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power. The second lens group G2 is moved in order to carry out
focusing. The third lens group G3 includes at least a positive lens
L7 and a cemented lens CL3. The cemented lens CL3 in the third
lens group G3 includes a positive lens L8 and a negative lens L9.
A first sub-lens group SUBI of the third lens group G3 is posi-

tioned closer to the object than a prescribed air gap, and a second
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sub-lens group SUB2 of the third lens group G3 is positioned
closer to an image than the prescribed air gap, the prescribed air
gap being the maximum air gap among the air gaps of the third
lens group G3. The objective optical system satisfies the follow-
ing conditional expressions (1) and (2): 1.21 <fp/£<2.42 (1)
035<tt/£<0.6(2)
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