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[57] ABSTRACT

A wrapper for rolls of coins, comprising an elongated
strip of transparent sheet plastic having foil affixed to
both edges thereof, said strip having transverse lines of
weakness at longitudinally spaced intervals so that in-
dividual wrappers can be torn off as needed. A longi-
tudinal line of weakness down the center allows the
wrapped roll of coins to be broken at that point.
Printed on the transparent center portion of the wrap-
per at longitudinally spaced intervals thereon are indi-
cia showing various coin denominations and corre-
sponding values of the roll for that denomination.
Near the end of the wrapper which is on the outside of
the roll are printed circles that overlie the denomina-
tion and value figures for the roll. The distance from
the centers of the circles to each denomination and
value figure is equal to the circumference of the coin
of that denomination. The foil end portions of the rol}
can be folded down and pressed flat to close the ends.
The transparent center portion of the wrapper allows
for visual inspection of coins to verify contents of the
roll.

1 Claim, 4 Drawing Figures
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TRANSPARENT COIN WRAPPER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION:

The present invention pertains to coin wrappers of
the type used to wrap rolls of coins, and is particularly
adapted for use with the device for measuring the coins
and wrapping them. in rolls which is shown and de-
scribed in my pending application, Ser. No. 152,270,
filed June 11, 1971. The said device forms the coins
into a roll, and wraps them in a flat paper wrapper, the
ends of which are subsequently folded down over the
ends of the coins and pressed flat.

One problem that has long troubled banks and finan-
cial institutions is the fraudulent practice by some lar-
cenous individuals, of wrapping slugs into rolls and
passing them off as coins. This has made it necessary
for some banks to establish the practice of breaking
the roll to verify the contents, and ‘then recounting the
coins, but this is a time-consuming practice which the
banks would like to eliminate, if possible. In spite of all
precautions, there is a substantial loss due to the inclu-
sion of slugs or other material in wrapped rolls of coins
which are not broken and inspected, and there has long
been a need for some means to verify, by visual inspec-
tion, that the contents of the roll are genuine coins of
the denomination they are represented to be.

Another objectionable feature of the paper wrapper
used heretofore is the fact that the roll of coins, if acci-
dentally dropped on the floor, will almost invariably
burst and scatter coins all over the floor.,

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION:

The primary object of the present in vention is to pro-
vide' a new and improved ‘wrapper for rolls of coins,
which has a transparent center portion that allows the
coins to be inspected visually without breaking the roll,
to verify the contents. .

Another important object of the invention is to pro-
vide a continuous strip of coin wrappers joined to-
gether by lines of weakness, so that the strip can be
rolled up for convenience of storage and dispensing,
and individual wrappers can'be torn off as needed.

Another object of the invention is to provide a wrap-
per that is tough enough to resist bursting if the roll of
coins is accidentally dropped on the floor from a height
equivalent to a counter top ‘or tabletop, while at the
same time capable of being readily broken open by
striking the edge of the roll against the sharp corner of
a tabletop or cash register.

Another object of the invention is to provide a wrap-
per having a transparent center section through which
the coins can be seen, said center section haveng lon-
gitudinaly spaced indicia printed thereon showing vari-
ous coin denominations and the value of a roll made up
of that particular denomination, together with two cir-
cles printed on the wrapper at one end thereof, which
circles overlie the respective coin denominations and
roll values, when the roll has been made up. The circled
values are immediately apparent, and no further desig-
nation is necessary. This is accomplished by spacing the
indicia from the centers of the circles by distances
equal to the circumference of the respective coins, so
that one wrap of the wrapper places the circles directly
over the coin denomination and roll value for that par-
ticular coin.

Still a further object of the invention is to provide a
transparent coin wrapper having metal foil ends which
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can be folded down and pressed flat against the ends of
the roll of coins, and which remain firmly flattened and
smoothly folded down.

These and other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will become apparent to those skilled in the art
from the following detailed description of the preferred
embodiment thereof, with reference to the accompany-
ing drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a roll of coin wrappers
embodying the invention, showing one wrapper par-
tially torn away from the others;

FIG. 2 is an elevational view of a single, detached
wrapper, as it appears when laid flat;

FIG. 3 is a side elevation of a roll of coins wrapped
in the wrapper of the present invention, showing the
foil at one end partially folded down over the end of the
coins; and

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the roll of coins in
FIG. 3, showing the partially folded down end.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT:

In the drawings, the invention is designated in its en-
tirety by the reference numeral 10, and comprises a
plurality of individual rectangular wrappers 12, joined
to one another by lines of weakness 14 to form an elon-
gated, continuous strip that can be rolled up into the
roll 16. The lines of weakness 14 may be formed by
perforations, or closely-spaced knife slits.

