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(57) ABSTRACT 

Embodiments of the present invention are directed to an 
application broker, which can be a program on a client device, 
a service in a cloud accessible by the client device or both. The 
client device typically runs a guest environment in a host 
environment. A user is able to search for an application on the 
application broker configured to interface with one or more 
application sources. In some embodiments, the application 
broker is able to intelligently search, download and/or install 
the application in the guest operating system of the client 
device with minimal or no user intervention. The application 
is typically executed in an application player associated with 
the guest environment. In some embodiments, the application 
player is configured as the application broker. In some 
embodiments, the application broker can provide Suggested 
applications to download when the client device is commu 
nicatively coupled with the one or more application sources. 
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APPLICATION PLAYER 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application claims benefit of priority under 35 U.S.C. 
section 119(e) of the U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. 
No. 61/489,611, filed May 24, 2011, entitled “Switch Oper 
ating Systems.” and U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. 
No. 61/489,615, filed May 24, 2011, entitled “App Store 
Broker, which are both hereby incorporated by reference in 
their entirety. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is related to the field of applications. 
More specifically, the present invention relates to an applica 
tion broker. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

An app store is an online application distribution system, 
which allows a user to search and download any desired 
application. Examples of an app store include, but are not 
limited to, the Amazon Appstore and the Mac App Store. 
Although numerous app stores exist today, a single app Store, 
however, may not have an application that the user is specifi 
cally looking for. Feeling frustrated, the user may spend more 
time to look for it elsewhere or simply give up. Even if the app 
store does have the application that the user is specifically 
looking for, another app store may have the same application 
at a lower price or for free. The user may pay more for the 
application than what he could have gotten the application for 
had the user searched elsewhere. After the user finds the 
application to download, the user may have to download the 
application to a transitory device before transferring to an 
ultimate device that is capable of running the application. For 
example, the user may have to downloadan application on the 
user's personal computer from the iTunes Store before trans 
ferring the application to the user's iPhone. Completing Such 
a process even by a user who is tech-savvy can be time 
consuming, tedious and frustrating at times. 
The present invention addresses at least these limitations in 

the prior art. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Embodiments of the present invention are directed to an 
application broker, which can be a program on a client device, 
a service in a cloud accessible by the client device or both. The 
client device typically runs a guest environment in a host 
environment. A user is able to search for an application on the 
application broker configured to interface with one or more 
application sources. In some embodiments, the application 
broker is able to intelligently search, download and/or install 
the application in the guest operating system of the client 
device with minimal or no user intervention. The application 
is typically executed in an application player associated with 
the guest environment. In some embodiments, the application 
player is configured as the application broker. In some 
embodiments, the application broker can provide Suggested 
applications to download when the client device is commu 
nicatively coupled with the one or more application sources. 

In one aspect, a non-transitory computer-readable medium 
storing instructions that, when executed by a computing 
device Supporting a first operating system and a second oper 
ating system, cause the computing device to perform a 
method. The method includes receiving a search text on a 
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2 
broker platform configured to interface with at least one 
application source, and searching, using the search text, in the 
at least one application source. The method also includes 
displaying at least one application that is specific to the sec 
ond operating system and based on the search text. Informa 
tion of the at least one application can be displayed. One or 
more sources of the at least one application are not displayed. 
Alternatively, the one or more sources of the at least one 
application are displayed. 

In some embodiments, the method further includes dis 
playing one or more suggested applications. Each of the 
Suggested applications is specific to the second operating 
system. The one or more Suggested applications can be dis 
played based on a ranking methodology. The ranking meth 
odology can be based on relatedness, importance, popularity, 
and listing price. 

In some embodiments, the method further includes down 
loading and installing one of the at least one application, and 
executing the at least one application on the computing device 
in an application player associated with the second operating 
system. In some embodiments, the application player 
includes the broker platform. In some embodiments, the one 
of the at least one application is downloaded and installed 
with minimal or no user intervention. 

