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(67)  The present invention relates to a refrigeration
appliance (1), in particular for household use, comprising
a structure (2) with at least one compartment (3, 4)
formed therein for food preservation, and a beverage dis-
pensing device (10), said device (10) comprising:

- a valve (11) for dispensing said beverage, said valve
(11) being located in such a position as to extend through
a portion of the structure (2) of the refrigeration appliance
(1) and to dispense said beverage outside said structure

Refrigeration appliance, in particular for household use, comprising a beverage dispensing

(2);

- an actuator element located outside the refrigeration
appliance (1), said actuator element (12) being connect-
ed to the structure (2) of the refrigeration appliance (1)
and being associated with said valve (11) to actuate it in
order to dispense the beverage.

The invention is characterized in that said refrigera-
tion appliance (1) comprises a coupling element (20) for
connecting the actuator element (12) to the structure (2)
of the refrigeration appliance (1).

Fig. 3
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a refrigeration
appliance, in particular for household use, comprising a
beverage dispensing device according to the preamble
of claim 1.

[0002] The present invention also relates to an asso-
ciated beverage dispensing device.

[0003] Reference will be prevalently made in the fol-
lowing description to a refrigeration appliance for house-
hold use, even though the presentinvention is not strictly
limited to such an appliance.

[0004] It is known in the art a refrigeration appliance,
in particular for household use, of the type comprising a
structure with at least one compartment formed therein
for food preservation.

[0005] Refrigeration appliances known in the art typi-
cally comprise two compartments which are kept at dif-
ferent temperatures, thus providing at least two different
food preservation states, in particular a refrigerator com-
partment suitable for preserving fresh food at a temper-
ature between 0°C and 10°C and a freezer compartment
suitable for preserving frozen food at a temperature be-
tween -15°C and -30°C; such refrigeration appliances
are commonly referred to by those skilled in the art of
household refrigeration as "double-door" or "combined"
refrigerators, depending on the relative position of the
two compartments. In a "double-door" refrigeration ap-
pliance, the freezer compartment is arranged above the
refrigerator compartment, whereas in a "combined" re-
frigeration appliance the freezer compartment is located
at the bottom.

[0006] It is also known in the art that a refrigeration
appliance, in particular for household use, may include
a device for dispensing a beverage outside said refrig-
eration appliance.

[0007] Refrigeration appliances with such features
have been common for decades in the USA; actually, the
refrigeration appliances widespread on the American
market are equipped with beverage dispensing devices
capable of dispensing not only refrigerated water, but
also ice and, in some cases, refrigerated soft drinks.
[0008] In Europe, refrigeration appliances equipped
with a beverage dispensing device have begun to catch
on in quite recent times. It must be pointed out that the
European market demands rather different products from
those sold in the United States, i.e. products being much
less bulky (60 or 70 cm wide) and usually dispensing
refrigerated water only; moreover, such products must
not be too expensive and therefore must use simple but
effective technical solutions.

[0009] Typically, said beverage dispensing device
comprises:

- a beverage dispensing valve, said valve being so
positioned as to extend through a portion of the struc-
ture of the refrigeration appliance, in particular of the
door of said refrigeration appliance, and to dispense
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the beverage outside the structure;

- anactuator element located outside the refrigeration
appliance, said actuator element being pivoted to
the structure of the refrigeration appliance and being
associated with said valve to actuate it in order to
dispense the beverage.

[0010] As a consequence, the valve is so positioned
as to protrude both inside and outside the refrigeration
appliance, and said actuator element is operated from
the outside of the refrigeration appliance by a user want-
ing the beverage to exit the valve.

[0011] Usually said valve is associated (whether di-
rectly or indirectly, e.g. by means of suitable ducts) with
a reservoir located inside a compartment of the refriger-
ation appliance, in particular said reservoir being typically
positioned in a refrigerator compartment; it is however
clear that the valve may also be associated (in this case
as well, either directly or indirectly, e.g. by means of suit-
able ducts or pipes) with the water main.

