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PARKING METER 
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ill, assignors to Miller Meters, Inc., a corporation of 
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Application February 16, 1955, Serial No. 488,600 
4 Claims, (CI. 232-15) 

This invention relates to a parking meter and more 
particularly to a mounting arrangement for a multiple 
array of parking meters. 

It is a general object of the present invention to pro 
duce a new and improved parking meter mounting. 

It is a more specific object of the invention to pro 
duce a mounting for an array of parking meters wherein 
a plurality of parking meters can be mounted in any one 
of a number of preselected positions so as to face one 
way or the other as may best fit the installation situation. 

it is a further object of the invention to produce a 
parking meter mounting wherein a single locked coin re 
ceptacle is provided for the reception of coins from a 
plurality of parking meters. 
An additional object of the invention is to produce 

a parking meter stand or mounting provided with means 
on its top to receive a pair of parking meters wherein 
the parking meters can be faced in any one of a number 
of directions as may be required and, furthermore, can 
readily be shifted from one position to another and to 
further provide such mounting with a single coin recep 
tacle operative to receive coins from both meters regard 
less of their manner of mounting thereon. 

Other and further objects of the invention will be 
readily apparent from the following description and 
drawings in which: , - 

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a parking 
meter array, embodying the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the array of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a view like Fig. 2 but showing the parking 

meters shifted in position; 
Fig. 4 is a horizontal sectional view along line 4-4 

of Fig. 1; . . 
: Fig. 5 is a vertical sectional 

Fig. 4; . . . . 
Fig.6 is a partial vertical sectional view along line 

6-6 of Fig. 8; 

view along line 5-5 of 

Fig. 7 is a view showing details of the coin slot of the 
coin receptacle; 

Fig. 8 is a vertical sectional view taken along line 8-8 
of Fig. 5; 

Fig. 9 is a view like Fig. 8 showing a modified form 
of construction; and 

Fig. 10 is a horizontal sectional view taken along line 
10-10 of Fig. 5. 
While this invention is susceptible of embodiments in 

many different forms, there is shown in the drawings 
and will herein be described in detail several embodi 
ments, with the understanding that the present disclo 
sure is to be considered as an exemplification of the 
principles of the invention and is not intended to limit 
the invention to the embodiments illustrated. The scope 
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2 
of the invention will be pointed out in the appended 
claims. 
While parking meters are normally found along the 

curbs. of streets and mounted singly on posts opposite 
each parking place, it is not uncommon to find parking 
meters mounted in pairs on a single post, one accommo 
dating the parking space on one side of the post, and 
the other the parking space on the opposite side of the 

Furthermore, parking meters may be mounted in 
pairs in a parking lot with the meters governing the 
parking in opposite parking stalls. 

For the most part, such multiple arrays of parking 
meters were in the past simply a duplication in all de 
tails of a single meter and in many instances the mount 
ing post was provided with two mounting arms similar 
in construction to the post and each of which carried a 
parking meter. In all such cases the parking meters were 
complete, each carrying its own coin receptacie and act 
ing wholly independently of the other meter. in addi 
tion such prior mountings were often infiexible in that 
the parking meters need be mounted in certain predeter 
mined facing relationships regarding each other and re 
garding the post which carried them. 

According to the present invention, however, there is 
provided an improved parking meter array which may 
utilize a single coin receptacle to receive the coins dis 
charged from all the meters constituting the array and 
one in which the meters may be shifted relative to each 
other and to the mounting so as to face in any one of a 
number of directions. The coin receptacle and mounting 
may be so arranged that regardless of the position in 
which a meter on the array is faced, coins discharged 
from that meter will be guided into the receptacle and 
thus may be removed in a single operation. . 
The embodiments of the invention chosen for the pur 

poses of exemplary disclosure are illustrated generally 
in the drawings, and referring now to the figures there is 
disclosed a parking meter array 20 including a casing 21 
having a hollow 22 forming a compartment therein. The 
casing 2i may be supported upon a post 23 in the usual 
manner and is adapted to carry a plurality of parking 
meters, in this case two meters 24. The casing is pro 
vided with an access door 25 hinged across its top at 26 
with the door opening into the compartment 22 and 
operated by a key placed within the lock 27 fixed to the 
door. The lock 27 operates a lug 28 (Fig. 8) engaging a 
shoulder 29 formed on the base of the casing 23. 
The casing 21 is open at its top and extending across the 

