the file sys 
“ A ” and “ B ” . According to some embodiments , to carry out tem manager 110 can be configured to identify partial clone 
this analysis , the file system manager 110 can begin by 5 relationships between files 116. Accordingly , FIG . 2C illus 
inserting information — referred to herein as “ block map trates an example scenario in which the file system manager 
information ” —about the extents 124 of the files 116 “ A ” and 110 can identify a partial clone relationship between three 
“ B ” into a data structure ( e.g. , a tree structure , a linked - list , different files 116. For example , as shown in FIG . 2C , a step 
an array , a hash table , etc. ) . For example , the data structure 230 can involve the file system manager 110 identifying , in 
can include a group of nodes that are arranged in a tree 10 conjunction with an operation associated with the files 116 “ C ” , “ D ” , and “ E ” , that these files are flagged as cloned files hierarchy ( not illustrated in FIG . 2A ) , where each node within the computing device 102 ( e.g. , utilizing the clone corresponds to a respective extent 124 of one of the files 116 flags 120 , as described above in conjunction with FIG . 2A ) . “ A ” and “ B ” . For example , for a given extent 124 , a In turn , the file system manager 110 can utilize a data corresponding node can include ( i ) an identifier 118 asso 15 structure to effectively identify overlaps between the extents 
ciated with the corresponding file 116 ( in which the extent 124 of the files 116 “ C ” , “ D ” , and “ E ” ( e.g. , as also described 124 is included ) , a logical offset 126 associated with the above in conjunction with FIG . 2A ) . For example , as illus 
extent 124 , a physical block offset 128 associated with the trated in FIG . 2C , two of the extents 124 of the file 116 
extent 124 , and a number of physical blocks 129 associated “ C ” —illustrated in FIG . 2C as extents 232-1,2_overlap the 
with the extent 124. An example layout of this information 20 extents 124 of the file 116 “ D ” —illustrated in FIG . 2C as the 
is included within the different extents 124 of the files 116 extents 234-1,2 . In this regard , the file system manager 110 
“ A ” and “ B ” , which are illustrated in FIG . 2A as the extents identifies a clone relationship 238 between the files 116 “ C ” 
212-1,2,3 ( for the file 116 “ A ” ) and the extents 214-1,2,3 and “ D ” because at least a subset of their corresponding 
( for the file 116 “ B ” ) . For example , the information “ { A , 1 , extents 124 overlap . Notably , no overlap exists between the 
1,5 } " within the extent 212-1 indicates that the identifier 118 25 extent 232-3 ( of the file 116 “ C ” ) and the extent 234-3 ( of 
for the file 116 ( associated with the extent 212-1 ) is “ A ” , the the file 116 “ D ” ) . Next , the file system manager 110 iden 
logical offset 126 of the extent 212-1 is one ( e.g. , the extent tifies that one of the extents 124 of the file 116 “ D ” _ 
212-1 is the first extent within the file 116 “ A ” ) , the physical illustrated in FIG . 2C as the extent 234-3 — overlaps one of 
block offset 128 is one ( e.g. , a first physical block within the the extents 124 of the file 116 " E ” -illustrated in FIG . 2C as 
source storage device 112 ) , and the number of physical 30 the extent 236-3 . In this regard , the file system manager 110 
blocks 129 is five ( e.g. , the extent 212-1 is five physical identifies a clone relationship 239 between the files 116 “ D ” 
blocks long ) . It will be understood that the example layouts and “ E ” because at least a subset of their corresponding 
illustrated in FIGS . 2A and 2D ( described elow ) include extents 124 overlap . Additionally , the extents 236-1,2 of the 
exemplary numbers that have been minimized in the interest file 116 “ E ” do not overlap with any of the extents 124 of the 
of simplicity , e.g. , the physical block offset 128 normally 35 file 116 “ D ” ( as well as the extents 124 of the file 116 “ C ” ) . 
will refer to a complete ( e.g. , 64 - bit ) memory address within At this juncture , the file system manager 110 can identify 
the source storage device 112 . whether any additional files 116 are included in ( 1 ) the clone 

Accordingly , after the file system manager 110 populates relationship 238 between the files 116 “ C ” and “ D ” , or ( 2 ) 
the data structure with nodes based on the different extents the clone relationship 239 between the files 116 “ D ” and 
124 of the files 116 “ A ” and “ B ” , the file system manager 40 “ E ” . However , in the interest of maintaining simplicity in 
110 can sort the nodes based on the physical block offsets this example , the clone relationships 238/239 are exclusive 
128 included in the nodes . At this juncture , the file system to the files 116 “ C ” , “ D ” , and “ E ” , as illustrated at step 240 
manager 110 can efficiently identify the overlapping extents in FIG . 2D . For example , upon determining that ( 1 ) the files 
124 between the files 116 “ A ” and “ B ” based on the 116 “ C ” and “ D ” partially overlap one another , and ( 2 ) the 
information included within the sorted nodes ( e.g. , the 45 files 116 “ D ” and “ E ” partially overlap one another , the file 
physical block offsets 128 and the number of physical blocks system manager 110 can merge the clone relationships 238 
129 ) . In this manner , the file system manager 110 can and 239 into a partial clone relationship 242 that includes the 
effectively identify when two or more files 116 are members files 116 “ C ” , “ D ” , and “ E ” . In turn , and as described below 
of a clone relationship . For example , as shown in FIG . 2A , in greater detail , this information can be utilized to increase 
the file system manager 110 identifies that each of the 50 the efficiency by which the operation ( associated with step 
extents 124 of the file 116 “ A ” ( i.e. , the extents 212-1,2,3 ) 230 ) is performed . 
perfectly overlap the extents 124 of the file 116 “ B ” ( i.e. , the Accordingly , FIGS . 2A - 2D provide a detailed breakdown 
extents 214-1,2,3 ) . In turn , the file system manager 110 can of example scenarios in which the file system manager 110 
identify that the files 116 “ A ” and “ B ” are members of a identifies both perfect and partial clone relationships 
clone relationship 216 , as illustrated in FIG . 2A . 55 between files 116. A high - level breakdown of these various 