[0012] Furthermore, on the external portion of the re-
frigeration appliance a recess is usually present where
the beverage dispensing valve or the ducts associated
therewith come out; in said recess, the user can insert
and/or lay a container suitable for receiving the dis-
pensed beverage, e.g. a glass.

[0013] It has however been noticed that the refrigera-
tion appliances currently known in the art suffer from a
few drawbacks, which are essentially due to the particular
position and construction of the beverage dispensing de-
vice, particularly of the beverage dispensing valve and
of the associated actuator element.

[0014] Inparticular, the refrigeration appliances known
in the art are designed in a manner such that securing
the actuator element associated with the valve into the
structure, in particular into the door structure, is an ex-
tremely difficult task.

[0015] In fact, said actuator element must be hinged
to the structure or to the door of the refrigeration appli-
ance in the proximity of the valve, so that the latter can
be operated in order to dispense the beverage; it is ap-
parent that, for the valve to be operated correctly, these
operations must be carried out with great precision and
accuracy.

[0016] Moreover, such operations are made even
more difficult by the fact that they are normally carried
out when all other elements of the refrigeration appliance
have already been assembled and installed; in such a
condition, the operator is compelled to work from the out-
side of the structure or door, with only minimal room and
visibility.

[0017] It should be noted that the difficulties encoun-
tered when mounting and securing the actuator element
increase with the length of the arm of the actuator ele-
ment.

[0018] It is clear that such difficulties inevitably imply
much discomfort and waste of resources when assem-
bling the refrigeration appliance, which of course ad-
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versely affect the costs incurred for manufacturing said
refrigeration appliance.

[0019] In addition, in the refrigeration appliances
known in the art it is often the case that the actuator el-
ement can only be mounted to the structure or door of
the refrigeration appliance and can only be properly po-
sitioned in the proximity of the valve by using a special
tool; it is apparent that this contributes to increasing the
difficulties and costs incurred for manufacturing prior-art
refrigeration appliances.

[0020] In this frame, itis the main object of the present
invention to provide arefrigeration appliance, in particular
for household use, which comprises a beverage dispens-
ing device, and an associated beverage dispensing de-
vice, which are adapted to overcome the above-de-
scribed drawbacks , thus proving particularly efficient
and economical.

[0021] In particular, it is one object of the present in-
vention to provide a refrigeration appliance, in particular
for household use, which is so designed that the steps
required for securing the actuator elementto the structure
or to the door can be carried out in a simpler manner,
while at the same time ensuring high precision and ac-
curacy.

[0022] It is another object of the present invention to
provide a refrigeration appliance, in particular for house-
hold use, which is so designed as to reduce any discom-
fort and waste of resources when mounting and securing
the actuator element for the beverage dispensing func-
tion, while also significantly lowering the costs incurred
for manufacturing the whole refrigeration appliance.
[0023] Itis a further object of the present invention to
provide a refrigeration appliance, in particular for house-
hold use, which is so designed as to not necessarily re-
quire the use of a special tool for mounting the actuator
element outside the structure or door of the refrigeration
appliance, or for properly coupling it to the beverage dis-
pensing valve.

[0024] To achieve said objects, the present invention
provides a refrigeration appliance, in particular for house-
hold use, which comprises a beverage dispensing de-
vice, and an associated beverage dispensing device,
which incorporate the features set out in the appended
claims, which are intended to be an integral part of the
present description.

[0025] Furtherobjects, features and advantages of the
present invention will become apparent from the follow-
ing detailed description and from the annexed drawings,
which are supplied by way of non-limiting example,
wherein:

- Fig. 1 is a sectional side view of a refrigeration ap-
pliance according to the present invention;

- Figs. 2 and 3 are perspective views of a component
of the refrigeration appliance according to the
present invention;

- Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a portion of the refrig-
eration appliance according to the present invention.
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[0026] Said description and said drawings are to be
considered as non-limiting examples.

