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UNITED STATES ATENT OFFICE. 

Al-& OX. 

Application filed December 17, 1809, 

to all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that . JoHN HAA Alox p, a 

citize of the United States, residing at 
ille ville, in the county of Wayne and State 

(of loya, have invented a new and useful 
Niall-Hook, of which the following is a 
Specification. 

This invention relates to devices for co 
lecting mail and delivering the same within 
a ill Oving nail car and consists in certain 
I lovel features of construction and arrange 
linent which will be hereinafter first filly 
described and then specifically claimed. 

Ill the annexed drawings which fully 
illustrate lay invention.--Figure I is a side 
elevation of a portion of a mail car having 
inly improved device applied thereto. Fig. 
2 is a plan view of the improved inai 
catchel in its operative position. Fig. 3 is 
a detail perspective view of one of the Sup 
pots. 
The mail car 1 is provided with the ustai 

door' or opening in its side and in the sides 
Of the Said opening Secure brackets or 
healings 2 which ale in the form of a cast 
ing adapted to be bolted to either side of a 
door Opening and provided with a central 
Vertical opening 3 and a stop Ol' pi'ojection 
4 at its upper end. 
With a down-turned end or journal (3 which 
is inserted in a central opening 3 of a 
bracket 2, and the beam is removably held 
il), the Said blacket or bearing by a latch pin 
7 inseited into the downturied end (3 below 
the lower bearing, as show, and as will be 
readily understood. At the free end of the 
beam 5 is provided a handle 8 to facilitate 
the Swinging of the beam into the ca1 and at 
the pl’Opel' point of the beam the fork 9 is 
Swiveled thereon. This fork 9 is provided 
with a bag-receiving and holding kink or 
loop 10 at One side of the beam and at the 
opposite side of the beam the fork is pro 
vided with a handle 11 by means of which 
it may be manipulated. In order to limit 
the inward movement of the beam and to 
Sustain the weight of the mail bag when 
the beam is swung inward a chain or other 
flexible connection 12 is provided, the said 
chain having its lower end attached to the 
beam and its upper end attached to a hook 
or similar device 13 on the side of the door 
opening. 
The normal position of the parts is shown 

in Fig. 1 and in the said figure the fork 9 
is in a vertical plane. When the mail pouch 

The beam 5 is provided 
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is to be take) from the mail crane at a sta 
tion, the fork is swung into a horizontal po 
sition, as indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 2, 
the mail clerk swinging the handle 11 in 
Ward and downward for this purpose. The 
Outstanding arm of the fork will thus be 
brought into position to engage the pouch 
led by the crane adjacent the track and as 
the car noves past the crane, the bag will 
be engaged by the fork and swept into the 
kill or beint {} whe'e it will be held at 
by wiich it will be carried from the crane. 
is soon as the polich has been caught by 
the kink of the fork the clerk swings the 
beam 5 inward by means of the handle S 
into the position shown in dotted lines in 
Fig. 2 so as to bring the nail bag within 
the car where it may be easily detached 
'onn the fork, as will be understood. 
By referring to Fig. 1 of the drawing 

it will be seen that the hook 13 is not located 
directly over the vertical opening 3 but is, 
instead, nearer the outer face of the cal'. It 
will be apparent, therefore, that when the 
beam is swung in Ward the chain is? Will be 
drawn tatt and thereby limit the in Ward 
movement of the bean so as to prevent the 
same swinging in Ward to such an extent as 
to initile occupants of the car ol' strike 
against and damage any of the file cases oil 
other furniture therein. The chain will also 
aid in supporting the Weight of the mail bag 
so as to relieve the journal of the beam of 
unnecessary strain. In the noi'inal position 
of the parts, the beam 5 will be Supported by 
the bearings 2 at the opposite sides of the 
door opening and will be prevented from 
Swinging outward beyond the cal' by the 
stops 4 on the bearings, as clearly shown, 
the free end of the fork 'esting on the uppei' 
end of the bracket at the side of the door op 
posite the side on which it is journaled. The 
fork will thereby be prevented from assum 
ing a position in which it will not properly 
engage the Suspended mail pouch and the 
operator will also be guarded against fall 
ing from the car through his efforts to reach 
and operate the device. it will be readily 
understood that the device may be applied 
to a cal' so as to operate from either side of 
the door opening. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim is: 

1. The combination with spaced bearings, 
of a beam mounted to Swing horizontally 
upon one of the bearings, Said beam being 
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normally supported by both bearings, leans 
upon the bearings and projecting into the 
path of the beam for limiting the movement 
of Said beam in one direction, and a fork 
mounted to Swing on the beam. 

2. The combination with a supporting 
structure, of a beam mounted to swing hori 
Zontally relative to the structure, means for 
limiting the movement of the beam in one 
direction, a flexible support connected to the 
beam, and attached to the structure at a point 
Out of a linement with the axis of rotation of 
the beam, said Support constituting means 
for limiting the Swinging movement of the 
beam in One direction, and a fork pivotally 
mounted upon the beam. 

3. The combination with a supporting 
structure and bearings Secured to the struc 
ture, of a beam pivotally mounted upon One 
of the bearings and normally supported by 
both of Said bearings, there being means in 
tegral With the bearings for limiting the 
movement of the beam in one direction, said 
beam being adapted to Swing horizontally, a 
flexible connection between the beam and the 
Supporting structure, Said connection being 
attached to the structure above but out of 
alinement with the axis of rotation of the 
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bean, and constituting means for limiting 
the Swinging movement of the beam in one 30 
direction, and a fork swiveled upon the 
beam. 

4. The combination. With a car structure 
having an opening therein, and bearings Se 
cured to opposite sides of the opening, of a 35 
beam extending transversely of said open 
ing and pivotally connected to one of the 
bearings, said beam being normally Sup 
ported by both of the bearings, means upon 
the bearings for preventing the beam Swing- 40 
ing outwardly from the opening, a flexible 
support secured to the beam and connected 
to one side of the opening above the beam 
and out of allinement with the axis of rota 
tion of the beam, said connection constitut- 45 
ing means for limiting the Swinging move 
ment of the beam in Wardly from the open 
ing, and a fork Swiveled upon the beam. 

In testimony that I claim the fol'egoing as 
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature 50 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN HAMIMOND. 
Witnesses: 

G. W. MALLESTON, 
R. E. MALLESTON. 