In some embodiments, the method further includes auto 
matically selecting an application source to download from. 
The automatic selection can be based on at least one factor, 
Such as cost. In some embodiments, the method further 
includes displaying in the application player the downloaded 
and installed application. In some embodiments, the method 
further includes invoking a payment workflow. 

In another aspect, a non-transitory computer-readable 
medium storing instructions that, when executed by a com 
puting device Supporting a first operating system, cause the 
computing device to perform a method. The method includes 
communicatively coupling with a source device Supporting a 
second operating system. The source device can be a personal 
computer, a tablet, a mobile device, or any suitable device 
capable of storing data, Such as applications that are specific 
to the second operating system. The method also includes 
synching at least one application that is specific to the second 
operating system from the source device, and displaying the 
at least one application in an application player. The applica 
tion player includes a broker platform configured to interface 
with at least one application source. In some embodiments, 
the at least one application source is automatically pre-se 
lected, is selected by a user of the computing device, or both. 
In some embodiments, the application player is associated 
with the second operating system. 
The broker platform is configured to search for applica 

tions from the at least one application source. In some 
embodiments, the broker platform is configured to intelli 
gently select an application to be downloaded from one of the 
at least one application source. In some embodiments, the 
broker platform is configured minimize user intervention dur 
ing a download and installation of an application from one of 
the at least one application source. In some embodiments, the 
broker platform is configured to invoke a payment workflow. 

In some embodiments, the method further includes launch 
ing the second operating system specific application from the 
application player. In some embodiments, the method further 
includes executing the second operating system specific 
application in the application player. 

In some embodiments, the method further includes using a 
feature on the source device. The feature on the source device 
can be G.P.S., an accelerometer, a camera, a microphone or 
any feature on the Source device. 
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In yet another aspect, a non-transitory computer-readable 
medium storing instructions that, when executed by a com 
puting device, cause the computing device to perform a 
method. The method includes presenting an application bro 
ker configured to interface with at least one application Source 
to retrieve an application that is specific to a guest operating 
system. The application is typically configured to run in an 
application player associated with the guest operating sys 
tem. 

In Some embodiments, the application player is configured 
as the application broker. In some embodiments, the applica 
tion broker is a program launched from and executed on the 
computing device, which is a client device. Alternatively or in 
addition to, the application broker is a service in a cloud and 
is accessible by the client device. 

In some embodiments, the application broker implements 
one or more monetization schemes utilized by the application 
broker. 

In yet another aspect, a system includes at least one appli 
cation source and an application broker. The application bro 
ker is typically communicatively coupled with the at least one 
application source and configured to interface with the at least 
one application Source to retrieve applications therefrom. The 
system also includes a computing device configured to 
access, via the application broker, an application that is spe 
cific to an operating system that is a guest on the computing 
device. The application is configured to run in an application 
player associated with the guest operating system. The guest 
operating system can be the same as or different from a host 
operating system 

In some embodiments, the application broker is a program 
executed on the computing device. Alternatively or in addi 
tion to, the application broker is a service in a cloud. In some 
embodiments, the application player is configured as the 
application broker. 

In some embodiments, the application broker is configured 
to list any application residing on the computing device that is 
related to the guest operating system. 

In some embodiments, the application broker utilizes one 
or more monetization schemes. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Reference will now be made in detail to implementations 
of the present invention as illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings. The same reference indicators will be used 
throughout the drawings and the following detailed descrip 
tion to refer to the same or like parts. 

FIG. 1 illustrates an overview of an exemplary system for 
implementing an embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary com 
puting device configured to implement an application broker 
in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary application player within a 
host environment in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 4 illustrates a client device coupling a Smartphone in 
accordance with the present invention. 

FIG.5 illustrates an exemplary application broker in accor 
dance with the present invention. 

FIG. 6 illustrates a method of retrieving an application 
retrieved from an application source in accordance with the 
present invention. 