[0027] Referring now to the annexed drawings, Fig. 1
shows a schematic sectional view of a refrigeration ap-
pliance, in particular for household use, in accordance
with the present invention, designated as a whole by ref-
erence numeral 1.

[0028] Said refrigeration appliance 1 comprises a
structure 2 with at least one compartment 3, 4 formed
therein for food preservation, said structure 2 comprising
at least one door 3P, 4P for closing said at least one
compartment 3, 4.

[0029] It must be pointed out that, for the purposes of
the present invention, the structure 2 generally referred
to herein is meant to also include at least one door 3P,
4P, since said at least one door 3P, 4P is a part of the
structure 2.

[0030] Preferably, said at least one compartment 3, 4
comprises:

- a refrigerator compartment 3, in particular suitable
for preserving fresh food at a temperature between
0°C and 10°C, and adapted to be closed by a first
door 3P,

- a freezer compartment 4, in particular suitable for
preserving frozen food at a temperature between
-15°C and -30°C, and adapted to be closed by a
second door 4P.

[0031] It should be noted that the refrigeration appli-
ance 1 shown in Fig. 1 is a "combined" one, in that the
freezer compartment 4 is located under the refrigerator
compartment 3; it is however clear that the refrigeration
appliance 1 according to the present invention may be
of a different type as well.

[0032] Also, Fig. 1 shows rather thick walls of the struc-
ture 2, to indicate the presence of a layer of thermally
insulating material; normally, the thickness of the insu-
lating material depends on the type of cell (i.e. on the
cell’s operating temperatures) and, of course, on the type
of insulating material in use; this is common and well
known to those skilled in the art.

[0033] The refrigeration appliance 1 comprises a bev-
erage dispensing device, designated as a whole by ref-
erence numeral 10, said device 10 comprising:

- avalve 11 for dispensing said beverage, said valve
11 being located in such a position as to extend
through a portion of the structure 2 of the refrigeration
appliance 1 and to dispense said beverage outside
said structure 2;

- an actuator element 12 located outside the refriger-
ation appliance 1, said actuator element 12 being
connected to the structure 2 of the refrigeration ap-
pliance 1 and being associated with said valve 11 to
actuate it in order to dispense the beverage.

[0034] Preferably, said valve 11 is positioned in such
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a way as to extend through said at least one door 3P, 4P
of the refrigeration appliance 1; it is however clear that
the valve 11 may also be positioned in such a way as to
cross the structure 2 at different points, other than said
at least one door 3P, 4P.

[0035] Furthermore, in the example of embodiment
shown in Fig. 1 the valve 11 according to the present
invention preferably also acts as a duct for dispensing
the beverage outside the refrigeration appliance 1, in par-
ticular by transporting the beverage to arecess 30 formed
in the structure 2 of the refrigeration appliance 1, in par-
ticular on said at least one door 3P, 4P. It is however
clear that said valve 11 may be associated with other
parts of the structure 2, or with a suitable duct (not shown
in the drawings) for conducting the beverage outside the
refrigeration appliance 1 and into said recess 30.
[0036] The valve 11 according to the presentinvention
(and according to the example of embodiment shown in
Fig. 1) is preferably associated with a reservoir 5 ar-
ranged inside the refrigeration appliance 1, in particular
within the refrigerator compartment 3; it is however clear
thatthe valve 11 may also be associated, whether directly
or indirectly, to a drinking water distribution main (not
shown in the drawings).

[0037] Preferably, said actuator element 12 is of the
type that can be operated via a thrust exerted by a user
wanting the beverage to exit the valve 11 (e.g. said thrust
being exerted by means of a container, designated by
reference C in Fig. 1) .

[0038] In accordance with the present invention, the
refrigeration appliance 1 comprises a coupling element
20 for connecting the actuator element 12 to the structure
2 of the refrigeration appliance 1.