At this juncture , the file system manager 110 can identify techniques will now be discussed below in conjunction with 
whether any additional files 116 are included in the clone FIG . 2E , with reference to FIGS . 2A - 2D . 
relationship 216 between the files 116 “ A ” and “ B ” . How- FIG . 2E illustrates a method 250 for identifying clone 
ever , in the interest of maintaining simplicity in this relationships between files 116 , according to some embodi 
example , the clone relationship 216 is exclusive to the files 60 ments . As shown in FIG . 2E , the method 250 begins at step 
116 “ A ” and “ B ” , as illustrated at step 220 in FIG . 2B . For 252 , where the file system manager 110 receives a request to 
example , upon determining that ( 1 ) the files 116 “ A ” and perform an operation on a plurality of files 116 at the 
“ B ” perfectly overlap one another , and ( 2 ) no additional files computing device 102 ( e.g. , as described above in conjunc 
116 overlap the files 116 “ A ” and “ B ” , the file system tion with FIG . 2A ) . At step 254 , the file system manager 110 
manager 110 can convert the clone relationship 216 into a 65 performs the following for each file 116 that is identified as 
perfect clone relationship 222 that includes the files 116 “ A ” a cloned file 116 : entering information about each extent 124 
and “ B ” . In turn , and as described below in greater detail , of a plurality of extents 124 of the file 116 into a data 
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structure , where the information includes ( i ) an identifier device 112 “ Main_1 ” to the destination storage device 130 
118 of the corresponding file 116 , ( ii ) a logical offset 126 of “ Main_2 ” to establish a destination file 132 “ A ” at the 
the extent 124 , ( iii ) a physical block offset 128 of the extent destination storage device 130 “ Main_2 " . In this regard , the 
124 , and ( iv ) a number of physical blocks 129 of the extent destination file 132 “ A ” consumes the same amount of 
124 ( e.g. , as described above in conjunction with FIGS . 2A 5 storage space within the destination storage device 130 
and 2C ) . At step 256 , the file system manager 110 sorts the source file 116 “ A ” within the source 
data structure based on the physical block offsets 128 of the storage device 112 “ Main_1 ” . 
extents 124 ( e.g. , as described above in conjunction with Next , at step 340 in FIG . 3D , the file system manager 110 
FIGS . 2A and 2C ) . Finally , at step 258 , the file system can , via a procedure 342 , clone the destination file 132 “ A ” 
manager 110 identifies clone relationships between the files 10 at the destination storage device 130 “ Main 2 ” to establish 
116 based on the data structure ( e.g. , as described above in a destination file 132 “ B ” ( within the destination storage 
conjunction with FIGS . 2A - 2D ) . device 130 “ Main_2 " ) that corresponds to the source file 116 

Accordingly , FIGS . 2A - 2E provide a detailed breakdown “ B ” at the source storage device 112. In this regard , the 
of techniques that can implemented to identify clone rela- destination file 132 “ B ” consumes only a small amount of 
tionships between files 116 at the computing device 102. As 15 memory , as the underlying data for the destination file 132 
previously described above , this approach can be used to “ B ” is supported by the underlying data of the destination 
utilized to preserve clone relationships between files 116 that file 132 “ A ” through the preserved perfect clone relation 
are being copied from a source storage device ( that supports ship . In turn , at step 350 of FIG . 3E , the destination files 132 
file cloning ) e.g . , the source storage device 112 — to a “ A ” and “ B ” exist within the destination storage device 130 
destination storage device that supports file cloning e.g. , 20 “ Main_2 ” with a perfect clone relationship 352 in correla 
the destination storage device 130 which is described tion to the perfect clone relationship 316 between the source 
below in greater detail in conjunction with FIGS . 3A - 3F . files 116 “ A ” and “ B ” at the source storage device 112 

