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To all whom it Hay Conceriy:

Be it known that I, ARTHUR C. STEBBINS,
8 citizen of the United States, residing at the
city of Lansing, in the county of Ingham and
State of Michigan, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Box-Trucks, of
Wwhich the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
trucks for carrying boxes and similar articles,

The object of the invention is to provide a
truck which will be readily locked into posi-
tion when loading the box ontothe same and
which will be easy of manipulation when the
box or load is upon the same.

A further object is to provide an improved
construction which shall be very strong and
yet simple and easy to manufacture. )

I accomplish the objects of my invention
by the devices and means described in this
specification. _

The invention is clearly defined, and point-
ed out in the claim, ‘

A structure fully einbodying the features
of my invention is clearly illustrated in the

accompanying drawings, forming a part of.

this specification, in which— ,
Figure 1 is a side elevation of my improved
box-truck in use with a box loaded upon it.
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same, show-
ing the position of the truck when a box is
being loaded upon it. Fig. 3 is a transverse
detail sectional elevation showing the ar-
rangement of parts, taken on a line corre-
sponding to line 3 3 of Figs. 1 and 4. Fig. 4
is a detail plan view of my improved truck.
In the drawings similarletters of reference
refer to similar parts throughout the several
views. : '
Referring to the lettered parts of the draw-
ings, A A" are the sections of the frame.
These are made up of an gle-bars, the horizon-
tal limb of the same being notched to permit
the same to fold at right angles at the cor-
ners, the vertical limb extending downwardly
from the same, this form being found to make
asstronga platform as possible for the amount
of material employed. The horizontal limb
on the section A’ is cut away for a consider-
abledistance at the end, and the vertical limb
is offset slightly outwardly and extended
along the outside of the inner ends of the an-

gle-bars, making the section A as clearly ap-
pears at D in the drawings. To the outside
of this portion D a downwardly-projecting
ear @ is secured by Fivets, and to the inside 55
of the vertical portion of the part A a corre-
sponding ear d' is secured. A shaft ¢ ex-
tends through these ears; thus pivoting the
same together; so that the sections of the
frame are joined togethier; as by a rule-joint. 65
On the shaft K are supported a pair of wheels
B B, the same being held separated to each
side by a suitable sleove, here consisting of
a piece of gas-pipe. Earsbare riveted to the
inside of the flange toward each end of the- 65
frame, said parts being exactly like the in-
ner ears a’, already referred to. . These also
carry suitable shafts or rods e, which are pro-
vided with suitable wheels C C at each end.
The ears b are slightly shorter than the ears
@', 80 that the wheels B project normally be-
low the wheels C C,as clearly appears in Fig.1,

The operation of my improved box-truck
will be readily understood by examining the
accompanying drawings, - The box is loaded 75
by running the truck up to the box and tip-
ping it down upon it, which is the preferred
method with a heavy box, or by raising the
edge of the box and inserting the end of the
truck under it, as appears in Fig. 2. When 8o
the box is tipped down, that end of the frame
tips down into contact with the floor and se-
curely holds the truck in position until the
weight of the box is thrown over upon it.
The box dropping upon the truck throws the 85
frame straight, and the weight of the box
holds the same in that position, when the box
can be easily pushed or pulled to any posi-’
tion desired. (See Fig. 1.) The truck very
readily turns owing to the fact that the cen-
ter wheels B are the highest, it being thus
possible to balance the load entirely on the
two center wheels and turn it around, as on
a two-wheeled cart, the wheels revolving in-
dependently facilitating this movement.

It will be noticed that I have described the
various parts of my improved truck as being
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made up of several pieces riveted together,

It is obvious that the results I have obtained ,
might be obtained were the different parts 100

made in a single piece or otherwise secured
together. I, however, prefer the devices in
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the form in which I have shown them on ac-
count of cheapness, ease of manufacture, and
strength of construction.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desiretosecure by Letters
Patent, is—

In a folding box-truck, the combination of
a frame made up of sections; a central hinge
connection between the said sections to per-
mit the outer ends thereof to fold down-
wardly; suitable truck-wheels at each end

of said frame and a pair of suitable truck-
wheels under the central portion thereof, pro-
jeeting beneath the truck-wheels at the end,
for the purpose specified. 15
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand and sealin the presence of two witnesses.

ARTHUR C. STEBBINS. [L. s.]

Witnesses:
J. D. WALLACE,
J. FRED SCHULTZ.