FIG. 7 illustrates an exemplary application executing 
within an application player in accordance with the present 
invention. 
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4 
FIG. 8 illustrates a method of utilizing a monetization 

scheme in accordance with the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

In the following description, numerous details are set forth 
for purposes of explanation. However, one of ordinary skill in 
the art will realize that the invention may be practiced without 
the use of these specific details. Thus, the present invention is 
not intended to be limited to the embodiments shown but is to 
be accorded the widest scope consistent with the principles 
and features described herein. 

Embodiments of the present invention are directed to an 
application broker, which can be a program on a client device, 
a service in a cloud accessible by the client device or both. The 
client device typically runs a guest environment in a host 
environment. A user is able to search for an application on the 
application broker configured to interface with one or more 
application sources. In some embodiments, the application 
broker is able to intelligently search, download and/or install 
the application in the guest operating system of the client 
device with minimal or no user intervention. The application 
is typically executed in an application player associated with 
the guest environment. In some embodiments, the application 
player is configured as the application broker. In some 
embodiments, the application broker can provide Suggested 
applications to download when the client device is commu 
nicatively coupled with the one or more application sources. 

FIG. 1 illustrates an overview of an exemplary system 100 
for implementing an embodiment of the present invention. As 
shown in FIG. 1, the system 100 includes at least one client 
device 110. A client device 110 can be a mobile device, a 
personal computer, a tablet or any Suitable network-enabled 
device. A client device 110 is communicatively coupled with 
a network 105, and accesses an application broker configured 
to receive and/or send data from/to one or more application 
sources 115 via the network 105. In some embodiments, the 
application broker is a program on the client device 110. 
Alternatively or in addition to, the application broker is a 
service in a cloud 120. It will be understood that the network 
105 can be a local area network (LAN), a wireless local area 
network (WLAN), a wide area network (WAN), a metropoli 
tan area network (MAN), an Internet network, a cellular 
network maintained by a cellular carrier, Such as a global 
system for mobile communications (GSM) or code division 
multiple access (CDMA) network, and/or some other wired 
or wireless communications link. Users are able to use client 
devices 110 to access and retrieve applications from the one 
or more application sources 115. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary com 
puting device 200 configured to implement an application 
broker in accordance with the present invention. The comput 
ing device 200 is able to be used to acquire, cache, Store, 
compute, search, transfer, communicate and/or display infor 
mation. For example, the computing device 200 is a client 
device that has software that implements the application bro 
ker. For another example, the computing device 200 is a client 
device that accesses the application broker as a service in a 
cloud. For yet another example, the computing device 200 is 
a server that provides the application broker as a service in a 
cloud, wherein the service is accessible by a client device. 

In general, a hardware structure Suitable for implementing 
the computing device 200 includes a network interface 202, a 
memory 204, processor(s) 206, I/O device(s) 208, a bus 210 
and a storage device 212. The choice of processor is not 
critical as long as a suitable processor with Sufficient speed is 
chosen. In some embodiments, the computer device 200 
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includes at least two processors 206. The memory 204 is able 
to be any conventional computer memory known in the art. 
The storage device 212 is able to include a hard drive, com 
pact disc read only memory (CDROM), compact disc rewrit 
able (CDRW), digital video disk (DVD), digital video disk 
rewritable (DVDRW), flash memory card, random access 
memory (RAM), read only memory (ROM), erasable pro 
grammable read only memory (EPROM), electrically eras 
able programmable read only memory (EEPROM) or any 
other storage device. The computing device 200 is able to 
include one or more network interfaces 202. An example of a 
network interface includes a network card connected to an 
Ethernet or other type of LAN. The I/O device(s) 208 are able 
to include one or more of the following: keyboard, mouse, 
monitor, display, printer, modem, touchscreen, button inter 
face and other devices. Application(s) 216 used by the appli 
cation broker are likely to be stored in the storage device 212 
and memory 204 and are processed by the processor 206. 
More or less components shown in FIG. 2 are able to be 
included in the computing device 200. In some embodiments, 
hardware 214 for application broker is included. Although the 
computing device 200 in FIG.2 includes applications 216 and 
hardware 214 for the application broker, the application bro 
ker is able to be implemented on a computing device in 
hardware, firmware, software or any combination thereof. 
Application Player 

