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1. 
This invention relates to clips and more par 

ticularly to clips which are adapted to be attached 
to a tobacco lath for detachably receiving indi 
vidual tobacco stalks or bunches of tobacco 
leaves. 

It is an object of my invention to provide a 
novel spring clip which will facilitate the attach 
ment of tobacco stalks to the lath upon which 
a plurality of my improved clips are fastened, 
and also the handling of the lath with the said 
Stalks attached thereto. 
A further object is the provision of a spring 

clip which is expandable to receive stalks of 
tobacco plants, bunches of leaves or stems of 
individual leaves. 
A further object of this invention is the pro 

vision of such a spring clip which may be used 
for Supporting various articles, Such as brooms 
and other tools, and which may be readily at 
tached to or detached from a member upon Which 
the said clip is mounted. 

Further objects and advantages of this in 
vention will be more clearly understood from the 
following description and from the accompany 
ing drawings in Which: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a portion of a lath 
having a plurality of my improved clips fastened 
thereto, One of the clips being shown in central 
horizontal Section and the other clips being 
shown supporting tobacco stalks of different 
SZeS. 

Fig. 2 is a front view of said lath portion show 
ing tobacco stalks attached thereto; one of the 
clips being shown in central vertical section. 

Fig. 3 is an end view thereof. 
Fig. 4 is a front view of the lath showing the 

SWivel operation of the clips thereon. 
Fig. 5 is a plan view of the clip showing the 

Same in position to be attached to or detached 
from the lath. 

Fig. 6 is a plan view of a modified form of spring 
clip. 

Fig. 7 is a front view of said modified form of 
clip. 

Fig. 8 is a plan view illustrating a further modi 
fied form of Spring clip. 

Fig. 9 is a front view thereof. 
As illustrated in the drawings, the numeral 

5 denotes a tobacco lath of conventional form 
such as commonly constructed of wood or other 
Suitable material. 
The present invention provides a series of 

spring clips 6 which are spaced upon the lath 
and attached thereto preferably by means of a 
fastening member such as a nail 7 or the like. 
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Each Spring clip is constructed of Spring metal, 
preferably in sheet form, and comprises a loop 
8 having a foot portion 9, a lead portion O and 
a finger which extends into the loop 8. 
The foot portion 9 has at the end thereof a 

raised projection f2 with a reversely extending 
free edge portion which is adapted to rest upon 
the surface of the lath 5 to facilitate the inser 
tion of a tobacco leaf or stalk or stem into the 
loop 8. The said foot portion is also preferably 
formed with a notch 3 for receiving the shank 
of the nail 7 underneath the head thereof and 
the said notch opens into a slit 4 which forms 
an engaging tongue 5 for retaining the clip 
in engagement With the nail. 
The lead portion O is preferably provided by 

an extension from the loop 8; the said portion 
extending outwardly and back over the loop to 
provide a guard Which engages the tobacco stalk 
or stem and opens the loop 8 to permit entry 
of said stalk or stem into the loop. 
The finger is formed as an extension from 

the lead portion 0 and may be cut from a por 
tion of the loop 8 leaving a slot 6 in said loop 
which will render more flexible the receiving 
portion of the loop. It will be noted that the 
said finger is curved concavely so as to more 
adequately engage the surface of the stalk or 
stem and retain it in the positions clearly illus 
trated in Fig. 1. 
As illustrated in Fig. 5, the Said Spring clips 

are attached to the lath by simply opening the 
clip to an extent wherein the tongue 5 will be 
raised above the head of the nail 7, which has 
previously been driven into the lath the required 
distance, so that the said clip may be slipped 
Over the nail by permitting the Said head to pass 
under the tongue. This provides for readily re 
placing clips when necessary. 
As illustrated in Fig. 4, the said clips will 

swivel upon the nail 7 and thereby permit the 
tobacco leaves to hang vertically when the lath 
is turned towards a vertical position such as it 
assumes when being handed to a person who is 
hanging the lath or when the lath is hung by one 

In the modified form illustrated in Figs. 6. 
and 7, the lead portion 0-G of the clip is doubled 
back upon itself to provide the spring finger -a. 
This form of clip eliminates the necessity of 
cutting the finger Out of the material of the loop 
and, in addition, provides a retaining finger of 
greater strength than the finger in the form of 
clip illustrated in Fig. 1. 
In the modified form illustrated in Figs. 8 and 

  