The center section 18 of the wrapper 12 is made of
transparent plastic sheet, such as polyethylene, of 2 or
3 mils thickness, and affixed to opposite edges of the
plastic sheet are narrow strips 20 and 22 of metal foil,
preferably aluminum foil, of about 2 mils thickness,

Extending lengthwise down the center of the trans-
parent section 18 is a line of closely-slaced knife slits,
or perforations 24, forming a line of weakness at the
center of the roll, which can be broken by striking the
roll against a sharp corner. On one side of the line 24
are a plurality of indicia 26 representing the denomina-
tions of coins, and on the other side of the line are cor-
responding roll value indicia 28 for coins of that re-
spective coin denomination. Near the end 30 of the
wrapper which is on the outside of the finished roll are
two circles 32 and 34 which are arranged in line with
indicia 26 and 28, respectively, and which overlie the
corresponding coin denomination and roll value when
the roll has been made up, as best shown in FIG. 3. This
is accomplished by spacing the indicia 26, 28 from the
circles 32, 34 by a distance corresponding to the cir-
cumference of the respective coins. Thus, the 10¢
denomination is spaced from the center of circle 32 by
the circumference of a dime; the l¢ denomination by
the circumference of a penny; the 5 ¢ denomination by
the circumference of a nickel; and so on: The roll val-
ues of $5.00 for dimes, 51¢ for pennies, $2.00 for
nickels, etc., are standard roll values, based on 50
dimes of pennies, 40 nickels or quarters, and 20 half
dollars or dollars. The different rolls are of slightly dif-
ferent lengths, and the distance from the inner edge of
foil strip 20 to the inner edge of foil strip 22 is the same
as the length of the shortest roll of coins,; which is the
roll of 50 dimes, so that all of the dimes in the roll will
be visible through the transparent plastic 18. The end
coins of a roll of pennies, nickles, quarters, half dollars,
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and dollars will be concealed beneath the foil strips 20
and 22. To avoid having these end coins completely
hidden under the foil, the inner edges of the foil strips
20, 22 may be serrated or notched, so that the end
coins can be seen.

Extending transversely across wrapper 12 near end
30 is an opaque strip 36, preferably white in color,
which can be written on with a ballpoint pen, to allow
a depositor to write his account number and name.

The mode of using the invention is clearly described
in my pending application Ser. No. 152,270, now U.S.
Pat. No. 3,710,544, to which reference may be had. An
individual wrapper 12 is torn off the strip 10, as in FIG.
1, and is placed in a wrapping device, under a roll of
coins. The wrapper is then wrapped around the roll of
coins, with the end 30 on the outside. The wrapped roll
of coins is lifted out of the rolling device, and the foil
ends 20 and 22 are folded down flat over the ends of
the coins. FIGS. 3 and 4 show foil 22 partially folded
down and pressed flat. The two upstanding ears of foil
22 are next folded down and smoothed flat against the
ends of the roll of coins, in the usual manner, after
which foil end 20 is folded down and smoothed flat.
Aluminum foil has one property that makes it particu-
larly suitable for the ends of the rolls, and that is its ten-
dency to fold down flat and remain flat, with no spring-
back or tendency to open out, which is a characteristic
of paper.

It will be noted that circle 34 lies directly over the

50¢ figure in column 28, and circle 32 lies directly over-

the 1¢ figure in column 26. This shows that the roll
consists of 50 pennies, with a total roll value of 50 ¢ .

To empty the roll into a cash register, all that is nec-
essary is to strike the center of the roll against a sharp
corner, which will cause the line of weakness 24 to split
open, allowing the coins to be poured out. Except when
struck over a sharp corner, as just described, the wrap-
per is extremely tough and burst-resistant, owing to the
toughness and elasticity of polyethylene film.

While I have shown and described in considerable
detail what [ believe to be the preferred form of my in-
vention, it will be understood that the invention is not
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necessarily limited to the exact forms shown and de-
scribed herein, but might take various other forms
within the scope of the claims.

I claim:

1. A transparent wrapper for a roll of coins, compris-
ing a generally rectangular sheet of transparent poly-
ethylene plastic having strips of aluminum foil affixed
to opposite side edges thereof, said strips of foil being
spaced apart so that their inner edges are substantially
the same distance apart as the length of said roll of
coins, and the width of said strips being such that they
extend beyond the ends of the roll sufficiently to pro-
vide portions that can be folded down and pressed flat
against the ends of the roll, the edges of said coins
being visible through the transparent sheet of plastic
for substantially the full length of the roll to provide a
visual check on the contents of said roll;

said wrapper comprising one of a plurality of individ-

ual wrappers joined together in single thickness
and end-to-end along lines of weakness to form a
continuous strip from which individual wrappers
can be torn as needed;

said wrapper having a line of weakness down the mid-

dle of said sheet of transparent polyethylene plas-
tic, whereby the roll can be broken at that point to
empty coins from said wrapper;

the transparent polyethylene sheet portion of the

wrapper having a plurality of coin denomination
and roll value indicia printed thereon, and having
a pair of surrounds printed on its end adjacent the
end of the wrapper that is on the outside of the roll,
said surrounds being spaced from each of said coin
denomination and roll value indicia by a distance
equal to the circumference of a coin of that denom-
ination, whereby one complete wrap of the wrap-
per causes said surrounds to enclose and frame the
correct coin denomination and corresponding roll
value indicia; and

said wrapper having an opaque, light-colored area at

the end thereof which is on the outside of the roll,

upon which identifying information can be written.
* ok ok k%