[0039] The special provision of the coupling element
20 according to the present invention allows to provide
a refrigeration appliance 1, in particular for household
use, which allows to simplify the steps of coupling the
actuator element 12 to the structure 2 of the refrigeration
appliance 1, so that said coupling steps can be carried
out with the utmost precision and accuracy.

[0040] It is therefore apparent that the coupling ele-
ment 20 according to the present invention allows to pro-
vide a refrigeration appliance 1, in particular for house-
hold use, which is so designed as to reduce any discom-
fort and waste of resources when mounting and securing
the actuator element 12, while also significantly lowering
the costs incurred for manufacturing the whole refriger-
ation appliance 1.

[0041] In addition, the coupling element 20 according
to the present invention does not necessarily require the
use of a special tool for mounting the actuator element
12 outside the structure 2 (e.g. to a door 3P, 4P of said
structure 2) of the refrigeration appliance 1, or for properly
coupling it to the valve 11.

[0042] The couplingelement20isshown in more detail
in Figures 2 and 3, said figures respectively representing
a view (Fig. 2) wherein said coupling element 20 is as-
sociated with the structure 2, and a view (Fig. 3) wherein
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it is associated with both the structure 2 and the actuator
element 12.

[0043] As canbeobserved in said figures, the coupling
element 20 comprises a first end 21 having first connec-
tion means 21C to allow the coupling of said first end 21
to first fitting means 6 present on the structure 2 of the
refrigeration appliance 1.

[0044] Said first fitting means 6 are associated with an
inner wall 71 of the structure 2.

[0045] In a preferred embodiment, said first fitting
means 6 are provided on at least one wing 8 associated
with said inner wall 71 of said structure 2.

[0046] Said first connection means comprise at least
one first pin 21C, and said first fitting means comprise at
least one first hole 6, said at least one first pin 21C being
adapted to be inserted into said at least one first hole 6.
[0047] Itis clear that said first connection means 21C
and first fitting means 6 may also be made otherwise; for
example, in an alternative embodiment (not shown in the
drawings), said first connection means 21C may be so
designed as to comprise at least one first hole at the first
end 21 of the coupling element 20, and said first fitting
means 6 may be so designed as to comprise at leastone
first pin on said structure 2, in particular on an inner wall
71 of said structure 2, said at least one first hole being
adapted to receive said at least one first pin.

[0048] In addition, the coupling element 20 comprises
a second end 22 having second connection means 22C
to allow the coupling of said second end 22 to second
fitting means 13 present on at least one junction portion
12G of the actuator element 12.

[0049] In particular, said second connection means
comprise at least one second pin 22C, and said second
fitting means comprise at least one second hole 13, said
at least one second pin 22C being adapted to be inserted
into said at least one second hole 13.

[0050] Also as concerns said second connection
means 22C and said second fitting means 13, it is clear
that different embodiments other than those shown in the
annexed drawings are possible as well; for example, in
an alternative embodiment (not shown in the drawings)
said second connection means 22C comprise at least
one second hole and said second fitting means 13 com-
prise at least one second pin, said at least one second
hole being adapted to receive said at least one second
pin.

[0051] In a preferred embodiment, said coupling ele-
ment 20 has substantially the shape of a ladder, in par-
ticular (as can be seen especially in Fig. 2) said coupling
element 20 comprising a pair of longitudinal ribs 20A
joined together by at least one cross member 20B.
[0052] In this embodiment, each one of said ribs 20A
comprises a first end 21 equipped with first connection
means 21C and a second end 22 equipped with second
connection means 22C.

[0053] Preferably, the actuator element 12 comprises
at least one connecting portion 12P, in particular said
connecting portion 12P being preferably formed with a
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substantially C- shaped profile adapted to receive the
second end 22 of the rib 20A.

