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o all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Covvmsus 1. Hupprz,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Porterville, in the county of Tulare and
State of California, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Combined
Lunch Boxes and Portable Tables, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to a combined lunch
Lox and portable table, and has for its ob-
ject the provision of a device having knock-
down characteristics, whereby-the same may
be easily disassembled and readily converted
into a neat and compact unit for carrying
food and cooking utensils, and which may
be strapped to the running board or to any
other convenient part of an automobile, or
the device may be easily and quickly assem-
bled and set up in position as a table.

A further object of the invention is the
provision of a combined portable table and
Iunch box having leaves for the table and a
cover for the box cooperating to form a
closure for an open end of the box when
the device has been disassembled and con-
verted into a unit for storage, wlile co-
operating to-form a top for the table when
the device has been assembled as such.

A further object of the invention is:to
provide removable legs for the table and
supports for the leaves of such similar con-
struction that the legs and supports are
interchangeable,

This invention will be best understood
from a consideration of the following de-
tailed description in view of the accompany-
ing drawing forming part of this specifica-
tion ; nevertheless, it is to be understood that
the invention is not confined to the disclo-
sure, being susceptible of changes or modi-
fications, but such changes or modifications
shall mark no material departure from the
salient features of the invention as expressed
in the appended claims.

TFigure 1 is a view in perspective- of the
combined lunch box and table formed into
a neat unit and strapped to the -running
board of an automobile,

Tigure 2 is a view in perspective -of the
cover which forms part of the table-top,

‘Figure 3 is an end view disclosing a de-
tail of the fastening means for securing the
lunch box to the running board,

Figure 4 is a view in perspective of the

5 lunch box assembled to form a table with
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the cover shown in Figure 2, removed to
disclose the interior of the lunch box,
Figure 5 is-a view in perspective of one
of my improved detachable securing-means
for the leaves,
Figure 6 is a view in perspective of one
of the rods adapted to be interchangeably

~used as either a leg, or a support for the

leaves,

Figure 7 is a view in perspective of the
fastening means which is adapted to be
secured to some fixed part of the automobile,
such as the running board.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates
the running board of an automobile to
which are secured eye bolts 2. These eye
bolts are spaced from each other a dis-
tance to engage opposite ends: of the lunch
box 8 for preventing lateral or end move-
ment of the box in a manner which will be
presently described.

The lunch box comprises a rectangularly
shaped member having a centrally located
partition 4 with cleats 5 "secured to the
inner faces of the end members 6 and 7
of the lunch box.
top of the partition 4 are adapted to sup-
port a partition which  divides the lunch
box horizontally into:two portions.

Upon the outer walls of the end members
6 and 7 are secured spaced cleats 8 and 9
with the cleat 8 secured adjacent the upper
end of theend walls, and with the cleat 9, se-
cured to the lower end of said walls. The
upper faces of the cleats 8 are on a level
with, the upper edges 10 of the end walls
6 and 7. The leaves are supported in their
laterally “exiendéd position upon opposite
sides of the box or container 3 by means of
horizontal rods 13 which “are inserted
through alined notches or perforations in
the side walls of the container. These rods
are formed of gas pipe and are of a diam-
eter which will be sufficient to support the
leaves 11 and 12 without adding too great
a weight to the container.

In order to maintain the leaves 11 and
12 in position on the outwardly extended
portions of the rods 13, T have provided
angle iron hooks 14, which comprise a base
member 15 which is normally located in a
horizontal position with a right angularly
depending or vertical portion 16, having a
socket 17 and an opening 18 cut through
the metal of the depending member 16-to
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provide a passage to the socket 17 for the
rod 13. The horizontal portion of the hook
is secured by means of bolts or screws to
the leaves 12 and 18, with said portion
being counter-sunk within the material of
the leaves.

In order to apply the leaves 11 and 12,
the inner edge of the leaf is located in a
diagonal position over the opening in the
Iunch box until both hooks 15 are on the
same side of the rods 13 with the openings
to the sockets 17 adjacent the rods 18. When
the leaf is moved back to its longitudinal
position with respect to the box 3, and the
depending portions 16 of the hooks are en-
gaged with the inner wall of the side mem-
bers of the box, the leaves ave in the proper
position to provide a table.

The cleats 9 have diagonally disposed pas-
sages through which are inserted the legs
13* which are of similar construction to the
supports 13, and are interchangeable with
said supports. The upper end of the legs
are received in sockets shown in dotted
Iines in Figure 4 in the cleats 8. The in-
clination ¢f the passages in the cleats 9
and the angularly disposed sockets in the
cleats 8 provide for a spreading apart of
the lower ends of the legs to form a more
substantial support for the lunch box and
table.

A cover 19 which is of sufficient width to
embrace the open end of the lunch box 3
is positioned over this opening and between
the leaves 11 and 12 when the device has
been set up as a table and with the cover
providing a support for all the heated cook-
ing utensils, and since this cover is made
of metal, no injury would be done to the
same by the heated cooking utensils, as
would be the case where the cooking uten-
sils are positioned on the leaves 11 and 12.