FIGS . 3A - 3E illustrate conceptual diagrams of an “ Main_1 ” . 
example scenario in which the file system manager 110 Accordingly , FIGS . 3A - 3E provide a detailed breakdown 
preserves clone relationships between files 116 that are 25 of an example scenario in which the file system manager 110 
being copied between storage devices that support file preserves clone relationships between files 116 that are 
cloning , according to some embodiments . As shown in FIG . being copied between storage devices that support file 
3A , a first step 310 can involve the file system manager 110 cloning . A high - level breakdown of these various techniques 
identifying a selection of a least two source files 116 “ A ” and will now be discussed below in conjunction with FIG . 3F , 
“ B ” stored on a source storage device 112 named “ Main 1 ” , 30 with reference to FIGS . 3A - 3E . 
where a perfect clone relationship 316 exists between the FIG . 3F illustrates a method 360 for preserving clone 
source files 116 “ A ” and “ B ” . As shown in FIG . 3A , this can relationships between files 116 that are being copied from a 
involve a user selecting ( e.g. , via a selection 314 ) , within a source storage device ( that supports file cloning ) ( e.g. , the 
user interface ( UI ) 312 , UI elements that correspond to the source storage device 112 ) to a destination storage device 
source files 116 “ A ” and “ B ” . The UI 312 can be presented , 35 that supports file cloning ( e.g. , the destination storage device 
for example , at a display device with which the computing 130 ) , according to some embodiments . As shown in FIG . 3F , 
device 102 is communicably coupled . Next , at step 320 the method 360 begins at step 362 , where the file system 
illustrated in FIG . 3B , the file system manager 110 receives manager 110 receives a request to copy at least two source 
a request to copy the source files 116 “ A ” and “ B ” from the files 116 from the source storage device 112 to the destina 
source storage device 112 “ Main_1 ” to a destination storage 40 tion storage device 130 ( e.g. , as described above in con 
device 130 “ Main_2 " . For example , the destination storage junction with FIG . 3A ) . At step 364 , the file system manager 
device 130 can be included in the computing device 102 110 identifies ( i ) that the at least two source files 116 are 
( e.g. , as a secondary storage device to the source storage members of a clone relationship , and ( ii ) the source storage 
device 112 ) , remote to the computing device 102 ( e.g. , a device 112 and the destination storage device 130 support 
network - based destination storage device 130 ) , and so on , 45 file cloning ( e.g. , as described above in conjunction with 
where the destination storage device 130 “ Main_2 " supports FIG . 3C ) . At step 366 , the file system manager 110 estab 
file cloning . As shown in FIG . 3B , the copy operation can be lishes , within the destination storage device 130 , at least two 
issued in response to identifying a drag and drop event 322 destination files 132 that are based on the at least two source 
of the source files 116 “ A ” and “ B ” that lands on a UI files 116 , where the clone relationship of the at least two 
element that corresponds to the destination storage device 50 source files 116 is maintained between the at least two 
130 “ Main_2 " . It is noted that other approaches can be destination files ( e.g. , as described above in conjunction 
utilized to invoke the request to copy the source files 116 with FIGS . 3D - 3E ) . 
“ A ” and “ B ” , e.g. , hot keys , context menu selections , and so Accordingly , FIGS . 3A - 3F provide a detailed breakdown 

of techniques that can implemented to preserve clone rela 
Next , in FIG . 3C , a step 330 involves the file system 55 tionships between files 116 when performing copy opera 

manager 110 identifying the perfect clone relationship 316 tions between storage devices that support file cloning . 
between the source files 116 “ A ” and “ B ” ( e.g. , using the Additionally , as previously described above , the embodi 
clone discovery techniques described above in conjunction ments set forth an additional technique that can be used to 
with FIGS . 2A - 2E ) . In this regard , the file system manager preserve clone relationships when backing up and restoring 
110 can attempt to preserve the perfect clone relationship 60 files 116 between a source storage device ( that supports file 
316 between the source files 116 “ A ” and “ B ” when they are cloning ) and a destination storage device that does not 
copied to the destination storage device 130 “ Main_2 " to support file cloning , which is described below in greater 
achieve similar space savings ( afforded by the perfect clone detail in conjunction with FIGS . 4A - 4H . 
relationship 316 ) within the destination storage device 130 FIGS . 4A - 4G illustrate conceptual diagrams of an 
“ Main_2 ” . According to some embodiments , to achieve this 65 example scenario in which the file system manager 110 
result , the file system manager 110 can , via a procedure 332 , preserves clone relationships when backing up and restoring 
copy data of the source file 116 “ A ” from the source storage files between a source storage device ( that supports file 
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cloning ) ( e.g. , the source storage device 112 ) and a desti- above ) . In this regard , the storage space consumed by the 
nation storage device that does not support file cloning ( e.g. , destination file 132 “ B ” is relatively small , as the destination 
the destination storage device 130 ) , according to some file 132 “ B ” primarily references the underlying data of the 
embodiments . As shown in FIG . 4A , a first step 410 can destination file 132 “ A ” . 
involve the file system manager 110 receiving a request to Additionally , the file system manager 110 can note , within 
back up the source files 116 “ A ” and “ B ” from the source the destination storage device 130 , that the destination files 
storage device 112 to the destination storage device 130. For 132 “ A ” and “ B ” do not truly represent hard - linked files 
example , the request can be issued in response to a periodic when they are subsequently restored to the source storage 
backup schedule being triggered , a manual backup being device 112 ( or to another storage device ) . In particular , and 
triggered , and so on . To simplify this example scenario , the 10 as shown in FIG . 4D , a fourth step 440 can involve the file 
destination storage device 130 is empty and does not yet system manager 110 populating the metadata 134 of one or 
include any content ( e.g. , no backups have occurred in more of the destination files 132 “ A ” and “ B ” to indicate that 
conjunction with the destination storage device 130 ) , as they are members of the perfect clone relationship 412 — not 
illustrated in FIG . 4A . members of the hard - link relationship established within the 
As shown in FIG . 4A , step 410 can involve the file system 15 destination storage device 130. For example , the file system 