[0054] With particular reference to the case wherein
the coupling element 20 has substantially the shape of
a ladder, the actuator element 12 comprises a pair of
connecting portions 12P, each connecting portion 12P
being preferably formed with a substantially C-shaped
profile adapted to receive a second end 22 of the rib 20A.
[0055] Itis alsoclearthat, especially in the case where-
in the coupling element 20 is substantially "ladder-
shaped":

- thefirstfitting means 6 are formed on a pair of wings
8 associated with said innerwall 71, in particular each
wing 8 comprising a first hole 6 adapted to receive
a first pin 21C of the first end 21 of each rib 20A;

- the second fitting means 13 are formed on said pair
of junction portions 12G of the actuator element 12,
in particular each junction portion 12G comprising a
second hole 13 adapted to receive a second pin 22C
of the second end 22 of each rib 20A.

[0056] As a result, said particular "ladder-like" shape
allows to facilitate the coupling of the coupling element
20 to the structure 2 of the refrigeration appliance 1 and
to the actuator element 12, while also making the struc-
ture of said coupling element 20 lighter.

[0057] Preferably, the actuator element 12 also com-
prises a first portion 12A adapted to receive a thrust for
obtaining the actuation of the valve 11; preferably, said
first portion 12A of the actuator element 12 has a curved
shape to ensure optimal coupling to the outer shape of
a container C, e.g. a glass.

[0058] Ascanbe seen especially in Fig. 3, the actuator
element 12 comprises a second portion 12B adapted to
abut against a wall 11P of the valve 11, so as to actuate
said valve 11 in response to a thrust exerted on the first
portion 12A; furthermore, said second portion 12B is pref-
erably formed to encircle atleast one portion of said valve
11, in particular a terminal part of said valve 11.

[0059] Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the refrigeration
appliance 1.

[0060] As can be seen in Figures 1 and 4, the refrig-
eration appliance 1 according to the present invention
comprises a recess (designated as a whole by reference
numeral 30) into which the valve 11 comes out for dis-
pensing the beverage; said recess 30 is formed on an
outer wall 7E of the structure 2, in particular an outer wall
7E of said at least one door 3P, 4P.

[0061] In this drawing one can also see that the first
fitting means 6 and/ or said at least one wing 8 are as-
sociated with the inner wall 71 above said recess 30.
[0062] Asaresult, as canbe seen especially in Figures
3 and 4, one can understand that the provision of the
coupling element 20 according to the present invention
allows both to facilitate the mounting of the actuator el-
ement 12 to said inner wall 71 above said recess 30 and
to obtain an actuator element 12 having a longer lever
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arm. Although the lever arm is longer, in fact, there is no
corresponding increase in the length of the arm of the
actuator element 12; as a consequence, the second fit-
ting means 13 of the actuator element 12 are not moved
farther away from the aperture in the recess 30, thus not
hindering the installation of said actuator element 12.
[0063] Theincreased leverarm of the actuator element
12 allows the valve 11 to be operated by means of a
smaller rotation of the actuator element 12 about said
first fitting means 6 and first connection means 21C and,
as a result, to obtain a shorter stroke of the end of the
actuator element 12 in the recess 30.

[0064] Itis apparent that such a provision turns out to
be particularly advantageous in cases wherein the depth
of the recess 30 is small, i.e. whenever the depth of the
recess 30 is not such as to allow for ample movements
of the actuator element 12 about a pivot constituted by
the first fitting means 6 and the first connection means
21C.

[0065] Furthermore, the coupling element 20 accord-
ing to the present invention also acts as a guide for prop-
erly positioning the actuator element 12, since a user or
an operator only has to:

- engage the junction portion 12G of the actuator el-
ement 12 with the coupling element 20;

- push the actuator element 12 upwards until the ac-
tuator element 12 is secured to the coupling element
20 (which is preferably achieved by coupling the sec-
ond connection means 22C of the junction portion
12G of the coupling element 20 to the second fitting
means 13 of the actuator element 12).

