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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHRISTIAN FOX, of Chris 

tiana, in the county of Lancaster and State of 
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and Im 
proved Sad-Iron, of which tha following is a 
full, clear, and exact description. 
The invention relates to that class of 

smoothing or sad irons in which the handle 
is made detachable; and the object of the in 
Vention is to so improve sad-irons of this char 
acter as to cause the handle to be firmly se 
cured to the body and by simple catch de 
vices that enable the handle to be attached 
and detached expeditiously. 
To these ends the invention consists in the 

novel details of construction and combination 
thereof, as hereinafter particularly described, 
and defined in the claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar letters of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in all the figures. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a sad-iron 
embodying my improvements, the handle be 
ing shown detached and partly in section, the 
position of the handle when secured in place 
being indicated in dotted lines. Fig. 2 is an 
inverted plan view of the handle, and Fig. 3 
is a viewin perspective of a portion of the sad 
iron on a somewhat larger scale. 
In constructing a sad-iron in accordance 

with my invention the body Athereof, which 
may be made hollow or solid, as desired, is 
provided on its upper surface with two posts 
A", one near each end, the said posts being 
formed with arrow-heads Ct. 
The handle consists of two standards or 

arms BB, Secured to a base-plate B' and pref. 
erably curving outward and upward, the ex 
treme upper ends lying in a vertical plane. 
Abar or handle proper B°unites the said arms 
or standards in the usual manner. At one 
end the base-plate B' is notched, as at b, for 
enabling it to be passed beneath one of the 
headed posts A of the body. 
The arm B, at the end opposite the notch 

b, is formed with a triangular recess b', pref 
erably so formed as to snugly receive the ar 
row-head of a post A', and in the bottom of 
said arm at each side is formed a longitudi 

nal slot or recess b, leaving a web or neckb 
dividing the two notches. 
To the upper side of the base-plate B' of 

the handle a spring-catch C is secured, which 
consists of two spring-arms c c, formed in One 
piece and held to the base-plate by the bent 
portion c' and lying on the base-plate in a 
horizontal plane. 
The arms cc normally tend to approach 

each other and lie in the recesses or slots b° 
sufficiently close together to grasp the arrow 
head (, of the post A’ when brought down 
against the same. 
In securing the handle in place on the body 

the notched end b of the base-plate of the for 
mer is slipped under one of the posts A, and 
the opposite end, provided with the spring 
arms, is then lowered, and as the spring-arms 
strike the inclines of the arrow-head they 
are separated until the said head passes be 
tween them, whereupon they will approach 
each other, springing in beneath the head and 
securely locking the handle in place. 
To provide for the ready release of the 

spring-catch for detaching the handle, I have 
provided a releasing-lever D, which is piv 
oted at the back of that arm B that is adja 
cent to the said catch. The lever D is slightly 
curved, approximating elbow form; and has a 
downwardly-extending cam-head d, Fig. 2, 
which extends between the spring-arms c C 
and works in a slot b', formed for it in the 
base-plate B'. 

In operation, upon the upper end d of the 
lever being pressed toward the arm B, the 
cam-head d forces the spring-arms c apart 
and out of engagement with the headed post 
A', allowing the handle to be readily removed. 
The handle may be reversed with respect 

to the ends of the body of the iron, as the 
notched end of the base-plate and the Spring 
catch will engage, respectively, either post A. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. In a sad-iron, a handle consisting of the 
base B", having a notch b in one end, the 
standards B, secured to the base, the stand 
ard at the end opposite the notch b being pro 
vided with the recess b', and the bar B', con 
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necting the standards, in combination with 
the body of the iron provided with posts hav 
ing arrow-heads and spring-arms secured to 
the base of the handle and adapted to engage 
One of the said posts, substantially as de 
Scribed. 

2. The combination, in a sad-iron, of a body 
provided with headed posts, a handle com 
prising a base-plate notched at one end and 
Vertical arms supporting the handle proper, 
Spring-arms secured to said base-plate, and a 
releasing-lever for said spring-arms, the lever 
being pivoted to one of the vertical arms of 
the handle, and having a cam-head extend 
ing between the spring-arms, substantially as 
described. 

3. The combination, with the body A, pro 
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vided with posts A, having arrow-heads (t, of 
the handle comprising a base-plate B, verti 
cal arms B, supporting the handle proper B', 
the base-plate being notched at one end, as 
at b, and the arm B at the opposite end being 
formed with a triangular recess b to corre 
spond with the head of a post A', a spring 
catch consisting of Spring-arms secured to the 
base-plate B of the handle and extending 
into line with the recess l', and a releasing 
lever ID for said spring-arms, having a cam 
head extending between the latter, substan 
tially as described. 

CHRISTIAN FOX. 
Witnesses: 

J. R.UTTER HESS, 
JOHN FOX, Jr. 

  