top of the casing thereby closing it is a substantially 
horizontally arranged plate 30 secured to the top of the 
casing by suitable screw devices. Inasmuch as the com 
partment 22 is adapted to contain a coin receptacle here 
inafter to be more fully described and such receptacle 
would be accessible merely by removing the piate 39, 
the plate is provided with a pair of lugs 3a extending 
downwardly from the plate and into the compartment, 
22. Screws 32 extend through suitable openings in the 
lugs 3 and are threadably received in holes provided in 
the casing 21. Inasmuch as the screws 32 are beneath 
the plate 30 and are accessible only from within the com 
partment 22, removal of the plate 3G and access to the 
coin receptacle is not possible by a person authorized 
only to service or repair the meters. 
The upper surface of the plate 30 is provided with two 

meter housing receiving portions in the form of square 
grooves 33 and 34. The meter housings 37 and 38 are 
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provided with square bases 35 and 36 matching in size 
the grooves 33 and 34 so as to seat thereon. Contained 
within each meter housing is a parking meter having the 
usual time and violation indicating means 39 and 40, 
coin slots 41, and operating or winding handles 42 and 43. 
Inasmuch, as previously noted, it is contemplated that the 
parking meters 24 may be arranged on the casing 21 in 
different positions and the coin receptacle for the meters 
is located within the casing, means must be provided for 
guiding coins discharged from the meter mechanisms 
into the coin receptacle. For this purpose the plate 30 
is provided with three coin guide chutes 44, each having 
sides 45 and 46 and a downwardly sloping bottom 47 end 
ing in two right angularly arranged slots 48 and 49. 
Only three such coin slots 44 are provided within the con 
fines of each parking meter receiving portion on the plate 
as but three positions for the meter housing. are conteni 
plated. If more or less positions are desired, the number 
of chutes. 44 can be modified accordingly. 
On the interior of each meter housing theire are pro 

vided four lugs 50 each provided with holes 5 through 
which screws may extend to engage threaded holes in 
both the plate 30 (for the screws near the center of the 
array) and the casing 21 (for the screws at the sides of 
the casing). Thus, as shown in Fig. 5, the screws 51 
are received in suitable threaded openings formed in the 
plate while the screws 51' are received in suitable 
threaded openings formed in the bosses 50' formed on the 
interior surface of the casing 21. 

Each parking meter mechanism has a coin discharge 
passage 52 through which coins deposited in the parking 
meters are dropped after they have performed their part 
in setting the indicating and timing means of the meter. 

Located within the compartment 22 is a sealed coin 
box 53. To aid in positioning the box within the com 
partment 22 there is provided a pair of upstanding paral 
lel ribs. 54 integrally formed in the bottom of the casing 
and extending parallel to each other from front to rear 
thereof. As shown in Fig. 5, the ribs 54 engage and 
guide the bottom portion of the coin receptacle 53. The 
coin box 53 is provided with a hinged bottom 56 which 
may be opened by a key in order to dump coins therefrom. 
As best shown in Fig. 6, the bottom 56 is provided with 
an outstruck ring portion 57 engaged by a hook 58 se 
cured to the barrel 59 of a lock 60 mounted in the front 
face of the coin receptacle. 
On the top of the coin receptacle 53 there are pro 

vided two coin entry slots 61 each provided with fingers 
62 (Fig. 8) to prevent coins from being 'jiggled' out of 
the receptacle. The slots 61 are positioned (in each case) 
in a rotatable member 63 provided, and shown in Fig. 7, 
with peripheral notches 64 along its outer edge engage 
able with a stop 65 so that the slot 61 can be located 
either in the solid line position or the dotted line position 
therein illustrated. 
The proper position for the slots 61 is determined by 

whether or not the coins discharged from the meter 
mechanism will run down the coin chutes into the slot 
48 or the slot 49 and, of course, the slot 61 is arranged 
to be in alignment with whichever slot is to deliver the coin 
to it. 
The embodiment of the invention just described in 

