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To ?till athlon, it in?ul? CO7 ce.77.' 
Be it known that I, PASQUALE BRIGANTI, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in the 
borough of Manhattan, in the city, county, 
and State of New York, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Illuini 
nating-Tiles, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

illuminating-tiles, and especially to tiles for 
illuminating basements and cellars. 
The object of my invention is to produce 

an increased illumination, and I accomplish 
this by the peculiar formation of the tile de 
scribed in this specification and by employ 
ing a number of these tiles incased in a suit 
able frame. r 

Another object is to produce a tile that is 
protected from injury. The frame contain 
ing the tiles may be set in the sidewalk or 
other similar place where a large amount of 
daylight is present, and by suitably construct 
ing the tiles in accordance with the following 
description the light incident upon the frame 
may be directed to any desirable place within 
the frame. 

I shall first describe a tile embodying my 
invention and then point out the novel fea 
tures in the claims. 

In the drawings, Figure I is a perspective 
view of a tile embodying my invention. Fig. 
2 is a vertical section of the same, showing its 
action upon light-rays. 

Similar letters of reference are used to des 
ignate corresponding parts in both figures. 
A represents the body of the tile, which 

Imay be made of glass. It has an upper sur 
face B, which is preferably rectangular, al 
though I desire not to confine myself to that 
form. This upper surface B has a raised por 
tion or border b, the function of which is to 
protect from Wear and injury a sunken por 
tion b', which latter is flat and smooth and 
forms the main entrance for the light-rays. 
The raised portion may be employed in con 
nection with a frame to support the tile. 
A front surface C of the tile, which I pre 

fer to make perpendicular to the top B, but 
do not confine myself thus, may be provided 
with a number of prismatic ribs c, which may 
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be in any number or size, depending upon the 
particular use made of the tile, or they may 
be omitted, if desirable. c' represents a plane 
surface alternating with the prisms c. 

Opposite to the face C of the tile and ex 
tending also from the top 3 downward is a 
back surface D. This back surface is colm 
posed of inclined faces d, alternating with the 
upright surfaces d", which latter surfaces may 
be plane, but are preferably cylindrical, and 
they afford an entrance for rays of light from 
the real', such as (f, h, , and i, which may 
come from another source of light or from the 
next tile behind. The inclined surfaces (l 
serve as mirrors and reflect forward the en 
tering irays, as is and l. These rays, together 
with those from the rear, g, h, , and j, strike 
the interior of the surface C and are deflected 
upward oil downward to any desired extent, 
depending upon the form of the prism c. 
The rays passing through the surfaced will, 
with the construction shown, converge upon 
entering the tile. It will be seen that the ef 
fect of a series of these tiles will be to take a 
large portion of the entering light and pro 
ject, it for Ward and downward in a mannel 
desirable for a cellar or basement. 
E represents the side of the tile, which may 

be flat, as it has no particular function. In 
arranging the tiles this face is placed paral 
lel and adjacent to the corresponding face of 
the next tile. 
What I claim as my invention is 
1. In an illuminating-tile the combination 

of an upper surface for admitting rays of light 
to said tile; a rear surface composed of altel 
nate inclined portions for reflecting forward 
said rays, and upright portions for admitting 
rays to said tile from the rear thereof; and a 
front surface provided with horizontal pris 
matic ribs, substantially as described. 

2. In an illuminating-tile the combination 
of an upper surface for admitting rays of light 
to said tile, said upper surface provided with 
elevated Strips for the protection thereof; a 
rear surface composed of alternate inclined 
portions for reflecting forward said rays, and 
upright portions for admitting rays to said 
tile from the rear thereof; and a front sur 
face, substantially as described. 
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3. In an illuminating-tile the combination | In testimony whereof I have signed my 
of an upper surface for admitting l'ays of light name to this specification in the presence of 
to said tile; a rear surface composed of alter- two subscribing witnesses. 
nate inclined portions for reflecting forward PASQUAIE BRIGANTI. 

5 said rays, and upright portions for admitting 
rays to said tile from the rear thereof; and a 

Witnesses: 
II. CouTANT, 

front surface, substantially as described. D. CAMPBELT, 
  