manager 110 identifying that a perfect clone relationship 412 manager 110 can include , within the metadata 134 that 
exists between the source files 116 “ A ” and “ B ” ( e.g. , using corresponds to the destination file 132 “ A ” , the identifier 118 
the techniques described above in conjunction with FIGS . “ B ” that corresponds to the destination file 132 “ B ” with 
2A - 2E ) . In response , a next step 420 illustrated in FIG . 4B which the destination file 132 “ A ” is hard - linked , or vice 
can involve the file system manager 110 carrying out the 20 versa . Alternatively , the file system manager 110 can include 
backup with the goal of preserving the perfect clone rela- this information within the metadata 134 for each of the 
tionship 412 between the source files 116 “ A ” and “ B ” destination files 132 “ A ” and “ B ” to increase redundancy 
within the source storage device 112. However , as noted ( e.g. , in case the metadata 134 of one of the destination files 
above , in the example scenario illustrated in conjunction 132 “ A ” and “ B ” becomes corrupted ) . In this manner , the file 
with FIGS . 4A - 4H , the destination storage device 130 does 25 system manager 110 can utilize the metadata 134 to identify 
not support file cloning . In this regard , file cloning cannot be the perfect clone indication 442 , and effectively re - establish 
utilized ( e.g. , as it was in the example scenario described the perfect clone relationship 412 when the destination files 
above in conjunction with FIGS . 3A - 3F ) at the destination 132 “ A ” and “ B ” are restored to the source storage device 
storage device 130 to preserve the perfect clone relationship 112 at a subsequent time , e.g. , during the restoration proce 
412. However , the file system manager 110 can utilize 30 dure described below in conjunction with FIGS . 4F - 4G . 
different features that are available on the destination storage Accordingly , at the conclusion of step 440 of FIG . 4D , the 
device 130 , including file " hard - links , ” that can be used to file system manager 110 has identified a perfect clone 
preserve the perfect clone relationship 412 under a different relationship 412 between the source files 116 “ A ” and “ B ” 
form within the destination storage device 130 . and preserved the perfect clone relationship 412 among the 
As a brief aside , it is noted that a hard - link between two 35 corresponding destination files 132 “ A ” and “ B ” using 

files is different than a perfect clone relationship between hard - links . Additionally , as noted above , the file system 
two files . For example , when two files 132 are hard - linked manager 110 can also identify and preserve partial clone 
within the destination storage device 130 , any change to one relationships between source files 116 when backing up the 
of the files 132 will directly affect the other file 132. For source files 116 from the source storage device 112 to the 
example , if the first file 132 is a word - processing document , 40 destination storage device 130 . 
and the second file 132 is hard - linked to the first file 132 , any Accordingly , FIG . 4E illustrates a step 450 that covers 
changes to the word - processing document will be seen when partial clone discovery and retention when performing back 
opening either the first file 132 or the second file 132. Thus , ups . As shown in FIG . 4E , the step 450 can involve the file 
hard - links are distinct from perfect clone relationships , as system manager 110 identifying , in response to receiving a 
files that are perfect clones of one another divert onto 45 backup request , that a partial clone relationship 452 exists 
separate paths after a first change is made to either one of the between the source files 116 “ C ” , “ D ” , and “ E ” ( e.g. , using 
files , whereupon the perfect clone relationship transitions the techniques described above in conjunction with FIGS . 
into a partial clone relationship . Accordingly , the file system 2A - 2E ) . In response , the file system manager 110 can carry 
manager 110 can utilize hard - links within the destination out the backup with the goal of preserving the partial clone 
storage device 130 to preserve perfect clone relationships 50 relationship 452 between the source files 116 “ C ” , “ D ” , and 
even when file cloning is not available within the destination “ E ” within the source storage device 112. However , as noted 
storage device 130 . above , in the example scenario illustrated in conjunction 

