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To all thom, it may concern. : 
Be it known that I, CARL CHRISTIAN FE 

TERSON, a citizen of the United States, re 
siding at Chester, in the county of Delaware 
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented 
certain new and useful improvements in 
Garment-Clasps, of which the following is a 
specification. 
This invention relates to garment clasps 

of that general class shown and described 
in my copending application filed in the 
United States Patent Office on the 10th day 
of January, 1919, under Serial No. 270.531, 
and of which the present application is a 

15 division. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

clasp of simple and durable construction 
capable of being readily attached to a Sus 
pension element and which will effectually 
grip a stocking or other garment to be Sup 
ported without liability of tearing or other 
vise injuring the fabric. 
The invention further aims to provide a 

garment engaging clasp including a station 
y member having a circumferential seat 

ing groove and a pivoted member coacting 
therewith and adapted to clamp the adja 
ceit portion of a garnent within Sid groove 
when the free end of the pivoted member 
is swung downwardly to operative position. 
A further object is to provide means at 

the rear of the garment engaging clasp for 
preventing the latter fronn coming in direct 
contact with the leg of the Wearer when the 
clasp is used in connection with a hose Sup 
porter. 
A still further object is generally to im 

prove this class of devices So as to increase 
their utility, durability and efficiency. 

in the accompanying drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a clasp 

embodying the present invention showing 
the same attached to the Suspension element 
of a hose supporter; 

Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the clasp de 
tached; 

Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view taken 
on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a side elevation partly in section 
showing the pivoted ciamping bail about to 
engage the upper edge of a garment. 

orresponding and like parts are referred 
to in the following description and indicated 
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Specification of Letters Patent, Patentad. Oct. 12, 1920. 
2ivided and this application filed June 21, 

in all the views of the drawings by the same 
reference characters. 
The improved clasp forming the subject 

matter of the present invention is shown by 
Way of illustration in connection with a hose 
Supporter in which 5 designates the elastic 
Supporting band, 6 the suspension element 
or pad and 7 the interengaging fastening de 
vices for Securing the ends of the support 
ing band in assembled position. w 

Depending from the lower end of the sus 
pension element 6 is a plate 8 which consti 
tutes one element of the garment engaging 
ciasp, the other element of the clasp being 
in the form of a bail 9 the upper end of 
which is pivotally mounted in a suitable eye 
or loop 10 arranged on the outer face of the 
plate 8 as best shown in Fig. 4 of the draw 
ings. The upper end of the plate 8 is pro 
vided with an opening 10 through which ex 
tends the reduced end of the suspension ele 
ment or pad 6, the pad being Secured to the 
plate 8 by stitching or otherwise, as desired. 
Projecting laterally from the outer face of 
the plate 8 is an enlargement 11 having its 
peripheral edge formed with a concave seat 
ing groove 12 adapted to receive the material 
of which the garment is formed when the 
clamping member or bail 9 is swung down 
wardly to lowered position. The lower end 
of the enlargement or projection 11 is pref 
erably curved or rounded while the free end 
of the clamping bail 9 is correspondingly 
curved or rounded so as to conform to and 
fit within the seating groove 12. The plate 
8 at the lower or curved portion of the pro 
jection 11 is preferably cut-away at 13 in 
order to lighten the same and arranged di 
rectly above the cut-away portion is a trans 
verse reinforcing web 14 which connects the 
adjacent side walls of the projection 11 and 
serves to prevent spreading of the walls 
thereof. Arranged at the rear of the plate 8 
is a backing strip 15 so as to prevent the 
ciasp from coming in direct contact with 
the leg of the wearer when said clasp 
is used in connection with a hose sup 
porter. The plate 8 is formed with a 
plurality of laterally extending attaching 
eyes 16 and the backing 15 is preferably 
Secured to the plate by stitching the eyes 
16 thereto as best shown in Fig. 2 of the 
drawings. Projecting longitudinally from 
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the free end of the clamping bail 9 is a 
finger piece 17 by means of which the bail 
may be conveniently released from engage 
ment with a garment when it is desired to 
detach the clasp therefrom. 