In some embodiments, a client device Supports a plurality 
ofoperating systems, including a host operating system and at 
least one guest operating system. The host operating system 
can be the same as or different from each guest operating 
system. In the foregoing discussion, assume that the host 
operating system on the client device is a WINDOWS 7 
operating system and that a guest operating system on the 
client device is an ANDROID operating system. 

FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary application player 310 
within a host environment 305. In FIG. 3, the guest 
ANDROID operating system is launched in the application 
player 310 within the host WINDOWS 7 operating system 
environment 305. The application player 310 is associated 
with the guest ANDROID operating system. In some embodi 
ments, the application player 310 is an overlay in the host 
environment 305. An overlay can be a window, a browser, a 
player or the like. An exemplary application player is dis 
closed in co-pending application Ser. No. 13/479,086, filed 
May 23, 2012 and entitled “Apparatuses, Systems and Meth 
ods of Switching Operating Systems.” which is hereby incor 
porated by reference. In some embodiments, the application 
player 310 is configured to list any application residing in the 
client device that is related to the guest ANDROID operating 
system. 

In some embodiments, the client device is able to commu 
nicatively couple with another device (e.g., a Smartphone) 
running an operating system that is the same as the guest 
operating system on the client device. In this example, the 
Smart phone is running an ANDROID operating system. 
Once the client device and the Smartphone are communica 
tively coupled, the client device and the Smartphone can be 
synched and/or share features, as illustrated in FIG. 4. For 
example, Ninja Rush, an ANDROID operating system appli 
cation, on the Smartphone can be synched to the client device. 
After synching, Ninja Rush is displayed as an installed appli 
cation in, among other places, the application player. The user 
is able to launch Ninja Rush in the application player on the 
client device from either the host environment or guest envi 
rOnment. 

The application player on the client device can also utilize 
features of the smartphone. For example, if the client device 
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6 
does not have a location sensor, then the client device, when 
communicatively coupled with the Smart phone, can use a 
location sensor of the smartphone. Other features of the smart 
phone include, but are not limited to, an accelerometer, a 
camera and a microphone. 
Application Broker 
The application player can also be configured as an appli 

cation broker. The application broker typically interfaces 
with at least one application source. An application source is 
an online application distribution system. Amazon AppStore, 
Mac App Store, Handango, Freeware Lovers, Google Play 
and GetJar are such online application distribution systems. 
In Some embodiments, the application broker is configured to 
interface with one or more pre-selected application sources. 
However, at any time, the user is able to configure more or less 
application sources that the application broker interfaces 
with. The application broker is configured to search for appli 
cations from the one or more application sources. Typically, 
the application broker receives a search text as input by, for 
example, the user, and searches based on the search text, the 
one or more application sources. The application broker is 
configured to minimize and eliminate user intervention as 
much as possible during a search, a download and/or instal 
lation of an application from an application Source. The con 
nection between the application broker and the one or more 
application sources can be configured on an application by 
application basis or for all applications. 