The Iunch box hasg been described in its
position when set up as a table. In order
to disassemble the table and form it into
a neat and compact unit adapted to be
strapped to an automobile, the leaves 11
and 12 are moved inwardly toward each
other until their inner ends are in abutting
relation, whereby these leaves will form
a closure for the open end of the lunch box
after all cooking utensils and food have
been replaced within the compartments in
the lunch box. The rods 13 are then re-
moved as are the legs 18~ The rods and
legs may be located within the lunch box
and bélow the leaves 11 and 12.  The cover
19 which is of sufficient breadth to embrace
the leaves 11 and 12 when they are in a posi-
tion to form a closure for the open end of
the lunch box is adapted to be secured by
means of straps 20 and 20°. Strap 202
is short and has an end secured to an eye
2 secured to the running board of the auto-
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mobile, while the other end of the strap is
provided with a buckle 23. Strap 20 is
secured at one end to an eye 2 at the other
end of the box, with the free end inserted
through an opening 21 in cleat 8 and then
through perforations in both ears 22 on
opposite ends of the lid 19. The extreme
end of said strap is secured to buckle 23
whereby said strap extending the length
of the lid and in engagement with the same
holds the 1id in place.

As shown in Figures 8 and 4, a notch is
formed in the cleats 9 to receive a portion
of the eye 2 so that when the straps 20
have their ends secured together, and pass-
ing through the certain perforations in the
cleats 8 and the ears 22, the lunch box will
be maintained against lateral and endwise
movement by reason of the fact that a por-
tion of the eye engages the notches 24 in
the cleats 9 to prevent such movement.

The container or Iunch box 3 is adapted
to be made of sufficient size to contain sev-
eral days food with the necessary cooking
utensils for preparing the food and serving
the same. As shown in Figure 1, when the
lunch box is strapped to the running board
1 with the cover 19 in position, it may pro-
vide a means for placing the foot when en-
tering the rear seat of the automobile, since
the cover 19 being made of metal not only
affords a protection against the weather,
but likewise provides a protection against
injury to the leaves 11 and 12 of the lunch
box.

I claim: :

1. A combined lunch box and table, com-
prising an open ended container, a plu-
rality of removably mounted table leaves
supported laterally and horizontally from
a longitudinal side of the container, rods
mounted in the container with their oppo-
site ends projecting laterally from the sides
of the container for supporting the leaves
in horizontal position, cleats secured to the
opposite ends of the container and provided
with diagonally disposed passages, legs of
similar construction to the supports for. the
table leaves adapted to be inserted within
the diagonally disposed passages in the
cleats for supporting the lunch box in an
elevated position to form a table, said leaves
adapted to be moved from their laterally
extended position relative to the side of the
container over the opening in the container
to provide a closure for the same, a cover
adapted to be located over the opening and
between the inner side edges of the leaves
and cooperating with the leaves to form the
table top, said cover being adapted to em-
brace the leaves when said leaves are posi-
tioned as a closure for the container, and
means for securing the container in posi-
tion on a fixed part of an automobile.

2. A combined lunch box and table, com-
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prising an open ended container, a pair of
removably mounted table leaves adapted to
be supported laterally and horizontally
from a longitudinal side of the container,
gaid leaves adapted to form a closure for
the open end of the container when said
container is used as a lunch box, a cover
for the open end of the container and co-
operating with the leaves when laterally
supported to form a table top, means for
supporting the leaves in a laterally extended
position, and legs removably connected with
the container for supporting the container
and leaves in an elevated position, the cover
being adapted to embrace the leaves when
said leaves are positioned as a closure for
the container.

8. A combined lunch box and table, com-
prising an open ended container, table leaves
removably mounted on the container and
extending laterally therefrom, means for
supporting the leaves in lateral position,
and removable legs for supporting the con-
tainer and leaves in an elevated position,

5 said legs and supporting means for the

leaves being of such similar construction
as to be interchangeable.

4- A combined lunch box and table adapt-
ed to be secured to a fixed part of an auto-
mobile, comprising an open ended con-
tainer, cleats secured to opposite ends of the
container and provided with recesses, spaced

8

eyes mounted on a fixed part of an auto-
mobile and adapted to engage the recesses
to prevent slippage of the box, cleats spaced
from the first mentioned cleats secured to
the opposite end of the box, and provided
with slots, a cover for the open end of the
container provided with slotted ears, with
the slots in the ears alining with the slots
in the cleats, and straps secured at one end
to an eye, and passing through the alined
slots in the ears and the second mentioned
cleats, with the straps directed toward each
other and in engagement with the cover,
and means for securing the free ends of the
straps together, whereby the box will be
rigidly secured to a fixed part of the auto-
mobile. ' '

5. Tn a combined lunch box and table, an 5

open ended container having end walls and
side walls, leaves adapted to be supported
horizontally and laterally from the side
walls of the container, legs for supporting
the container in an elevated position, means
for supporting the leaves in a horizontal
position, comprising rods inserted through
notches or perforations in the side walls of
the container, angle iron hooks secured to
the inner side edges of the leaves having a
depending portion provided with a slot
adapted to receive the rods located trans-
versely of the container.
COLUMBUS I. HUDDLE.
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