To implement this approach , as shown in FIG . 4B , step with FIGS . 4A - 4H , the destination storage device 130 does 
420 can involve the file system manager 110 creating , within not support file cloning . Moreover , the hard - link approach 
the destination storage device 130 , a destination file 132 “ A ” 55 described herein also cannot be utilized , as the underlying 
by copying , via a copy operation 422 , the content of the content is different for each of the source files 116 “ C ” , “ D ” , 
source file 116 “ A ” from the source storage device 112 to the and “ E ” ( in accordance with the partial clone relationship 
destination storage device 130. In this regard , the storage 452 ) . However , as described below in greater detail , infor 
space consumed by the destination file 132 “ A ” within the mation about the source files 116 “ C ” , “ D ” , and “ E ” can be 
destination storage device 130 matches the storage space 60 noted within the destination storage device 130 so that the 
consumed by the source file 116 “ A ” within the source partial clone relationship 452 can be preserved and re 
storage device 112 , as the destination file 132 “ A ” is a copy established when performing restoration operations at a 
of the source file 116 “ A ” . Next , at step 430 in FIG . 4C , the subsequent time . 
file system manager 110 creates , within the destination As shown in FIG . 4E , step 450 can involve copying ( via 
storage device 130 , a destination file 132 “ B ” that is hard- 65 copy operations 454 ) each of the source files 116 “ C ” , “ D ” , 
linked ( via a hard - link 432 ) to the destination file 132 “ A ” and “ E ” from the source storage device 112 to the destina 
( in accordance with the hard - link techniques described tion storage device 130 to establish destination files 132 “ C ” , 
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“ D ” , and “ E ” . According to some embodiments , each of manager 110 reproducing both the perfect clone relationship 
destination files 132 “ C ” , “ D ” , and “ E ” can represent 412 and the partial clone relationship 452 ( between the 
complete copies of their counterpart source files 116. Alter- appropriate restored files ) . In particular , the file system 
natively , the file system manager 110 can attempt to mini- manager 110 can reproduce these clone relationships by 
mize the overall storage space consumption within the 5 utilizing the metadata 134 that was established when creat 
destination storage device 130 by copying only the unique ing the destination files 132 “ A ” , “ B ” , “ C ” , “ D ” , and “ E ” 
extents 124 that exist across the source files 116 “ C ” , “ D ” , within the destination storage device 130 ( as described 
and “ E ” . For example , when performing the clone discovery above in conjunction with FIGS . 4A - 4E ) . 
techniques described herein , the file system manager 110 Accordingly , at step 470 of FIG . 4G , the file system 
can identify that the source file 116 “ C ” serves as a base file 10 manager 110 can first restore the destination files 132 “ A ” 
for the source files “ D ” and “ E ” , and copy all of the extents and “ B ” via restore operations 472. According to some 
124 of the source file 116 “ C ” from the source storage device embodiments , restoring the destination files 132 “ A ” and 
112 to the destination storage device 130. Next , the file “ B ” —which , originally , were members of the perfect clone 
system manager 110 can identify that the source file 116 “ D ” relationship 412 can involve the file system manager 110 
differs from the source file 116 “ C ” by only a single extent 15 creating , within the source storage device 112 , a restored 
124 , and copy only that extent 124 ( e.g. , as a destination file source file 116 “ A ” that corresponds to the destination file 
132 ) to the destination storage device 130. Continuing with 132 “ A ” . For example , the file system manager 110 can 
this example , the file system manager 110 can identify that identify , based on the metadata 134 for one or more of the 
the source file 116 " E ” differs from the source file 116 " D " destination files 132 “ A ” and “ B ” , that the destination files 
by only a single extent 124 , and copy only that extent 124 20 132 “ A ” and “ B ” —despite being hard - linked within the 
( e.g. , as a destination file 132 ) to the destination storage destination storage device 130_are members of the perfect 
device 130 . clone relationship 412. In turn , the file system manager 110 

In any case , the file system manager 110 can store , within can copy the underlying data of the destination file 132 “ A ” 
metadata 134 of the destination files 132 , various informa- to the source storage device 112 to establish the restored 
tion about the relationships between the source files 116 / 25 source file 116 “ A ” . Next , in accordance with the metadata 
corresponding destination files 132 ( as illustrated in FIG . 4E 134 associated with the destination files 132 “ A ” and “ B ” , 
as respective source file information 456 ) . For example , as the file system manager 110 can clone the restored source 
shown in FIG . 4E , the file system manager 110 can be file 116 “ A ” to produce a restored source file 116 “ B ” , 
configured gather , for each of the source files 116 “ C ” , “ D ” , thereby re - instantiating the perfect clone relationship 412 
and “ E ” ( i ) block map information associated with the 30 between the restored source files 116 “ A ” and “ B ” 
source file 116 , and ( ii ) timestamp information associated as the storage space savings that benefit from the perfect 
with the source file 116. As previously described above , the clone relationship 412 . 
block map information for a source file 116 can include Additionally , at step 470 of FIG . G , the file system 
various information about the source file 116 itself ( e.g. , an manager 110 can restore the destination files 132 “ C ” , “ D ” , 
identifier 118 ) , extents 124 of the source file 116 ( e.g. , a 35 and “ E ” via the restore operations 472. According to some 
logical offset 126 , a physical block offset 128 , a number of embodiments , restoring the destination files 132 “ C ” , “ D ” , 
physical blocks 129 etc. ) , and so on . Additionally , the and “ E ” —which , originally , were members of the partial 
timestamp information for a source file 116 can include any clone relationship 452 can involve the file system manager 
temporal information associated with the source file 116 , 110 creating , within the source storage device 112 , a restored 
e.g. , a creation date , a last - accessed date , a last - modified 40 source file 116 “ C ” that corresponds to the destination file 
date , and so on . This timestamp information can be utilized 132 “ C ” . For example , the file system manager 110 can 
by the file system manager 110 to identify the order in which identify , based on the metadata 134 ( e.g. , timestamps , block 
files are created , which can be useful when attempting to maps , etc. ) associated with one or more of the destination 
replicate partial clone relationships ( e.g. , during a restora- files 132 “ C ” , “ D ” , and “ E ” , that the destination file 132 “ C ” 
tion procedure ) between one or more files . It noted that the 45 serves as a base file for the destination files 132 “ D ” and “ E ” 
foregoing listings are merely exemplary , and that ( e.g. , as described above ) , and copy all of the extents 124 of 
mation associated with the source files 116 can be utilized to the destination file 132 “ C ” from the source storage device 
implement / supplement the techniques described herein . In 112 to the destination storage device 130 to establish the 
this manner , the file system manager 110 can utilize this restored source file 116 “ C ” . According to some embodi 
information to effectively re - establish the partial clone rela- 50 ments , the destination file 132 “ C ” can be identified as the 
tionship 452 when the destination files 132 “ C ” , “ D ” , and base file when its creation date is earlier than the other 
“ E ” are restored to the source storage device 112 at a destination files 132 “ D ” and “ E ” . Next , the file system 
subsequent time , e.g. , during the restoration procedure manager 110 can identify , based the metadata 134 , that the 
described below in conjunction with FIGS . 4F - 4G . destination file 132 “ D ” ( i ) is derived from the destination 
As shown in FIG . 4F , a step 460 can involve the file 55 file 132 “ C ” ( e.g. , based on timestamp information ) , and ( ii ) 