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary application broker 500 in 
accordance with the present invention. The application broker 
500 includes a first area 505 which displays any installed 
guest ANDROID operating system specific applications, e.g., 
App1, App2 and App3, on the client device. The installed 
guest ANDROID operating system specific applications can 
include those that are pre-installed with the application 
player, those previously installed by the user and/or both. In 
Some embodiments, the installed guest operating system spe 
cific applications are listed in a particular order, Such as 
uSage. 
The application broker 500 also includes a second area 510 

which allows the user to search for an application from the 
one or more application sources. In FIG. 5, "Angry Birds 
Space' is input as a search text in a search field 510a. After 
receiving the search text, the application broker 500 typically 
intelligently searches, using the search text, the one or more 
application sources. In other words, the application broker 
500 knows to search only for applications that are guest 
ANDROID operating system specific applications. If no 
matching results are found, a message indicating Such is 
displayed below the search field 510a. Similarly, any results 
510b based on the search text are typically displayed below 
the search field 510a. Each result 510b is typically associated 
with a guest ANDROID operating system application and is 
based on the search text. 

In some embodiments, the search is transparent to the user. 
The application broker 500 will search in all configured appli 
cation sources. However, the results 510b are displayed with 
out telling the user the one or more applications sources that 
offer each result 510b. In some embodiments, a description of 
each result 510b is shown. Descriptions can include publisher 
information, metatdata or other relevant data regarding the 
results that help the user decide which application to down 
load and install. 
The application broker 500 also includes a third area 515 

which displays a set of one or more Suggested applications, 
e.g., SA1. SA2 and SA3. The Suggested applications can be 
determined based on the currently running application, exist 
ing installed applications, the search text, the search results, a 
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monetization scheme or a combination thereof. In some 
embodiments, the third area 515 is periodically refreshed 
with another set of one or more Suggested applications. In 
Some embodiments, the Suggested applications only include 
guest ANDROID operating specific applications. In some 
embodiments, the Suggested applications are listed in a par 
ticular order, such as popularity, cost of application, related 
ness, importance and listing prices. As shown in the bottom 
application broker 500 of FIG. 5, the third area 515 displays 
another set of Suggested applications, e.g., SA4, SA5, SA6, 
SA1 and SA3. In some embodiments, the third area 515 is 
associated with an up/down scroll bar and/or a left/right scroll 
bar. 

The application broker 500 also includes a back button 
520, a menu button 525, a home button 530 and a settings 
button 535. The backbutton 520 allows the user to go back to 
a previous page or view. The menu button 525 displays a 
menu. The home button 520 allows the user to go back to a 
home screen of the application broker 500. The settings but 
ton 535 allows the user to configure application player set 
tings, including connecting to another device, e.g., the Smart 
phone in FIG. 4, changing language, changing keyboard set 
tings, managing applications, changing application size and 
configuring application sources. 
Assume the user clicks on or otherwise activates the first 

result, Angry Birds Space, shown in the second area 510. In 
some embodiments, the application broker 500 will intelli 
gently select an application Source to download the applica 
tion from and will download the application therefrom. If 
Amazon AppStore and GetJarare both configured application 
sources that offer Angry Birds Space, the application broker 
500 will intelligently select one of them to download the 
application from based on one or more factors, e.g., cost of 
application. For example, the application broker 500 will 
automatically download and install the application from 
Amazon AppStore because Amazon AppStore’s current pro 
motion includes offering the application for free, whereas 
GetJar is offering the application for S1.99. Alternatively, the 
user is able to select which of the application sources, Ama 
zon Appstore or GetJar, to download the application from. For 
example, the user selects GetJar to download the application 
from because the user has a GetJar gift certificate that the user 
wants to use. Once Angry Birds Space is downloaded and 
installed in the guest environment, Angry Birds Space is 
shown as an installed application in the first area 505 of the 
application broker 500. Typically, a corresponding icon is 
shown in the first area 505. 

In some embodiments, the application broker 500 will 
invoke a payment workflow the very first time the user is 
required to purchase an application. User intervention is thus 
required. However, the payment workflow can thereafter be 
automated if the user saves payment information to be used in 
future purchases. 

