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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, MORGAN E. LASHER, of
Champaign, in the county of Champaign and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Hame-Tngs; and
I do bereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form partof this specification,in which—

Figurelisaface view of myimproved hame-
tug and trace attachment. Fig.2is a sectional
view of Fig. 1, taken in the plane indicated by
the dotted line on this figure. Tig. 3 is a per-
spective view of one of the clips of Figs. 1, 2.
Fig. 4 is a perspective view, showing a modifi-
cation of one of the elips.

This invention relates to means for fasten-
ing traces to hame-tugs, whereby an adjust-
ment can be made for horses of different sizes;
and the nature of my invention cousists in 2
novel clip attachment when a leather tug and
trace are employed, as will be fully understood
from the following description, when taken in
counection with the annexed drawings,

The letter A designates a section of a trace,
on the end of which 1s applied a metallic plate,
B, the shank B’of which is riveted tothe trace,
as shown in the drawings, The plate B is
constructed with a hooked locking-log, a, on
one side, a transverse lip, b, on the opposite
side, and bifurcations ¢ c. Between the bifur-
cations ¢ ¢ is pivoted, at d, a lever, C, which is
constructed with-a carved locking-tongue, ¢,
and also with a curved handle-piece. This
Iever C is so pivoted between the parts ¢ ¢ that
one arm of it will bear against the hame-tug
D when the parts are secured together, there-
by preventing a casnal detachment thereof.
The tug D is made of leather, and it has a loop
or staple, I, secured to one end of it for at-
taching the tug toa hame. One prong of the
staple B is inserted into the end of the tug D,
and it is sach a length that it extends within

the clasping portion of a clip, &, as shown in

Fig. 2. This prong of the staple is secured to
the tug by means of rivets. By these means
the clip G serves to prevent the leather tng
from breaking at the point where the said
prong terminates.

G’ G’ designate clips, which fre made of
metal and constructed with clasping-bars f7,
which embrace the tug D. These clips are
also constructed with rectangular openings g
throngh their faces, adapted to receive the

hooked locking-lug «. The elips G, as well
as the clips G/, are compressed on the leather
tug-strap, and theseclips are so made that they
are applicable to new and old hame-tugs.

The modification which I show in Fig. 4
shows the cross-bar disconnected. The object
of this is to enable me to adapt my improved
clip to old harness-tugs. This kind of a elip
is riveted to the tug precisely like the clip
wherein the clasping-bars are connected. At
the rear end of the tug is applied, by means
of my improved elasps, the buckle I, through
which the belly-band, the trace,and otherstraps
about a harness are connected.

It will be seen from the above description
that I use a leather or flexible strap, and that
I apply to this strap perforated clips, which
may be arranged at any desired distance apart.

I am aware that prior to the invention here-
in claimed hame-tug straps have been con-
nected to traces by locking devices which ad-
mitted of adjustment lengthwise. I am also
aware that metal plates have been used,in com-
bination with trace - fasteners, wherein each
plate is of one piece of metal. None of this
do T claim.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what 1 claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination of a flexible tug, the in-
dependent clips riveted thereto, and the loop
H, having one tang extended within the em-
bracing portion of one of the clips, substan-
tially in the manuner and for the purposes de-
seribed,

2. In a flexible hame-tag, the combination
of independentelipshavingopenings gthrough
them, and clasping-barvs f, all constructed and
adapted to operate substantially in the man-
ner and for the purposes deseribed.

3. The combination, with a hawme-tug hav-
ing independent perforated clips, of a trace,
4, the plate B, the locking-lug a, the lip b,
bifureations ¢ ¢, lever C, the locking-tongue
on this lever, and a forward extension, all
constructed and adapted to operate substan-
tially in the manuer and for the purposes de-
seribed,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signatare in presence of two
witnesses,

MORGAN E. LASHER.

Witnesses:

J. R. GULICK,
GEo. I, BEARDSLEY.
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