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My invention relates to a display rack. It has
to do, more specifically, with a display rack for
displaying shoes or similar articles, although it
is not necessarily limited thereto. It may be

5 used for displaying various types of articles.

In displaying articles in g store, for example,
in a shoe store, it is desirable that the articles
be displayed in such a manner that they may be
readily seen and inspected by the customers. In
a shoe store it is desirable to provide display
racks for supporting samples of the shoes being
sold in the store in such a manner that they may
be inspected by the customer so that the custom-
er will know what shoes are in stock. However,
5 if any considerable number of shoes are displayed
in the store, the display racks occupy a con-
siderable portion of the much-needed space of
the shoe store. These racks - -are usually located
where they interfere with access to the stock.
There is a need for some means for displaying
shoes or other articles in a store in ‘such a
manner that the displaying means will not oc-
cupy much-needed floor space in the store and
which will be so located as not to interfere with
access to the stock on the shelves of the store.

One of the chjects of my invention is to pro-
vide- means for displaying a large number of
shoes or other articles in a store in such a man-
ner that the displaying means will not take up
g0 much-needed floor space of the store and the

displaying means will be so located as not to in-
terfere with access to the stock located on the
shelves of the store.

Another object of my invention is to provide
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35 Mmeans of the type indicated for attractively dis-

playing a. large number of shoes in such a manner
that they may be readily removed for closer in-
spection.
In its preferred form my invention contem-
40 Plates the provision of a plurality of display
racks, each of which is adapted to support a
large number of shoes. These display racks are
mounted directly in front of the shelves provided
for supporting the stock of the store in order
that the racks will not take up any appreciable
amount of the much-needed floor space of the
store. The racks are so mounted in front of
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the shelves that they may be readily moved to

different positions along the shelves so that the
racks will not interfere with access to any por-
tion of the shelves on which the stock is disposed.

The preferred embodiment of my invention
is illustrated in the accompanying drawings
wherein similar characters of reference designate
corresponding parts and wherein:
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1936, Serial No. 92,397
(CL 211—34)

Figure 1is a perspective view showing a dis-
play rack movably mounted in front of the
shelves on which the stock is disposed.

Figure 2 is a detail in perspective, partly
broken away, showing my rack.

Figure 3 is a vertical transverse section taken
through the display rack and the adJacent
shelves, illustrating the manner in whlch it 1s
movably mounted in front of the shelves.

Figure 4 is a detail in section, showing the
means for supporting the lower end of the dis-
play rack.

With reference to the drawings, and partic-
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ularly Figure 1, I have illustrated a display rack

which i indicated generally by the numeral 1. I

have also illustrated a tier of shelves, indicated .

generally by the numeral 2, which are sulta,bly
located in the store, for example agamst the wall
thereof. The shelves 2 support-the stock. S
which, in this instance, takes the form of a large
number of boxes which contain shoes. . It will
be noted that the rack { is supported dlrectly
in front of the shelves so that it will be readily
visible and accessible to the customers and clerks
but will not take up any appreciable amount-of
the much-needed floor space of the store. It
will be apparent that if the display rack { were
immovably mounted directly in front of  the
shelves 2, it would be almost impossible to gain
access to the stock on that portion of the shelves
2 behind the rack. Consequently, I mount the
rack in such a manner that it may be moved
along the shelves so that access may be readily
gained to any portions of the shelves.

