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To ai vom it ma concern: 
Beit known that I, JOHN F. BROWN, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Indian 
apolis, in the county of Marion and State of 
Indiana, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Temporary Binders, of 
Which the following is a specification. 
The object of my said invention is to pro 

duce a file or binder for orders, letters, in 
voices, and other papers, which may be 
quickly and easily used, eitherin placing the 
papers upon the file or removing them there 
from. 

Said invention consists, essentially, in a pe 
culiarly-formed spring-clamp, as will be here 
inafter more particularly described and 
claimed. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
which are made a parthereof, and on which 
similar letters of reference indicate similar 
parts, Figure 1 is a perspective view of a 
binder embodying my said invention; Fig. 2, 
a transverse section thereof through the 
clamp, and Fig. 3 a detail section similar to 
a portion of Fig. 2 when the clamp-bar is re 
moved from the rods. 
In said drawings, the portion marked Arep 

resents the lower board of the file; B, the up 
per board; C, the lower clamping-bar; D, the 
upper clamping-bar; and E, the Spring-clamp, 
which is the particular feature of my present 
invention. These several parts, as before 
stated, are not dissimilar to similar parts of 
such binders heretofore used, except the 
spring-clamp E. The top and bottomboards, 
A and B, are each provided near the clamped 
end with flexible portions, which serve as 
hinges. The lower clamping-bar, C, has two 
upwardly-projectingrods, C'and Cº, which ex 
tend up through saidboards, the upper clamp 
ing-bar, D, and the Spring-clamp, as shown. 
These rods are flattened at the upper ends 
and provided with holes in the flattened por 
tions, through which strings may be inserted 
and the papers thus strung together when 
they are to be removed from the file. The 
upper clamping-bar, D, isprovided with holes, 
through which the rods C' and Cºpass, and, 
so far as its own construction is concerned, 
it is free to move up and down on said rods 
freely. The spring-clamp E is a flat spring 

secured in the centerrigidly to the clamping 
barD. At points nearly over the holes in 
said bar D, through which the rods C' and Cº 
pass, are formed slightly-elongated holes in 
the ends of this spring. Normally When said 
clamping-bar is removed from said rods the 
holes in said bar Would be partly covered by 
the spring-that is, they Would not register 
exactly therewith-being formed somewhat 
farther out from the centerthan are the holes 
in said bar. When, however, said bar Dis 
placed upon the rods C' and Cºand forced 
down, itforces up the ends of the spring until 
said rods will pass through the holes therein, 
and the parts then assume the position shown 
in the drawings. It will be readily under 
stood that these spring ends When in this po 
sition actas friction-brakes and keep the top 
clamp -bar firmly down against the upper 
board of the file. 
The operation is as follows: To remove the 

upper clamp-bar it is only necessary to lift 
up on the outer ends of the spring clamp, and 
after this clamp-baris removed of course the 
upper board is easily taken off. The paper 
being punched is placed over the uprightrods 
C' and Cº, the board replaced, and the clamp 
placed overthe board, being forced down until 
it rests closely against the upper surface of 
of the top board, and the papers are thereby 
held firmly in position. 
Having thus fully described my said inven 

tion, What I claim as new, and desire to secure 
by Letters Patent, is-- 

1. In a temporary binder, the combination 
of a base, rods extending upwardly from said 
base, a clamp-bar provided with holes and 
mounted to slide on said rods, and a spring 
clamp secured to said clamp-barand also pro 
vided with holes which do not quite register 
With the holes in the bar, Whereby, when the 
clamp-baris slid to any position on said rods, 
said spring-clamp serves as afriction-brake 
and automatically secures it from any up 
Ward movement, substantially as set forth. 

2. In a temporary binder, the combination 
of a base, rods extending upwardly from said 
base, a clamp-bar mounted to slide on said 
rods, anda spring-clamp secured to said clamp 
barat its center and extending out and im 
pinging against saidi rods, the distance be 
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tween the points which impinge against said 
rods being slightly greater than the space be 
tween the perforations in the clamp-bar, sub 
stantially as described, and for the purposes 
specified. 

3. The combination, in a temporarybinder, 
of the upper and lower file-boards, a lower 
clamp-bar having upwardy-projecting rods, 
anupper clamp-barhavingholes and adapted 
to be placed over said rods, and a spring 
clamp, E, secured to the upper clamp-barand 

also havingholes, which, however, are slightly 
farther from the center than the holes in the 
clamp-bar, substantially as shown and de 
Scribed. 

In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand and seal, at Indianapolis, Indiana, this 
14th day of February, A. D. 1888. 

JOHN F. BROWN. L. s. 
VVitneSSeS: 

C. BRADFORD, 
E. W. BRADFORD. 