[0066] In a preferred embodiment, the junction portion
12G of the actuator element 12 substantially covers at
least one half of the body of the coupling element 20.
This ensures a strong coupling, with no flexure in the
junction area between the actuator element 12 and the
coupling element 20; atthe same time, in order to prevent
any problems of insertion between said actuator element
12 and coupling element 20, which might arise when the
overlapping guided section becomes excessively long,
the junction portion 12G preferably covers more than two
thirds of the body of the coupling element 20.

[0067] Ina further preferred embodiment, the coupling
element 20 comprises a plurality of cross members 20B,
and said junction portion 12G of the actuator element 12
is so designed as to substantially arrive at a lower cross
member 20B when the actuator element 12 is associated
with the coupling element (it must be pointed out that, in
this context, the term "lower cross member 20B"refers to
the position taken by the cross member 20B in an oper-
ating condition of the coupling element 20, i.e. in a situ-
ation in which the coupling element 20 is secured to the
structure 2 of the refrigeration appliance 1).

[0068] This shape of the coupling element 20 proves
to be particularly effective, in that each cross member
20B confers adequate strength on the coupling element
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20, while those sections of the coupling element 20 which
do notinclude a cross member 20B advantageously give
flexibility to the coupling element 20, thus allowing the
ribs 20A to flex, in particular when the junction portion
12G of the actuator element 12 must slide over the cou-
pling element 20, in particular by pressing down the pro-
truding pins 22C. Advantageously, the cross members
20B are present on at least one half of the length of the
coupling element 20, so as to give the latter adequate
strength.

[0069] The features and advantages of a refrigeration
appliance, in particular for household use, and of an as-
sociated beverage dispensing device according to the
present invention are apparent from the above descrip-
tion.

[0070] In fact, the special provision of the coupling el-
ement 20 according to the present invention allows to
provide a refrigeration appliance 1, in particular for
household use, which allows to simplify the steps of cou-
pling the actuator element 12 both to the structure 2 of
the refrigeration appliance 1 and to the beverage dis-
pensing valve 11.

[0071] In addition, the provision of the coupling ele-
ment 20 ensures high precision and accuracy during said
coupling steps.

[0072] Another advantage of the present invention is
that the coupling element 20 according to the present
invention allows to reduce any discomfort and waste of
resources when mounting and securing the actuator el-
ement 12, while also significantly lowering the costs in-
curred for manufacturing the whole refrigeration appli-
ance 1.

[0073] A further advantage of the present invention is
that, thanks to the coupling element 20 according to the
presentinvention, it is not necessary to use a special tool
for mounting the actuator element 12 outside the struc-
ture 2 or the door 3P, 4P of the refrigeration appliance 1
and for properly coupling it to the valve 11.

[0074] Furthermore, the particular "ladder- like" shape
of the coupling element 20 makes it easier to couple it to
the structure 2 of the refrigeration appliance 1 and to the
actuator element 12, while also making the structure of
said coupling element 20 lighter.

[0075] It is however clear that many changes may be
made to the refrigeration appliance, in particular for
household use, and to the associated beverage dispens-
ing device according to the present invention, and that
in its practical implementation the various components
may have different shapes and arrangements or be re-
placed with other technically equivalent elements without
departing from the novelty spirit of the inventive idea.
[0076] It can therefore be easily understood that the
present invention is not limited to the above-described
refrigeration appliance, in particular for household use,
and to the associated beverage dispensing device, but
may be subject to many modifications, improvements or
replacements of equivalent parts and elements without
departing from the inventive idea, as clearly specified in
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the following claims.

Claims

1. Arrefrigeration appliance (1), in particular for house-
hold use, comprising a structure (2) with at least one
compartment (3, 4) formed therein for food preser-
vation, and a beverage dispensing device (10), said
device (10) comprising:

-avalve (11) for dispensing said beverage, said
valve (11) being located in such a position as to
extend through a portion of the structure (2) of
the refrigeration appliance (1) and to dispense
said beverage outside said structure (2);

- an actuator element (12) located outside the
refrigeration appliance (1), said actuator ele-
ment (12) being connected to the structure (2)
of the refrigeration appliance (1) and being as-
sociated with said valve (11) to actuate itin order
to dispense the beverage,

said refrigeration appliance (1) being charac-
terized in that it comprises a coupling element
(20) for connecting the actuator element (12) to
the structure (2) of the refrigeration appliance

(1.

