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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM B. MARK 

HAM, of Bethel, in the county of Morgan and 
State of Illinois, have invented a new and val 
uable Improvement in Fence-Posts; and I do 
hereby declare that the following is a full, clear, 
and exact description of the construction and 
operation of tue same, reference being had to 
the annexed drawings, making a part of this 
specification, and to the letters and figures of 
reference marked thereon. 

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation 
of a central vertical section of my fence-post, 
and Figs. 2 and 3 are detail views thereof. 
The nature of this invention consists in cer 

tain bracing attachments to fence-posts, here 
inafter fully described and claimed. 

In the annexed drawings, A designates the 
rails of a fence, and B the vertical battens 
connecting the ends thereof. The lower ends 
of said battens are set into recesses or mor 
tises in the tops of the middle parts of trans 
verse horizontal ground-pieces O C, which ex 
tend some distance on each side of said fence. 
Each contiguous pair of battens form a com 
pound post, being set face to face, and in 
serted into the same recess or mortise at their 
lower ends, as shown in Fig. 1. In said bat 
tens, near their upper ends, are registering 
apertures b, through Which pass in opposite 

direction loops d, formed on the upper ends 
of strong doubled wires D. Said wires extend 
obliquely outward and downward in opposite 
directions to staples E. E. in the ends of the 
ground-piece or base-piece, in which the lower 
ends of said pair of battens or compound post 
is mortised. The upper loop d of each wire 
D is held to said post by means of a wedge 
or key, F, driven through said loop, and be 
tween it and said post. Said wires are thus 
easily detachable, so as to allow the fence to 
be taken to pieces and removed from place to 
place. The bracing action of said wires and 
ground-pieces C C, when secured in position 
as stated, gives great strength to each pair of 
battens, and also to the fence as a whole. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
The combination of two corresponding per 

forated battens, BB, ground-piece O, bracing 
wires D D, having loops did, and keys FF, 
substantially as and for the purpose set forth. 

In testimony that I claim the above I have 
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence 
of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM BRITHWICKMARKEAM. 
Witnesses: 

D. C. CALLON, 
ERANK DUCKETT. 

  