2. It comprises vertical side members 3 of con-
siderable width and a transversely extending
bottom member 4 of the same width which is
connected to the members 3 at the lower ends
thereof. The members 3 are joined together at
their upper ends by means of a transversely ex~
tending member 5 of narrow width. This mem-
‘ber 5 is secured to the upper ends of the mem-
bers: 3 by means of brackets 6, as illustrated best
in Pigure. 3.
rality of transversely ~extending strips T are

The rack | is illustrated best in Figures 1 and ‘

On the front of the rack a plu-
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mounted. These strips are arranged at vertically -

spaced intervals and have their ends inset in the
forward edges of the members 8. Similar strips
8 are disposed on the rear side of the rack and
have -their ends inset in the rear edges of the
members 3. The members 8 are also disposed at
vertically spaced intervals but are .in staggered
relation to the members 1. -Consequently, as il-
lustrated in.the drawings, a row of shoes may
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2
be supported on one set of the members T and 8.
For reinforcing the rack, braces 9 may be pro-
vided at the lower end thereof. Also, reinforc-
ing members {0 and i! may be provided on the
front of the rack adjacent the top and bottom
thereof and these members may be used as sign
members,

The means for mounting the rack in such a

manner that it may be moved to different posi-
tions along the shelves is illustrated best in Fig-
ures 2 to 4, inclusive. It will be apparent from
these figures that the bottom member 4 of the
rack is provided with grooved rollers 12 which
are rotatably mounted in the manner indicated
best at Figure 4, being supported by member 13
secured to the member 4 by means of screws (4
or any other suitable means. Each roller is dis-
posed in an opening 15 formed in the member 4.
These grooved rollers are adapted to cooperate
with a track 16 which is disposed.directly in
front of the shelves and extends longitudinally
thereof. This track member 16 may be secured
to the floor by screws or other means.
- In order to prevent the rack from tipping rear-
wardly or forwardly, while moving along the track
16, a pair of guide members {7 are provided ad-
jacent the upper end of the rack. These guide
members extend longitudinally of the shelves
and are supported by means of g plurality of
spaced supporting members {8 which are secured
to the shelves and extend forwardly therefrom.
The members 1T are spaced from each other so
that they will receive the member 5 therebetween.
Thus, the member 5 not only serves as a brace
for the rack but also cooperates with the guide-
way formed between the members 7. It will be
apparent that the guideway between the members
1T and the track 16 are located substantially in
line with each other and are spaced forwardly
from the shelves a sufficient distance to prevent
the shoes which are supported on the rack from
contacting with the shelves or the stock supported
thereon. ‘

Thus, it will be clear that the rack may be
moved along the shelves to any position desired.
The rack can be readily moved because it is sup-
ported on the track 16 by means of rollers. . Fur-
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thermore, the guide 5 on the upper end of the -

rack projects into the guideway formed between
guide 1T and will prevent tipping of the rack.
It will be apparent that other means might be
provided for supporting the rack in front of the
shelves in such a manner that it may be moved
therealong. For example, the rack might be sus-
pended from the ceiling in such a manner that
it could be readily moved along the shelves.

Although in Figure 1 I have illustrated only
one rack disposed in front of the shelves, it will
be apparent that any number of these racks may
be provided, depending upon the length of the
tier of shelves.

It will be understood from the above that I
have provided racks for effectively and attrac-
tively displaying a large number of shoes. These
racks are disposed directly in front of the shelves
and closely adjacent thereto so that they will not
occupy any appreciable amount of the much-
needed floor space. Furthermore, the racks are

so mounted that they may be readily moved to

various positions along the shelves and will not
interfere with removal and replacement of stock
on the shelves.

I do not intend to be limited to a rack of the
particular construction shown and described or
to the specific means shown and described for
movably mounting the rack.

Having thus described my invention what I
claim is: )

In combination with a pair of upper and lower
vertically aligned guide members adapted to be
secured respectively to vertical and horizontal
surfaces, a. vertically disposed rectangular box-
like open rack frame provided on opposite sides
with a series of vertically spaced article supports,
the supports on one, side being staggered with re-
spect to the supports on the opposite side, the
lower guide member being in the form of a track
and the bottom wall of the frame being provided
with rollers for engagement with the track, the
upper guide member comprising a pair of spaced
rails to receive the top member of the frame,
whereby the frame is supported in vertical posi-
tion for movement on said guide members.

" ARTHUR H. LUDWICK.
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