2. A refrigeration appliance (1) as claimed in claim 1,
characterized in that said coupling element (20)
comprises:

- a first end (21) having first connection means
(21C) to allow the coupling of said first end (21)
to first fitting means (6) present on the structure
(2) of the refrigeration appliance (1);

- a second end (22) having second connection
means (22C) to allow the coupling of said sec-
ond end (22) to second fitting means (13)
present on at least one junction portion (12G) of
the actuator element (12).

3. A refrigeration appliance (1) as claimed in claim 2,
characterized in that said first connection means
comprise at least one first pin (21C) and said first
fitting means comprise at least one first hole (6), said
at least one first pin (21C) being adapted to fit into
said at least one first hole (6).

4. A refrigeration appliance (1) as claimed in claim 2,
characterized in that said second connection
means comprise at least one second pin (22C) and
said second fitting means comprise at least one sec-
ond hole (13), said at least one second pin (22C)
being adapted tofitinto said at least one second hole
(13).

5. A refrigeration appliance (1) as claimed in one or
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more of claims 2 to 4, characterized in that said
first fitting means (6) are associated with an inner
wall (71) of the structure (2), in particular said first
fitting means (6) being formed on at least one wing
(8) associated with said inner wall (71).

A refrigeration appliance (1) as claimed in one or
more of the preceding claims, characterized in that
said coupling element (20) has substantially the
shape of a ladder, said coupling element (20) com-
prising a pair of longitudinal ribs (20A) joined togeth-
er by at least one cross member (20B).

A refrigeration appliance (1) as claimed in claim 6,
characterized in that each one of said ribs (20A)
comprises a first end (21) equipped with first con-
nection means (21C) and a second end (22)
equipped with second connection means (22C).

A refrigeration appliance (1) as claimed in one or
more of the preceding claims, characterized in that
said actuator element (12) comprises at least one
connecting portion (12P), in particular formed with a
substantially C-shaped profile, for receiving a sec-
ond end (22) of the rib (20A).

A refrigeration appliance (1) as claimed in one or
more of the preceding claims, characterized in that
said actuator element (12) comprises a first portion
(12A) adapted to receive a thrust for obtaining the
actuation of the valve (11), in particular said first por-
tion (12A) having a curved shape for optimal coupling
to the outer shape of a container (C).

A refrigeration appliance (1) as claimed in claim 9,
characterized in that said actuator element (12)
comprises a second portion (12B) adapted to abut
againstawall (11P) of the valve (11), so as to actuate
said valve (11) in response to a thrust exerted on the
first portion (12A).

A refrigeration appliance (1) as claimed in claim 10,
characterized in that said second portion (12B) is
formed to encircle at least one portion of said valve
(11), in particular a terminal part of said valve (11).

A refrigeration appliance (1) as claimed in one or
more of the preceding claims, characterized in that
it comprises a recess (30) into which the valve (11)
comes out for dispensing the beverage.

A refrigeration appliance (1) as claimed in claim 12,
characterized in that said recess (30) is formed on
an outer wall (7E) of the structure (2), in particular
an outer wall (7E) of said at least one door (3P, 4P).

A refrigeration appliance (1) as claimed in one or
more of the preceding claims, characterized in that
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15.

said valve (11) is located in such a position as to
extend through at least one door (3P, 4P) of the re-
frigeration appliance (1), in particular said valve (11)
being associated with a reservoir (5) located within
the refrigeration appliance (1), in particular within a
refrigerator compartment (3).

A coupling element (20) of a beverage dispensing
device (10) as claimed in one or more of the preced-
ing claims 1 to 14.
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