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(57) Abstract: A method for manufacturing a magnetic recording medium wherein a magnetically separated magnetic recording
pattern which does not complicate a manufacturing process is formed, while the surface of a magnetic layer is not halogenated or
oxidized and the surface does not get contaminated with dust. The method for manufacturing a magnetic recording medium com-
prises, in this order, a process of forming a magnetic layer (2) on a nonmagnetic substrate (1), a process of forming a mask layer
(3) for forming a magnetic recording pattern on the magnetic layer (2), and a process of applying an ion beam (10) onto the sites
of the magnetic layer (2) which are not covered with the mask layer (3), removing the upper layer portion of the magnetic layer (2)
at the sites (7), and reforming the magnetic properties of a lower layer (8), wherein two or more types of positive ions different in
mass are used for the ion beam (10), and an ion gun for forming the ion beam has a positive electrode pressing out, toward a sub-
strate side, the positive ions from an ion source and a negative electrode accelerating the positive ions toward the substrate side.
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