system manager 110 identifying a condition in which the differs from the source file 116 “ C ” by only a single extent 
source files 116 “ A ” , “ B ” , “ C ” , “ D ” , and “ E ” are no longer 124 ( e.g. , as described above ) . In turn , the file system 
accessible within the source storage device 112. This can manager 110 can clone the restored source file 116 “ C ” 
occur , for example , when the source storage device 112 within the source storage device 112 to establish a restored 
becomes corrupted , when the computing device 102 ( in 60 source file 116 “ D ” , and propagate the appropriate changes 
which the source storage device 112 is included ) is lost , and ( e.g. , the different extent 124 ) into the restored source file 
so on . In any case , the file system manager 110 can initialize 116 “ D ” within the source storage device 112. Additionally , 
a restoration procedure to restore the destination files 132 the file system manager 110 can identify , based the metadata 
“ A ” , “ B ” , “ C ” , “ D ” , and “ E ” from the destination storage 134 , that the destination file 132 “ E ” ( i ) is derived from the 
device 130 to the source storage device 112. As described 65 destination file 132 “ D ” ( e.g. , based on timestamp informa 
below in greater detail , restoring the destination files 132 tion ) , and ( ii ) differs from the source file 116 “ D ” by only a 
" A ” , “ B ” , “ C ” , “ D ” , and “ E ” can involve the file system single extent 124 ( e.g. , as described above ) . In turn , the file 
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system manager 110 can clone the restored source file 116 device 500 can include a processor 502 that represents a 
“ D ” within the source storage device 112 to establish a microprocessor or controller for controlling the overall 
restored source file 116 “ E ” , and propagate the appropriate operation of the computing device 500. The computing 
changes ( e.g. , the different extent 124 ) into the restored device 500 can also include a user input device 508 that 
source file 116 “ E ” within the source storage device 112 . 5 allows a user of the computing device 500 to interact with 

Accordingly , at the conclusion of FIG . 4G , the restored the computing device 500. For example , the user input source files 116 “ A ” “ B ” are stored within the source storage device 508 can take a variety of forms , such as a button , device 112 in accordance with the perfect clone relationship keypad , dial , touch screen , audio input interface , visual / 412. Moreover , the restored source files 116 “ C ” , “ D ” , and image capture input interface , input in the form of sensor “ E ” are stored within the source storage device 112 in 10 data , and so on . Still further , the computing device 500 can accordance with the partial clone relationship 452. In this 
regard , the techniques described in conjunction with FIGS . include a display 510 that can be controlled by the processor 
4A - 4G enable the file system manager 110 to preserve clone 502 ( e.g. , via a graphics component ) to display information 

to the user . A data bus 516 can facilitate data transfer relationships — at least in part ( e.g. , using hard - links , meta 
data , and so on ) within destination storage devices that do 15 between at least a storage device 540 , the processor 502 , and 
not support file cloning . Moreover , the techniques described a controller 513. The controller 513 can be used to interface 
in conjunction with FIGS . 4A - 4G enable the file system with and control different equipment through an equipment 
manager 110 to restore the backed - up files to source storage control bus 514. The computing device 500 can also include 
devices that support file cloning , such that the original a network / bus interface 511 that couples to a data link 512 . 
perfect / partial clone relationships — and the various benefits 20 In the case of a wireless connection , the network / bus inter 
afforded by these clone relationships - remains intact . face 511 can include a wireless transceiver . 

