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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, ALEXANDER HENRY COS-
TIGAN, of the city of Montreal,in the district
of Montreal and Provinee of Quebec, Canada,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Office-Files, (for which I have
obtained Letters Patent of the Dominion of
Canada under date of September 15, 1893, un-
der No. 44,288;) and I do hereby declare that
the followingis a full, clear, and exact descrip-

_ tion of the same. .
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This invention has reference to office files
used for the temporary reception of papers
and has for its object to produce a file which
shall be simple in construction and positive
in its action. N

The invention may be said to consistin the
combination with the usual board and pierc-
ing or threading tubes on which the papers
areplaced, of a positivelock instead of spring
devices and the like for keeping the thread-
ing tubes in their normally closed position.

For full comprehension of the invention,

. reference must be had to the annexed draw-
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ings forming a part of this specification, in
which like symbols denote the same parts and
in which— )

Figure 1 isa plan view of the file construct-
ed according to my invention; Fig. 2 a plan
of under side of plate and Fig. 3 a sectional
view of file.

A is the usnal back board on which the file
is mounted and B a rigid metal base plate se-
cured thereto, usually formed with a rim o
under it and of some such outline as that
shown. In the front or lower partof thisare
set the vertical threading tubes or wires C C
carrying the papers, and in the rear or upper
end are formed journals B’,in which is jour-
naled arocking bar D earrying the bent wires
or tubes E E as shown in Fig. 3. From the
lower side of this bar D projects a lug or ex-
tension D’ (usunally resting on the board)
which, when the bar is rotated passes up
through an aperture b in the plate B, but is
normally held down so as to keep the ends of
the wires E and tubes C in close proximity,
by devices now to be deseribed. In the un-
der side of the plate B is arranged a slide
I slotted as shown, to engage with and be
guided by a pin f and having a projection T’
bearing upon and holding down the lug or

exfension D’. The slide F also passes through
a slot o’ in the rim @ of the base plate. This
arrapgement of the extension D’ and the slide
F constitutes a positivelocking device as com-
pared with those dependent upon the action
of a spring to keep the threading. tubes to-
gether. i

The operation of the invention is as fol-
lows: The parts being in their normal posi-
tion and it being desired to place on,or take
off from, the tubes C C, any papers, the slide

F is withdrawn, so as to release the lug D’

which passes up through the opening b and
allows the bent wires to be thrown back and
papers to be taken off or put on the tubes.

Of course I do not wish to be confined to
the connection of the curved tubes with the
rocking bar, as the straight ones C C might
as readily be arranged to tilt.

* What I claim is as follows: '

1. In an office file, the combination with a
suitable rigid bearing plate presenting fixed
journalsasshown,—of thestationary and tilt-
ing threading tubes or wires; a rigid rocking
bar journaled at its ends as shown in said
fixed journals and carrying the tilting tubes
or wires; and a positive rigid reciprocating de-
vice for engaging and positively locking said
bar in position to cloge said threading tubes
and to disengage and release same.

2. In an office file, the combination with a
suitable rigid bearing plate presenting fixed
journals B’,—of the stationary and tilting
threading tubes or wires; a bar, carried in
said journals as shown, having a lateral ex-
tension and carrying the tilting threading
tubes or wires; and a positive rigid recipro-
cating locking device for engaging said lat-
eral extension and thereby holding such bar
in position, to close said tubes or wires or for
disengaging same and releasing the bar to
open or disconnect such tubes or wires, all as
herein set forth. _

3. In an office file, the combination with a
bar, journaled in the base plate and carrying
the tilting tubes or wires,—of an extension
from such bar and a slide for engaging such
extension, for the purposes set forth.

4. The combination of plate B having jour-
nals, rocking bar D journaled in same, and
carrying the tilting threading tubes, station-
ary threading tubes carried by said plate, an
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extension D’ from said rocking bar, and a
slide as I suitably held in place and adapted
to engage said extension D’ for the purpose
set forth.

5. In an office file, the combination with a
suitable fixed base plate having rim a, slota’
and carrying the stationary threading tubes
and presenting fixed journals B’,—of the rigid
rocking bar D, carrying the tilting thread-

ing wires, journaled at its ends, in said fixed 10

journals as shown, and having lateral exten-
sion D’, a slotted slide as F having projection
F’, and pin f substantially as shown and de-
seribed.
ALEXANDER HENRY COSTIGAN.
In presence of— :
FRrED. J. SEARS,
R. A. C. KIMBER.




