J. HAMMOND.
MAIL HOCK,
APPLICATIOH FILED DEC, 17, 1809,

Patented Apr, 5, 1910,

Z

anten! \¥4

Witsresses o @ o | J ﬁ /. 5—5{«?%%!%22/%




190

b
2

'30

40

>t

13

UNITED

STATES

A FENY
oy

JOHN HWAWMIMOND, OF LINEVILLE, IOWA
MATL-HOOK
953,829, Specification of Letters Patent. Tatented Apr. 3, 1910.
Application filed December 17, 1808, Sexvial No. 533,552,

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Jonx Iaarm 10XD, A
citizeu of the United States, residing at
Lineville, in the county of Wayne and State
of Lowa, have invented a new aund useful
A:Lnl—ﬂook, of which the following is a
specification. i

This invention relates to devices for col-
lecting mail and delivering the same within
a moving mail car and consists in certain
novel l(*ltlll(‘% of construction and arrange-
ment which will be herveinafter first fully
deseribed and then specifically claimed. =

In the annexed drawings which fully

]lls(lﬂ(@ my m\euuon “I'l()lll(‘ Lisa w‘e
elevation of a portion of a nmd car having
my improved device applied thelofo ig.
2 is a plan view of the improved mail

cateher 1n its operative position. Tig. 3 is
a detail perspective view of one of the sup-
ports.

The mail car 1 is provided with the usual
door or opening in its side and in the sides
of the Sdld opening I secure brackets or
bearings 2 which are in the form of a cast-
g adapted to be bolted to either side of a
door opening and provided with a central
\omlml opening 3 and a stop or projection

4 at its upper end. The beam 5 is provided
with a down-twrned end or journal ¢ which
is inserted in a cenfral opening 3 of a
bracket £, and the beam is removably held
in the said bracket or beaving by a Iateh pm
7 inserted into the downturned end 6 below
the lower bearing, as shown, and as will be
readily understood. At the free end of the
beam & is provided a handle 8 to facilitate
the swinging of the beam into the car and at
the proper point of the beam the fork 9 is
swiveled thereon. This fork 9 is provided
with a bag-receiving and holding kink or
loop 10 at one side of the beam and at the
opposite side of the beam the fork is pro-
vided with a handle 11 by means of which
it may be manipulated. In order to limit
the inward movement of the beam and to
sustain the weight of the mail bag when
the beam is swung inward a chain or other
flexible connection 12 is provided, the said
chain having its lower end attached to the
beam and its upper end attached to a hook
or snmhr device 18 on the side of the door
openin

The 1101111‘11 position of the parts is shown
in Fig. 1 and in the said figure the fork 9
is in a vertical plane. When the mail pouch

8 to be taken from the mail erane at a sta-
tion, the fork is swung into a horizontal po-
sition, as indieated in dotted lines in Itig. 2,
the mail clerk swinging the handle 11 in-
ward and downward for this purpose. The
outstanding arm of the fork will thus be
brought nto position o engage the pouch
Lield 1"\' the erane Adja(mn( the 11(1(*1\ and as
the car moves past the crane, the bag will
be engaged by the fork and swept info the
kinl or bend 10 where it will be held and
by which it will be carried from the crane.
Asg soon as the pouch has been caught by
the kink of the fork the clerk swings 1')0
beam § inward by means of the handle
into the position shown in dotted lines in
ig. 2 so as to bring the wail bag within
the car where it may bhe casily detached
from the fork, as will be understood.

By referring to Fig. 1 of the drawing
it will be seen that the hook 13 is not Joeat ed
directly over the vertical opening 3 bu ig,
instead, neaver the outer face of the ¢ it
will be apparent, therefore, that \vhen the
beam is swung inward the chain 12 will be
drawn taut and thereby limit the inward
movement of {he beam so as to prevent the
same swinging inward to such an extent as
to injure oculpants of the car or strike
against and damage any of the file cuses ov
other furnituve therein. The chain will also
aid in supporting the weight of the mail bag
s0 as to relieve the journal of the beam of
unnecessary strain., In the novinal position
of the parts, the beam 5 will be supported by
the bearings 2 at the opposite sides of the
door opening and will be prevented from
swinging ocubward beyond the car by the
stops 4 on the bear ings, as clearly shown,
the free end of the fork resting on the upper
end of the bracket at the side of the dooi op-
posite the side on which 1t is journaled. The
ork will thereby be prevented from asswu-
ng a posit'on in which it will not *}Iopeﬂ\*
engage the suspended mail pouch and the
opemtor will also be omwded against fall-
ing from the car thr ouoh his efforts to reach
and operate the dm‘m It will be readily
understood that the device may be applied
to a car so as to operate from either side of
the door opening.

Having thus described my 1nve11t1011 what
I claim 18:

1. The combination with spaced bearings,
of a beam mounted to swing horizontally
upon one of the bearings, said beam being
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normally supported by both bearings, means
upon the bearings and projecting into the
path of the beam for limiting the movement
of said beam in one direction, and a fork
mounted to swing on the beam.

2. The combination with a supporting
structure, of a beam mounted to swing hori-
zontally relative to the structure, means for
limiting the movement of the beam in one
direction, a flexible support connected to the
beam, and attached to the structure ata point
out of alinement with the axis of rotation of
the beam, said support constituting means
for limiting the swinging movement of the
bean: in one direction, and a fork pivotally
mounted upon the beam.

3. The combination with a supporting
structure and bearings secured to the struc-
ture, of a beam pivotally mounted upon one
of the bearings and normally supponed by
both of said beavings, there being means in-

tegral with the bealmgs for limiting the
movenient of the beam in one dnectlon. said
beam being adapted to swing horizontally, a
flexible connection between the beam and the
supporting structure, said connection being
attached to the stluctme above but out of
alinement with the axis of rotation of the
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beam, and constituting means for limiting
the swinging movement of the beam in one
direction, and a fork swiveled upon the
beam.

4. The combination with a car structure
having an opening therein, and bearings se-
cured to opposite sides of the opening, of a
beam extending transversely of said open-
ing and p1v0tqlh' connected to one of the
be‘ulnos said beam being normally sup-
ported b_V both of the bearings, means upon
the bearings for preventing the beam swing-
ing outwaldly from the opening, a fexible
suppmt secured to the beam and connected
to one side of the opening above the beam
and out of alinement with the axis of rota-
tion of the beam, said connection constitut-
ing means for limiting the swinging move-
meitt of the beam inwardly from the open-
ing, and a fork swiveled upon the beam.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own, I have hereto aflixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN HAMMOND

Witnesses:
G. W. Marrzstox,
R. E. MaLLesrTox.
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