Accordingly , FIGS . 4A - 4G provide a detailed breakdown As noted above , the computing device 500 also includes 
of an example scenario in which the file system manager 110 the storage device 540 , which can comprise a single disk or 
preserves clone relationships when backing up and restoring a collection of disks ( e.g. , hard drives ) . In some embodi 
files between a source storage device ( that supports file 25 ments , storage device 540 can include flash memory , semi 
cloning ) and a destination storage device that does not conductor ( solid state ) memory or the like . The computing 
support file cloning . A high - level breakdown of these vari device 500 can also include a Random - Access Memory ous techniques will now be discussed below in conjunction ( RAM ) 520 and a Read - Only Memory ( ROM ) 522. The with FIG . 4H , with reference to FIGS . 4A - 4G . ROM 522 can store programs , utilities or processes to be 
FIG . 4H illustrates a method 480 for preserving clone 30 executed in a non - volatile manner . The RAM 520 can relationships when backing up and restoring files between a 

source storage device ( that supports file cloning ) ( e.g. , the provide volatile data storage , and stores instructions related 
to the operation of applications executing on the computing source storage device 112 ) and a destination storage device device 500 , e.g. , the file system manager 110 . that does not support file cloning ( e.g. , the destination 

storage device 130 ) , according to some embodiments . As 35 The various aspects , embodiments , implementations or 
shown in FIG . 4H , the method 480 begins at step 482 , where features of the described embodiments can be used sepa 
the file system manager 110 receives a request to back up at rately or in any combination . Various aspects of the 
least two source files 116 from the source storage device 112 described embodiments can be implemented by software , 
to the destination storage device 130 ( e.g. , as described hardware or a combination of hardware and software . The 
above in conjunction with FIG . 4A ) . At step 484 , the file 40 described embodiments can also be embodied as computer 
system manager 110 determines ( i ) the at least two source readable code on a computer readable medium . The com 
files 116 are members of a clone relationship , ( ii ) the source puter readable medium is any data storage device that can 
storage device 112 supports file cloning , and ( iii ) the desti store data which can thereafter be read by a computer 
nation storage device 130 does not support file cloning ( e.g. , system . Examples of the computer readable medium include 
as described above in conjunction with FIG . 4A ) . 45 read - only memory , random - access memory , CD - ROMs , 

At step 486 , the file system manager 110 establishes , DVDs , magnetic tape , hard disk drives , solid state drives , 
within the destination storage device 130 , destination files and optical data storage devices . The computer readable 
132 that correspond to the at least two source files 116 ( e.g. , medium can also be distributed over network - coupled com 
as described above in conjunction with FIGS . 4A - 4D ) . At puter systems so that the computer readable code is stored 
step 488 , the file system manager 110 updates metadata 134 50 and executed in a distributed fashion . 
associated with each destination file 132 in accordance with The foregoing description , for purposes of explanation , 
the clone relationship ( e.g. , as described above in conjunc used specific nomenclature to provide a thorough under 
tion with FIGS . 4A - 4D ) . At step 490 , the file system standing of the described embodiments . However , it will be 
manager 110 receives a request to restore the destination apparent to one skilled in the art that the specific details are 
files 132 to the source storage device 112 ( e.g. , at a time 55 not required in order to practice the described embodiments . 
subsequent to the initial back up performed at step 482 ) Thus , the foregoing descriptions of specific embodiments 
( e.g. , as described above in conjunction with FIGS . 4E - 4F ) . are presented for purposes of illustration and description . 
Finally , at step 492 , the file system manager 110 restores the They are not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the 
destination files 132 to the source storage device 130 with described embodiments to the precise forms disclosed . It 
the clone relationship intact ( e.g. , as described above in 60 will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art that many 
conjunction with FIGS . 4E - 4F ) . modifications and variations are possible in view of the 
FIG . 5 illustrates a detailed view of a computing device above teachings . 

500 that can be used to implement the various techniques 
described herein , according to some embodiments . In par- What is claimed is : 
ticular , the detailed view illustrates various components that 65 1. A method for retaining clone relationships between files 
can be included in the computing device 102 described in when performing file copy operations in order to preserve 
conjunction with FIG . 1. As shown in FIG . 5 , the computing available storage space , the method comprising : 
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receiving a request to copy a first file and a second file ( 2 ) a file cloning operation that causes a clone of the 
from a source storage device to a destination storage third file to be established at the destination storage 
device , wherein a first clone relationship exists between device as a fourth file , wherein : 
the first and second files ; the fourth file contains only a subset of data of the 

identifying that the destination storage device supports third file such that a second clone relationship 
file cloning capabilities , and exists between the third and fourth files that is the 

performing , on the destination storage device : same as the first clone relationship between the 
( 1 ) a file copy operation that causes a copy of the first first and second files . 

file to be established at the destination storage device 9. The non - transitory computer readable storage medium 
as a third file , and of claim 8 , wherein : 