FIG. 6 illustrates a method 600 of retrieving an application 
retrieved from an application source in accordance with the 
present invention. Assume the user launches on a client 
device an application broker configured to implement the 
method 600. In some embodiments, the application broker is 
as a program executable on the client device. Alternatively, 
the application broker is a service in a cloud accessible by the 
client device. The client device typically supports a first oper 
ating system (e.g., host WINDOWS 7 operating system) and 
a second operating system (e.g., guest ANDROID operating 
system). 
The method 600 begins at a step 605 where a search text is 

received in the application broker configured to interface with 
at least one application source. Typically, the search text is 
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8 
input by the user in search of an application specific to the 
guest ANDROID operating system. 
At a step 615, at least one application that is specific to the 

guest ANDROID operating system and based on the search 
text is displayed as part of the results. 
At a step 610, the application broker searches, using the 

search text, in the at least one application source. The appli 
cation broker can be configured with one or more preselected 
application sources. In addition, the user is able to configure 
the application broker to include more or less application 
Sources of his or her own choice. 
At a step 615, at least one application that is specific to the 

guest Android operating system and based on the search text 
is displayed as part of the results. 
When the user selects one of the results, at a step 620, the 

corresponding application downloads and installs in the guest 
operating system. In some embodiments, the installation 
require little or no user intervention. In some embodiments, a 
payment workflow is invoked during installation. Once 
downloaded and installed, the application will be indicated as 
Such in the application broker. 
When the user activates the installed application, at a step 

625, the application is executed within the application player 
associated with the guest ANDROID operating system. In 
Some embodiments, the application player is configured as 
the application broker. After the step 625, the method 600 
ends. 

FIG. 7 illustrates an exemplary application 740 executing 
within an application player 700 in accordance with the 
present invention. Assume the user activates the icon associ 
ated with Angry Birds Space from the application player. 
Angry Birds Space 740 launches from within the application 
player 700 and is executed therein. In some embodiments, 
once Angry Birds Space 740 is launched, suggested applica 
tions are shown in an area 715 of the application player 700. 
The area 715 is similarly configured as the third area 515 of 
the application broker 500. In some embodiments, the third 
area 715 is continuously refreshed during game play. A back 
button 720, a menu button 725, a home button 730 and a 
settings button 735 are also displayed during game play, and 
are similarly configured as the back button 520, the menu 
button 525, the home button 530 and the settings button 535, 
respectively, of the application broker 500. 

Although FIG. 7 is shown as running a single application 
within the application player 700, it is contemplated that a 
plurality of applications can concurrently run within the 
application player 700 at the same time. Alternatively, each 
application runs in an instance of the application player 700. 
Monetization 
The application broker can implement one or more mon 

etization schemes. For example, referring back to FIG. 5, the 
third area 515 of the application broker 500 is real estate that 
utilizes a monetization scheme. As discussed elsewhere, the 
third area 515 displays one or more Suggested applications 
that are typically guest ANDROID operating system specific 
applications. A developer of an application can pay an agreed 
to amount to have an application displayed in the third area 
515. The higher the display position is in the third area 515, 
the higher the real estate cost is. Other monetization schemes 
include, but are not limited to, pay per click, pay per impres 
Sion, flat rate and Subscription. 
The first area 505 of the application broker 500 is also real 

estate that utilizes a monetization scheme. As discussed else 
where, the first area 505 displays any installed guest 
ANDROID operating system specific applications, which can 
include those that come pre-installed with the application 
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player. Similarly, a developer of an application can pay an 
agreed-to amount to have the application come pre-installed 
with the application player. 

The application player can also implement one or more 
monetization schemes. For example, referring now to FIG. 7, 
the area 715 of the application player 700 is real estate that 
utilizes a monetization scheme. As discussed elsewhere, the 
area 715 displays one or more Suggested applications, such as 
cross promotional applications. When Angry Birds Space is 
running in the application player 700, a family of one or more 
applications involved in the cross promotion with Angry 
Birds Space is listed in the area 715. If the user clicks on one 
of these applications in the area 715 during game play, then a 
payout associated with the cross promotion is triggered. 

