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Zo all whom it may concern:

I3e it known that I, PARK. A. BRADFORD, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Os-
wego, in the county of Labette and State of
Kansas, have invented a new and useful Mech-
anism for Dissolving Magic Lanterns and
Stereopticons, of which the following isa speci-
fication.

My invention relates to improvements in
the lens-adjusting mechanism of such sets of
Ienses as are moved to and from each other
for the purpose of producing an effect known
as the “dissolving-view effect;” and I attain
this object by means of the following-de-
scribed mechanism, as illustrated by draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1is a plan or elevation of entire
mechanism; Fig. 2, a cross-section on dotted
line 4 5, Fig. 1; and Fig. 3, a plan of single-
acting lever and light-shielding shutter.

Bracket B, Fig. 2, secured by screws to the
stationary portion of the lens-tube, forms the
pivotal bearing for the actuating-lever A.
The tube G, in which the tube L moves, is slot-
ted or grooved, asat I, Fig. 1, so as to allow the
stud D, which is secured rigidly to L, to move
to the extent of the travel of the tube L. The
shutter or light-shield M, Fig. 3, is formed of
thin slats, which are set at such an angle as
to gradually shut off the light as it closes.
It is hinged to the-inner side of the sleeve K
at T and made to open by the tube L strik-
ing it near the hinge and against the lug T.

(See dotted lines, Fig. 8.) The objectin this
arrangement is to produce what is known as
the “dissolving effect” of a magic lantern or
stereopticon, and when two lanterns or in-
struments are used by means of the double
arrangement of the lever, as shown in Fig. 1,
one of the views can be thrown into focus by
the same motion that the other view is thrown
out of foecus and so dissolved.

To operate the mechanism, it is secured to
the lens-case, as described, the studs D D,
Fig. 2, taking the place of the rack and pin-
fon as used most generally. Moving the han-
dle of the lever moves the tubes L L and
actuates the shutter M automatically.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

In a dissolving mechanism for magie lan-
terns and stereopticons, the combination, with
a bracket adapted to be attached to the sta~
tionary portion of a telescoping lens-tube, of
a lever adapted to work pivotally upon said
bracket and having pivotal connection with
the sliding portion of the lens-tube, said slid-
ing portion of the lens-tube sliding against
and under the lug of the light-shield or shut-
ter, and thus elevating said shutter to upper
side of lens-tube or moving in the opposite
direction permits the same to drop.

PARK. A. BRADFORD.

Witnesses:

W. M. TIFFANY,
LILLIAN A. BRADFORD.
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