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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
HENRY G. WESEMANN, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK. 

CAR OR TRUCK. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 568,059, dated September 22, 1896, 
- Application filed February 27, 1896, Serial No. 581,096, (No model.) 

To att, whon it may concern: 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
- Be it known that I, HENRY G. WESEMANN, 

of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State 
of New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Cars or Trucks, of 
which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying drawings, 
forming a part thereof, in which similar let Io 

3o 

35 

45 

ters of reference indicate corresponding parts. 
This invention relates to railway cars and 

tracks, and it involves the application to a 
railway-car of supplemental wheels, which 
are arranged adjacent to the regular wheels, 
and which are adapted to support a car and 
to move the same from the main, track of a 
railway onto a side-track or switch the rails 
of which are higher than the rails of the main 
track. -- 

In an application for Letters Patent filed by 
me July 3, 1895, SerialNo. 554,791, Idescribed 
and claimed, among other things, a main rail 
way-track and a side-track or switch, the 
top of the rails of the side-track being above 
the rails of the main track, and provided 
With inclined end portions, and a car or truck 
provided With the usual axle and two sets of 
wheels mounted at each end thereof, one of 
said wheels at the end of each axle being 
adapted to pass upon the inclined portion of 
the side-tracks, and thereby elevate the main 
wheels and disengage the same from the 
main track, so that the car could run upon 
the side-track or switch; and the object of 
this invention is to provide means for con 
necting supplemental or auxiliary wheels 
with a car or truck for use in connection 
With a main railway-track and a side-track 
or switch of the character described in the 
application referred to. 
The invention is fully disclosed in the fol 

lowing specification, of which the accompa 
nying drawings form a part, in which 

Figure 1 is a side view of a car or truck 
provided with my improvement; Fig. 2, a 
bottom plan view thereof, and Fig. 3 an end 
view. 
In the drawings forming part of this speci 

fication, A represents a truck-frame of any 
desired form or construction, and mounted 
in hangers B, connected therewith or se 
cured thereto in any desired manner, are 

shafts C, on the opposite ends of which are 
mounted the usual wheels D. I also pivot 
ally connect with or mount upon the shaft C 
plates or hars E, each of which is provided 
at its lower end with a wheel E, which, as 
will be seen, is much less in diameter than 
the wheels D, and which are free to revolve 
upon their supports, and the upper ends of 
the plates or bars E on each side are pivot 
ally connected by longitudinal bars G, which 
are centrally connected by a cross-barg, with 
which is connected a rod 
longitudinally of the truck, and which is pro 
vided at each end with a lever g, which is 
pivotally connected there with, and which ex 

g", which extends 
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tends up through the platform at each end 
of the car. 

Eis a hanger H, in which is placed a vertically 
movable locking-bolth, the lower end of which 
is beveled on each side and adapted to enter 
a corresponding notch or recess hin the up 
per end of the plate or bar E, and it will be 
observed that each of the hangers His pro 
vided with one of these locking-bolts, and con 
nected with each of said bolts is a cord or 
chain. K, by which the same may be raised or 
lowered, said cords or chainsK being passed 
over pulleysk, arranged in the upper part 

Immediately over each of the plates or bars 7 O 
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of the hangers H and being each carried 
along the bottom of the truck toward the 
center thereof, where each is passed around 
a pulley and said cords brought together 
at the middle of the truck, as shown at k, 
and secured to a cord or chain L, which ex 
tends in opposite directions to each end of 
the truck and is passed around pulleys M, 
and said cord or chain L is adapted to be op 
erated from either end of the car or the plat 
form thereof. 
I have also shown in Fig. 3 a main railway 

track and also the side-track or switch, and 
in the normal position of the parts of m 
improvement, as hereinafter described, the 

y 95 
locking-boltsh are raised within the hangers 
H by means of the cords or chains K, which 
may be operated from either end of the car 
or truck, and whenever it is desirable to run 
the car or truck upon the side-track one of 
the levers g is operated So as to place the 
plates or bars E in the position shown in Fig. 
1, after which the locking-bolts hare allowed 
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to drop into the position also shown in said 
figure, and the plates or bars E will be se 
curely locked in place, and the wheels F at 
the lower ends of said plates or bars will run 
upon the side-track or switch or the rails 
thereof, which are inclined at their ends to 
permit of this operation, and as described in 
the application hereinbefore referred to; and 
it Will be understood that when the wheels 
F are not in use they may be held in any de 
sired position by means of the levers g and 
their connected parts. It will also be under 
stood that the wheels K, when in use, raise 
the truck or car from the main track, and the 
said truck or car may be moved from one 
point to another on a side-track of any de 
sired length and may be again run onto the 
main track Whenever desired. 