FIG. 8 illustrates a method 800 of utilizing a monetization 
scheme in accordance with the present invention. The method 
800 begins at a step 805, where an application broker is 
accessed on the client device supporting the host WINDOWS 
7 operating system and guest ANDROID operating system. 
As discussed elsewhere, the application broker can be a pro 
gram running on the client device. In some embodiments, an 
application player is configured as the application broker. 
Alternatively or in addition to, the application player is a 
service in a cloud that is accessible by the client device. 

In some embodiments, the application broker is able to 
perform the method 600 of FIG. 6. As such, the application 
broker is able to search, download and install an application 
that is specific to the guest ANDROID operating system on 
the client device. 

At a step 810, a set of one or more Suggested applications 
is displayed in the application broker. In some embodiments, 
the set is displayed in the third area of the application broker. 
The one or more suggested applications are displayed based 
on at least one monetization scheme. The monetization 
scheme can be based on cost of a real estate property in the 
application broker. Alternatively, the monetization scheme is 
based on cross promotional agreements. In some embodi 
ments, the set is periodically refreshed with other Suggested 
application(s). After the step 810, the method 800 ends. 

Embodiments of the present invention are directed toward 
an application broker, which is an interface to one or more 
application sources. The choice of application source can be 
transparent to an end user. Furthermore, the choice of appli 
cation source can be different for different applications. The 
application broker allows the end user to search for an appli 
cation that is a guest operating system specific application for 
downloading and installation, and to execute an application 
therefrom. In some embodiments, the application broker 
implements one or more monetization schemes. 

While the invention has been described with reference to 
numerous specific details, one of ordinary skill in the art will 
recognize that the invention can be embodied in other specific 
forms without departing from the spirit of the invention. Thus, 
one of ordinary skill in the art will understand that the inven 
tion is not to be limited by the foregoing illustrative details, 
but rather is to be defined by the appended claims. 
We claim: 
1. A non-transitory computer-readable medium storing 

instructions including a broker platform that, when executed 
by a computing device Supporting a first operating system, 
cause the computing device to perform a method comprising: 
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a. receiving a search text with the broker platform, wherein 

the broker platform is configured to operate on the first 
operating system and interfaces with a plurality of appli 
cation sources; 

b. Searching each of the application sources with the broker 
platform and returning a results list based on the search 
textanda second operating system different than the first 
operating system, wherein the results list comprises one 
or more entries representing one or more applications 
from the application sources that are both configured to 
operate on the second operating system and associated 
with the search text; 

c. displaying a refined results list with the broker platform, 
wherein the refined results list is determined by exclud 
ing duplicate entries from the results list that represent 
applications from two or more of the application sources 
Such that each of the one or more applications are rep 
resented only a single entry; 

d. downloading and installing one of the at least one appli 
cation; and 

e. executing the at least one application on the computing 
device in an application player associated with the Sec 
ond operating system, wherein the application player 
includes the broker platform. 

2. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 
1, wherein the method further comprises displaying one or 
more Suggested applications, wherein each of the Suggested 
applications is specific to the second operating system. 

3. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 
2, wherein the one or more suggested applications are dis 
played based on a ranking methodology. 

4. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 
3, wherein the ranking methodology is based on at least one of 
relatedness, importance, popularity, and listing price. 

5. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 
1, wherein the method further comprises minimizing or elimi 
nating user intervention during the downloading and install 
ing step. 

6. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 
1, wherein the method further comprises automatically 
selecting an application Source to download from. 

7. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 
6, wherein the automatic selection is based on at least one 
factor. 

8. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 
7, wherein the at least one factor includes cost. 

9. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 
1, wherein the method further comprises displaying in the 
application player the downloaded and installed application. 

10. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of 
claim 1, wherein the method further comprises invoking a 
payment workflow. 

11. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of 
claim 1, wherein information of the at least one application is 
displayed. 

12. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of 
claim 1, wherein one or more sources of the at least one 
application are not displayed. 
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