( 2 ) a file cloning operation that causes a clone of the the first clone relationship is a perfect clone relationship 
third file to be established at the destination storage when extents referred to by the first and second files are 
device as a fourth file , wherein : identical in nature , and 
the fourth file contains only a subset of data of the the first clone relationship is a partial clone relationship 

third file such that a second clone relationship when at least one physical block overlap exists between 
exists between the third and fourth files that is the extents of the first and second files . 
same as the first clone relationship between the 10. The non - transitory computer readable storage medium 
first and second files . of claim 8 , wherein the second clone relationship is the same 

2. The method of claim 1 , wherein : 20 as the first clone relationship when the third and fourth files 
the first clone relationship is a perfect clone relationship are cloned in the same manner as the first and second files . 
when extents referred to by the first and second files are 11. The non - transitory computer readable storage medium 
identical in nature , and of claim 8 , where the subset of data comprises information 

the first clone relationship is a partial clone relationship that refers to at least one extent that is shared between the 
when at least one physical block overlap exists between 25 third and fourth files . 
extents of the first and second files . 12. The non - transitory computer readable storage medium 

3. The method of claim 1 , wherein the second clone of claim 8 , wherein the request is generated in response to : 
relationship is the same as the first clone relationship when receiving a selection of the first and second files in a user 
the third and fourth files are cloned in the same manner as interface ( UI ) ; and 
the first and second files . receiving a copy command associated with the first and 

4. The method of claim 1 , where the subset of data second files . 
comprises information that refers to at least one extent that 13. The non - transitory computer readable storage medium 
is shared between the third and fourth files . of claim 12 , wherein the copy command is issued in con 

5. The method of claim 1 , wherein the request is generated junction with receiving , at a user interface ( UI ) element that 
in response to : 35 represents the destination storage device , a drop event from 

receiving a selection of the first and second files in a user a drag of the selection of the first and second files . 
interface ( UI ) ; and 14. The non - transitory computer readable storage medium 

receiving a copy command associated with the first and of claim 12 , wherein the copy command is issued in con 
second files . junction with ( 1 ) ( i ) receiving a second selection of a copy 

6. The method of claim 5 , wherein the copy command is 40 UI element / a third selection of a paste UI element within a 
issued in conjunction with receiving , at a user interface ( UI ) context menu displayed in association with the selection , or 
element that represents the destination storage device , a drop ( 2 ) detecting ( i ) a first hotkey that corresponds to the copy 
event from a drag of the selection of the first and second command and ( ii ) a second hotkey that corresponds to a 
files . paste command . 

7. The method of claim 5 , wherein the copy command is 45 15. A computing device configured to retain clone rela 
issued in conjunction with ( 1 ) ( i ) receiving a second selec- tionships between files when performing file copy opera 
tion of a copy UI element / a third selection of a paste UI tions in order to preserve available storage space , the com 
element within a context menu displayed in association with puting device comprising a processor configured to cause 
the selection , or ( 2 ) detecting ( i ) a first hotkey that corre- the computing device to carry out steps that include : 
sponds to the copy command and ( ii ) a second hotkey that 50 receiving a request to copy a first file and a second file 
corresponds to a paste command . from a source storage device to a destination storage 

8. At least one non - transitory computer readable storage device , wherein a first clone relationship exists between 
medium configured to store instructions that , when executed the first and second files ; 
by a processor included in a computing device , cause the identifying that the destination storage device supports 
computing device to retain clone relationships between files 55 file cloning capabilities ; and 
when performing file copy operations in order to preserve performing , on the destination storage device : 
available storage space , by carrying out steps that include : ( 1 ) a file copy operation that causes a copy of the first 

receiving a request to copy a first file and a second file file to be established at the destination storage device 
from a source storage device to a destination storage as a third file , and 
device , wherein a first clone relationship exists between 60 ( 2 ) a file cloning operation that causes a clone of the 
the first and second files ; third file to be established at the destination storage 

identifying that the destination storage device supports device as a fourth file , wherein : 
file cloning capabilities , and the fourth file contains only a subset of data of the 

performing , on the destination storage device : third file such that a second clone relationship 
( 1 ) a file copy operation that causes a copy of the first 65 exists between the third and fourth files that is the 

file to be established at the destination storage device same as the first clone relationship between the 
as a third file , and first and second files . 
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16. The computing device of claim 15 , wherein : 
the first clone relationship is a perfect clone relationship 
when extents referred to by the first and second files are 
identical in nature , and 

the first clone relationship is a partial clone relationship 5 
when at least one physical block overlap exists between 
extents of the first and second files . 

17. The computing device of claim 15 , wherein the second 
clone relationship is the same as the first clone relationship 
when the third and fourth files are cloned in the same manner 10 
as the first and second files . 

18. The computing device of claim 15 , where the subset 
of data comprises information that refers to at least one 
extent that is shared between the third and fourth files . 

19. The computing device of claim 15 , wherein the 15 
request is generated in response to : 

receiving a selection of the first and second files in a user 
interface ( UI ) ; and 

receiving a copy command associated with the first and 
second files . 

20. The computing device of claim 19 , wherein the copy 
command is issued in conjunction with receiving , at a user 
interface ( UI ) element that represents the destination storage 
device , a drop event from a drag of the selection of the first 
and second files . 
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