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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

SAMUEL E. CONDON, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.

SUPPORT FOR PICTURE OR OTHER FRAMES.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 430,377, dated June 17, 1890.

Application filed January 23, 1890, Serial No. 337,856.

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL E. CONDON, a
citizen of the Unlted States, residing at
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, haveinvented certain new and
useful Improvements in Supports for Picture
or other Frames, of which the following is a
specification.

My invention consists in a supporting brace
orbracket foroffsetting or relieving theflame
of a picture, a mirror, a plaque, or other sus-
pended object from the wall adjacent to it,so
as to prevent any portion of said picture or
object from abrading or discoloring the sur-
face of the wall.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
perspectwe view of a picture, showmO the
1mp1oved support attached to the fmme
Figs. 2, 3, and 4, detail views of the suppmt
enlzuoed ,repr esentmo the same in side eleva-
tion, flOIlt elevation, and in cross-section at
a @, respectively; Tio 5, an enlarged per-
spective view looking at the back of a por-
tion of the fmme, showmo a modification;
Fig. 6, a similar view of a fuxthel modifica
tion of the bracket, shown separately; Fig.7,
a ‘perspective view of a picture, show1n<r a
different manner of locating the blackets
theleon from that shown in Flo 1; and Figs.

8 and 9, pelspectlve and sectional views of
the blacket in Fig. 7.

The bracket or support A, composed of
metal or any other suitable material, is se-
cured to the back of the frame B, by serews
or otherwise, at or near its lower p01t10n pro-
jecting rearward sufficiently to prevent the
frame from touching the wall at any part,the
frame being indicated as hung at the usual
1nchnat10n The bracket A may, however,
be applied at any part of the frame other
than the lower portion—for instance, as shown
in Fig. 7.

In the illustration Fig. 1 the frame is sus-
pended from points C C slightly above its
center of gravity, and the bracket is utilized
as a convenient means of attaching the sus-
pending cord or wire a,the upper ends of the
brackets A A having return bends or hooks b
formed on them, to which the cord isattached,
passing thence throngh eye-screws C C at the
proper points to give the picture a suitable
angle.

(Vo model.)

Moreover, I have illustrated as a part of
my invention the feature of providing ad-
justable cord-clamps cin counection with the
hook b, whereby the loops of the cord upon
the hooks may be readily lengthened orshort-
ened to raise or lower the picture without un-
fastening the cord, as usually required.

The elementary features of the bracket
consist in a flat portion or shank d, by which
the bracket is secured and made rigid with
the surface of the frame, a rearward curved
or offset portion e, by which the foot of the
bracket is projected from the plane of the
frame, and a bearing surface or foot—such as
7 or f, Fig. G—which rests on the wall.

The becumg surface or foot f may be faced
with a cushion of felt or other material g,
Figs. 2 and 6, and this is fastened in place by
any suitable means, such as spurs A, stamped
out of the metal and bent and compressed
upon the ends of the piece of felt, so as to
clamp the same in place.

The foot f of the bracket, as represented
in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, is extended by a recurved
portion [, bearing an ornamental escutcheon
7 of anysuitable design. Inthis instance the
bracket is placed so as to project below the
margin of the frame, exposing the ornament.
Otherwise, as in Figs. 5 or 7, the bracket is
located above the margin of the frame, so as
to wholly conceal it. In Fig. 7 the brackets
are placed near the middle of the height of
frame, the hook part being slightly above the
center of gravity and the foot part below the

same, so that the frame when hung receives

the proper inclination, having no other con-
tact with the wall than by the brackets. In
this adaptation the shank d of the bracket
may be elongated, as in Fig. 8. I also show
in Figs. 8 and 9 (the latter being a vertical
section on the line 2’ «’) the feature of fast-
ening the bracket by a single screw s, the
spurs ¢, being impressed into the wood, pre-
venting displacement from a vertical line.

The rearward curved portion e of the
bracket in Figs. 2, 3, and 4 is stiffened by a,
rib j impr essed in its surface from the sheet
metal of which it is eomposed.

In Fig. 6 thefootof thebracketis composed
of parts f f’, the latter forming an extension
of the bear m(v-sulface In this figure I also

illustrate a spur k, by means of which the
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bracket may be conveniently fastened to the
frame in the absence of screws, the point or
upturned edge n of the spur being driven into
the bottom of the frame, bending the surface
k at the same time into alignment with the
surface &', the flat portion d bearing against
the back of the frame.

The merits of the invention consist in
affording free access for removing dust from
the back of a picture and the wall opposite
it, also in admitting and equalizing the light
to a great extent upon all parts of a wall
which may be covered with discolorable ma-
terial, and also in relieving the picture from
the wall background, promoting its artistic
effect.

What1 claim as my invention, and desire
tosecure by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combinalion, in a bracket or brace
for wall furnishings, of a flat portion or shank,
whereby it is secured to a suspended object,
an offset portion, a foot for contact upon the
wall terminating the offset portion, and a
facing of felt or other material upon the bear-
ing-surface of the foot.

430,377

2. The article of manufacture, consisting of
a bracket or brace for wall furnishings, com:
posed of sheet metal, having a flat portion
whereby it is secured to a suspended object,
and a rearward curved portion for contact
upon a wall, provided with a central longi-
tudinal stiffening-rib, as described.

3. The combination, with asuspended frame
or other similar wall furnishing, of a bracket,
substantially as shown, secured to its back,
the lower end of said bracket projected rear-
wardly to separate the frame from the wall,
and the upper end thereof bearing a project-
ing hook adjacent to thesurface of the frame.

4. The combination, with a suspended frame
or other similar wall furnishing, of a bracket
or brace having a rearward curved portion,
a bearing-surface to separate the frame from
the wall, and a recurved portion of ornamental
character projecting below the bottom of the
frame.

SAMUEL E. CONDON.

‘Witnesses: -

H. ¥. PARKER,
CHAS. HANIMANN.
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