It will thus be seen that by positioning 
the upper edge of a garment over the pro 
jection 11 and Swinging the free end of the 
clamping bail 9 downwardly, the material 
at the upper edge of the garment will be 
forced within the seating groove 12 and in 
which position it will be securely clamped 
by engagement with the bail 9, which as 
shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings also enters 
the seating groove 12. A clasp constructed 
in accordance with the present invention 
will effectually grip the upper edge of a hose 
or other garment so that the same may be 
conveniently supported from a suspension 
element, without liability of tearing, fray 
ing or otherwise injuring the fabric of which 
the garment is formed. 
While the clasp is shown and described 

in connection with a hose supporter it will, 
of course, be understood that said clasp may 
be used with equally good results for any 
other purpose for which it may be found 
desirable or applicable. It will further 
more be understood that the clasps may be 
made in different sizes and shapes and 
nickelled or otherwise coated or ornamented 
to give the same a neat attractive appear 
aCe . . . . . 

Having thus described the invention, what 
is-claimed as new is: 

1. A device of the class described inciud ing a suspension element, a plate depending 
from the suspension element and provided 
with a plurality of attaching eyes extend 
ing laterally from the marginal edge there 
of, said plate being formed on one side 
thereof with a hollow projection provided 
with a circumferential seating groove, a 
backing strip, stitching passing through the 
attaching eyes of the plate and engaging the 
backing strip, and a clamping bail pivotally 
mounted on the plate and having its free 
end formed with a continuous unbroken 
loop adapted when swung inwardly to force 
the material of a garment within said seat 
ing groove at the sides and end of the pro 

2. A device of the class described includ 
ing a suspension element, a plate depend 
ing from the suspension element and pro 
vided with a hollow lateral projection, the 
marginal wall of which is formed with a 
continuous concave seating groove, a rein 
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forcing web extending transversely of the 
projection at the upper end thereof and 
spaced inwardly from the outer edge of said 
projection, and a clamping bail pivotally 
mounted on the plate above the projection 
and movable into engagement with a gar 
ment for clamping the latter within the 
groove and against the outer edge of the 
projection at the sides and end of said pro 
jection. - 

3. A device of the class described includ 
ing a suspension element, a plate depending 
from the suspension element and provided 
at one end with an opening for the reception 
of the adjacent end of said suspension ele 
ment, the other end of the plate being pro 
vided with a hollow projection, the side 
and end walls of which are concayo 
convex in cross section to form an exterior 
seating groove, a transverse reinforcing Web 
connecting the convex walls of the projec 
tion and spaced inwardly from the outer 
edge of said projection, an eye formed on 
the plate above the projection, and a clamp 
ing bail pivotally mounted in the eye and 
having its lower end continuous and pro 
vided with a finger piece, said clamping bail 
when swung inwardly serving to force the 
material of a garment against the Outer 
edge of the projection and within the Seat 
ing groove thereof. - . . . . 

4. A garment engaging clasp including 
a plate having its lower end curved and its 
upper end provided with means for attach 
ment to a suspension element, a hollow pro 
jection extending laterally from one side of 
the plate and conforming to the curved 
iower end thereof, the marginal edge of Said 
projection being concavo-convex in Cross 
section to form a circumferential seating 
groove, a transverse reinforcing web con 
necting the convex walls of the projection 
and spaced upwardly from the curved end 
thereof and inwardly from the outer edge 
of said projection, said plate being provideds 
with a transverse eye fitting within the 
upper portion of the groove of Said projec 
tion, and a bail pivotally mounted in said 
eye and having its lower end portion pro 
vided with a finger piece, said bail coacting 
with the groove in the projection for clamp 
ing a garment against the outer edge of the 
projection and within the groove thereof 
when the bail is swung inwardly to oper 
ative position. - - 
In testimony whereof affix my signature. 

CARL C. PETERSON. L. s. 
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