cludes the use of locked coin receptacle 53. This may 
be delivered to a central collecting agency in its locked 
condition (being replaced by an empty receptacle by the 
meter maintenance personnel) or may be unlocked on 
the spot and emptied into a suitable container. If it is 
desired to dispense with the "sealed box” type of coin 
receptacle, the receptacle of Fig. 9 may be used. In gen 
era. the embodiment of Fig. 9 is similar to the preferred 
embodiment previously described and similar parts are 
given similar reference numerals with the suffix "a" added 
withcut again describing the part. In the embodiment of 
Fig. 9, the grooves 47 and slots 48 and 49 in the plate 30 
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4. 
are replaced by a large opening 70 positioned above a 
coin receptacle 71 having a slanting side 72 beneath each 
opening 70 (there being one opening 70 for each meter 
receiving portion). The bottom 73 of the receiving re 
ceptacle slants toward the door 25a so that upon opening 
the door, the coins will be dumped into a suitable con 
tainer. 
From the foregoing descriptions it is clear that certain 

features of the invention are adaptable for use in conjunc 
tion with either the dump type of coin receptacle or the 
locked or sealed type. In the latter case, while a locked 
box has been illustrated, it will be clear to those skilled 
in the art that the lock may be replaced or supplemented 
by a seal and thus pilfering of the contents of the box 
by the employee charged with collecting the boxes can 
be discouraged. In any event, the mounting provided by 
the present invention permits its ready adaption to vary 
ing locations or requirements of installations and without 
the necessity of designing or supplying several different 
types of mountings each usable only in a particular loca 
tien or arrangement, 
We claim: . 
1. A parking meter array comprising a hollow casing 

provided with an upper horizontal exterior surface hav 
ing a plurality of square meter receiving portions, a 
plurality of meter housings each having a square base 
attachable to said receiving portion in any one of a plu 
rality of positions, a meter, mechanism in each of said 
meter housings, each of said mechanisms having a coin 
discharge passage, a coin receptacle in the hollow of said 
casing, and coin guide means extending between the coin 
discharge passage of each meter mechanism and said coin 
receptacle to guide coins discharged from the passages 
into said coin receptacle. 

2. A parking meter array comprising a hollow casing 
having an open top, a coin receptacle in the hollow of 
the casing, a substantially horizontally arranged plate 
secured across the top of said casing, a plurality of 
meter housing receiving portions formed on the upper 
surface of said plate, a plurality of angularly related 
coin guide chutes formed in said plate at the location of 
said coin receiving portions, a plurality of meter housings 
each having a base attachable to said receiving portions 
in any one of a plurality of angularly related positions, 
and a meter mechanism in each meter housing, with each 
of said mechanisms having a coin discharge passage alined 
with one of said guide chutes in each of said positions 
of attachment of the meter housing whereby coins dis 
charged from said passages will be guided into said coin 
receptacle by a guide chute, 

3. A parking meter array comprising a hollow casing 
having an open top, a coin receptacle in the hollow of 
the casing, a substantially horizontally arranged plate 
secured across the top of said casing, a plurality of rec 
tangular meter housing receiving portions formed on the 
upper surface of said plate, a plurality of coin guide 
chutes formed in said plate within the confines of each 
housing receiving portion and extending parallel to differ 
ent sides thereof, a plurality of meter housings each 
having a rectangular base attachable to said housing re 
ceiving portions in any one of a plurality of positions, and 
a meter mechanism in each meter housing, with each 
of said mechanisms having a coin discharge passage alined 
with one of said guide chutes in each of said positions of 
attachment of the meter housing whereby coins dis 
charged from said passages will be guided into said coin 
receptacle by a guide chute, 

4. A parking meter array comprising a casing having 
a compartment therein, a key-operated closure door on 
the casing opening into said compartment, a coin recep 
tacle in said compartment, a plate having a plurality of 
Square meter housing receiving portions formed on one 
Surface thereof, means for securing said plate to the top 
of the casing and covering said compartment, said securing 
means including means accessible only from within said 
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compartment, a plurality of coin guide chutes formed in meter housing whereby coins discharged from said pas 
said plate within the confines of each housing receiving sages will be guided into said coin receptacle by a guide 
portion and extending parallel to different sides thereof, a chute. 
plurality of meter housings each having a square base References Cited in the file of this patent 
attachable to said housing receiving portions in any one 5 p 
of a plurality of positions, and a meter mechanism in UNITED STATES PATENTS 
each meter housing, with each of said mechanisms having 1,159,954 Kiss ------------------ Nov. 9, 1915 
a coin discharge passage alined with one of said guide 1,897,601 Baur ------------------ Feb. 14, 1933 
chutes in each of said positions of attachment of the 2,256,398 Lucia ---------------- Sept. 16, 1941 