It will be understood that the supplemental 
or auxiliary Wheels and their connections 
are Strong enough to sustain a car of any de 
sired size and weight and provided with any 
desired load, and that the plates or bars E, 
the side bars G, by which they are connected, 
and the cross bar or rod g constitute a frame 
which is mounted on the axles and provided 
With auxiliary or supplemental wheels which 
are adapted to receive the weight of the car or 
truck, and this device is perfectly adapted to 
accomplish the result for which it is intended, 
and it is evident that changes in the con 
struction shown and described and modifi 
cations thereof may be made without depart 
ing from the spirit of my invention or sacri 
ficing its advantages. 
Having fully described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. The combination with a car or truck, of 
plates or bars pivotally connected with the 
ends of each of the axles, an auxiliary wheel 
mounted in the lower end of each plate or 
bar, the upper ends of said plates or bars, be 
ing connected by side rods or bars, and said 
side rods being connected by a cross-rod, with 
which is connected a rod which extends lon 
gitudinally of the car or truck, and is pro 
vided at each end with a lever by which it is 
operated, Substantially as shown and de 
scribed. 

2. The combination with a car or truck, of 
plates or bars pivotally connected with the 
ends of each of the axles, an auxiliary wheel 
mounted in the lower end of each plate or 
bar, the upper ends of said plates or bars, be 
ing connected by side rods or bars, and said 
side rods being connected by a cross-rod, with 
which is connected a rod which extends lon 
gitudinally of the car or truck, and is pro 
vided at each end with a lever by which it is 
Operated, and means for locking the plates 
or bars connected with the axles and provided 
with wheels at their lower ends, in a vertical 
position, whereby they are adapted to receive 
the weight of the car or truck, substantially 
as shown and described. 

3. The combination with a car or truck, of 
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plates or bars pivotally connected with the 
ends of each of the axles, an auxiliary Wheel 
mounted in the lower end of each plate or 
bar, the upper ends of said plates or bars be 
ing connected by side rods or bars, and said 
side rods being connected by a cross-rod, with 
which is connected a rod which extends lon 
gitudinally of the car or truck, and is pro 
vided at each end with a lever by which it is 
operated, and means for locking the plates 
or bars, connected with the axles and provided 
with wheels at their lower ends, in a vertical 
position, whereby they are adapted to receive 
the weight of the car or truck, consisting of 
vertically-movable locking-bolts which are 
mounted in hangers, and which are adapted 
to operate in connection with notches or re 
cesses, formed in the upper ends of said plates 
or bars, and means for operating said lock 
ing-bolts, substantially as shown and de 
scribed. 

4. The combination with a car or truck, of 
plates or bars pivotally connected with the 
ends of each of the axles, an auxiliary Wheel 
mounted in the lower end of each plate Or 
bar, the upper ends of said plates or bars, 
being connected by side rods or bars, and 
said side rods being connected by a cross-rod, 
with which is connected a rod which extends 
longitudinally of the car or truck, and is pro 
vided at each end with a lever by which it is 
operated, and means for locking the plates 
or bars connected with the axles and provided 
with wheels at their lower ends, in a vertical 
position, whereby they are adapted to receive 
the weight of the car or truck, consisting of 
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vertically-movable locking-bolts which are 
mounted in hangers and which are adapted 
to operate in connection with notches or re 
cesses formed in the upper ends of said plates 
or bars, and means for operating said lock 
ing-bolts, consisting of cords or chains which 
are connected there with and passed over pull 
leys in the upper ends of Said hangers, said 
cords or chains being passed along the bot 
tom of the car or truck, to near the center 
thereof, and around pulleys supported there 
from, and connected near the center of the 
car or truck, and provided with a similar 
cord, or chain which is connected there with, 
and which extends in opposite directions to 
each end of the car or truck, substantially as 
shown and described. 

5. The combination with a car or truck, of 
a frame pivotally connected with the axles 
thereof, and provided with supplemental or 
auxiliary wheel arranged adjacent to each of 
the main wheels, said supplemental or aux 
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iliary wheels being adapted to run upon a 
side-track, the rails of which are higher than 
the main track, and means for operating said 
frame, substantially as shown and described. 

6. The combination with a car or truck, of 
a frame pivotally connected with the axles 
thereof, and provided with supplemental or 
auxiliary Wheel arranged adjacent to each of 
the main Wheels, said supplemental or aux 
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iliary wheels being adapted to run upon a 
side-track, the rails of which are higher than 
the main track, and means for operating said 
frame, consisting of a longitudinal rod which 
is connected centrally therewith, and pro 
vided with levers which extend upwardly at 
each end of the car or truck, substantially as 
shown and described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as . 
my invention I have signed my name, in pres. Io 
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 26th 
day of February, 1896. e 
". . . . . . . HENRY G. WESEMANN. 
Witnesses: 
. . C. G. MILLIN, 

C. GERST. 

  


