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6 Claims. (C. 34-380) 
This invention relates to musical instruments of the 

oboe, bassoon and clarinet types. 
The main objects of this invention are: 
First, to provide a musical instrument of this type 

comprising two or more body members formed of thermo 
plastic material with coupling means which is entirely 
concealed and at the same time capable of withstanding 
severe handling stresses. 

Second, to provide a musical instrument of this type 
which includes a plurality of keys provided with finger 
pieces disposed generally on the upper sides of the body 
member and having a thumbpiece molded integrally there 
with projecting downwardly therefrom and positioned for 
engagement by an operator with fingers in key manipulat 
ing position. 

Third, to provide an instrument of this type including 
a body member having a thumbpiece moulded integrally 
therewith and merging into the body member and po 
sitioned for engagement by the thumb of an operator 
with the fingers disposed in key manipulating position. 

Objects relating to details and economies of the in 
vention will appear from the description to follow. The 
invention is defined and pointed out in the claims. 
A preferred embodiment of the invention is illustrated 

in the accompanying drawing, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a musical instrument 

of the oboe type embodying my invention, only a portion 
of the mouthpiece being illustrated. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary side elevational view 
illustrating structural details of my invention. 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary longitudinal section of parts 

of my invention illustrated in FIG. 2. 
The embodiment of my invention illustrated comprises 

an inner body member 1 and an outer body member 2 
formed of thermoplastic material which is convention 
ally illustrated. These body members are provided with 
a plurality of ports 3 and a plurality of keys 4 provided 
with fingerpieces designated generally by the numeral 5. 
The details of these valves and their fingerpieces and 
the mounting of the fingerpieces are not illustrated as 
they form no part of my present invention except that 
they are positioned on the upper sides of the body mem 
ber. 
The outer body member 2 has an annular coupling 

socket 6 of uniform diameter of substantial width in its 
inner end. The inner body member has a coupling mem 
ber 7 of uniform diameter disposed in fitting telescoping 
engagement with the socket 6, see FIG. 3. The coupling 
member 7 has a peripheral groove 8 of substantial width 
in which the annular friction sleeve 9 is fittingly engaged, 
see FIG. 3. The outer body member has an external 
groove 10 in which the reinforcing sleeve 11 is disposed. 
This reinforcing sleeve 11 performs the double function 
of reinforcing the coupling unit and provides an orna 
mentation concealing the coupling unit. As stated, the 
body members are formed of thermoplastic material which 
is conventionally illustrated in FIG. 3. 
The outer body member has a thumbpiece 12 moulded 

integrally therewith and projecting downwardly therefrom 
adjacent but in outwardly spaced relation to the coupling 
means with the inner end of said body member as il 
lustrated in the drawing. This coupling member has a 
downwardly and transversely curved inner surface 3 and 
a substantially flat or planer outer surface 14. It will 
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be appreciated that it is engageable from either the front 
or rear side according to the hand manipulation of the 
operator, as shown by dotted lines 15, see FIG. I. 

I have illustrated and described my invention in an 
oboe type of musical instrument but it will be under 
stood that it may also be embodied in musical instru 
ments of the bassoon, clarinet and like types. However, 
an important feature is that the body members are formed 
of nonmetallic plastic material and have the thumbpiece 
integral therewith which is not only desirable from the 
use standpoint but from the production standpoint and 
also from the standpoint of appearance and manufactur 
ing cost. 

I have illustrated and described my invention in a 
highly practical embodiment thereof. I have not at 
tempted to illustrate or describe other adaptations or 
embodiments which I contemplate, as I believe this dis 
closure will enable those skilled in the art to embody or 
adapt my invention as may be desired. 

Having thus described the invention, what is claimed 
as new and desired to secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. A musical instrument of the class described com 
prising inner and outer tubular body members formed 
of thermoplastic material, each body member being pro 
vided with a plurality of key openings and with keys 
provided with fingerpieces disposed generally at the up 
per sides of the body members, the outer body member 
having an annular coupling unit socket of uniform di 
ameter and of substantial width in its inner end, the 
inner body member having a coupling member disposed 
in fitting telescoping engagement within said socket and 
having an external annular groove of substantial width 
and a friction sleeve fittingly engaged in said groove, the 
outer body member having an external groove at its in 
ner end and having an annular reinforcing sleeve fittingly 
disposed in said groove, said outer body member having 
a thumbpiece moulded integrally therewith and project 
ing downwardly therefrom adjacent but outwardly spaced 
from said coupling means at its inner end. 

2. A musical instrument of the class described com 
prising inner and outer tubular body members formed 
of thermoplastic material, each body member being pro 
vided with a plurality of key openings and with keys 
provided with fingerpieces disposed generally at the up 
per sides of the body members, the outer body member 
having an annular coupling unit socket of uniform di 
ameter and of substantial width in its inner end, the in 
ner body member having a coupling member disposed in 
fitting telescoping engagement within said socket, said 
outer body member having a thumbpiece moulded in 
tegrally therewith and projecting downwardly therefrom 
adjacent but outwardly spaced from said coupling means 
at its inner end. 

3. A musical instrument of the class described com 
prising inner and outer tubular body members formed 
of thermoplastic material, each body member being pro 
vided with a plurality of key openings and with keys 
provided with fingerpieces disposed generally at the up 
per sides of the body members, the outer body member 
having an annular coupling unit socket of uniform, di 
ameter and of substantial width in its inner end, the in 
ner body member having a coupling member disposed 
in fitting telescoping engagement within said socket and 
having an external annular groove of substantial width 
and a friction sleeve fittingly engaged in said groove, the 
outer body member having an external groove at its inner 
end and having an annular reinforcing sleeve fittingly 
disposed in said groove. 

4. A musical instrument of the class described com 
prising inner and outer tubular body members formed 
of thermoplastic material, each body member being pro 
vided with a plurality of key openings and with keys 
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provided with fingerpieces disposed generally at the up 
per sides of the body members, said body members hav 
ing unitary telescopingly engageable coupling members, 
said outer body member having a thumbpiece moulded 
integrally therewith and projecting downwardly therefrom 
adjacent but outwardly spaced from said coupling means 
for said body members. 

5. A musical instrument of the class described com 
prising inner and outer tubular body members formed 
of thermoplastic material, each body member being pro 
vided with a plurality of key openings and with keys pro 
vided with fingerpieces disposed generally at the upper 
sides of the body members, said body members having 
unitary telescopingly engageable coupling members, said 
outer body member having a thumbpiece moulded in 
tegrally therewith and projecting downwardly therefrom 
and positioned for engagement by the thumb of an op 
erator with fingers in key manipulating position. 

6. A musical instrument of the class described includ 
ing a tubular body member formed of thermoplastic ma 
terial and provided with a plurality of key openings and 
with keys provided with fingerpieces disposed generally 
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4. 
at the upper side of the body member, said body mem 
ber having a thumbpiece moulded integrally therewith 
and projecting downwardly therefrom and positioned for 
engagement by the thumb of an operator with fingers in 
key manipulating position. 
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