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New York
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This invention relates in general to new and useful
improvements in carriers for articles such as cans and
the like, and more particularly relates to a carrier of
the wrap-around type, wherein articles are positioned
with the articles being disposed in two rows and the car-
rier is provided with suitable spacing means for main-
taining articles in adjacent rows in fixed positions within
the carrier.

At the present time, wrap-around paperboard carriers
are widely used for packaging articles, such as cans of
milk, beer cans and the like, into convenient packages
which may be readily transported. Normally, the arti-
cles are disposed in two rows within the carrier, and
are tightly engaged by the carrier.  However, when the
articles have projections, such as the conventional seam
between a can end and a can body, when the package is
handled, the projections have a tendemcy to ride onme
upon the other, with the result that the containers are
no longer tightly packaged within the carrier. Further-
more, this offset arrangement results in a lopsided pack-
age which cannot be properly stacked, as is desired in
many instances.

The present invention proposes to solve the problem
mentioned above by providing the carrier with simple
spacers, which may be struck from the carrier, the spacers
being intended to be positioned between the containers
of the two rows of containers and serve to both space
apart intermediate portions of the confainers, and to
provide a simple interlock with the projections on the
containers to prevent the shifting of containers relative
to each other.

Another object of the invention is to provide a novel
carrier for cans and the like, which carrier is of the wrap-
around paperboard type, the carrier including inner and
outer closure panels which have latching means in the
form of latching members on the outer clesure and latch-
ing member receiving openings in the inner closure, and
the inner closure having struck therefrom in the vicinity
of the openings therein spacers which are hingedly con-
nected to the inner closure along the longitudinal center
line of the carrier and project up into the carrier for
positioning between rows of articles disposed within the
carrier to separate the articles and maintain the relative
positions of the articles within the carrier.

A further object of the invention is to provide a novel
carrier for containers wherein the carrier is of the wrap-
around paperboard type, and the carrier has struck from
panels thereof opposing article engaging tabs, which tabs
are received within recessed bottoms of articles to form
interlocks with the articies and to prevent movement of
the articles out of the open ends of the carrier.

With the above, and cother objects in view that will
hereinafter appear, the nature of the invention will be
more clearly understood by reference to the following
detailed description, the appended claims, and the sev-
eral views illustrated in the accompanying drawings:

In the drawings:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a first form of
carrier in accordance with the invention, and shows the
cairier filled with cans.

FIGURE 2 is a horizontal sectional view taken gener-
ally along the line 2—2 of FIGURE 1, and shows the
specific relationship of the cans with respect to each
other and the carrier. .

10

o
(S8

40

60

65

70

2

FIGURE 3 is a bottom view of the carrier of FIGURE
1, and shows the general details of the bottom construc-
tion thereof.

FIGURE 4 is 2 plan view on a reduced scale of the
blank from which the carrier is formed.

FIGURE 3§ is a vertical sectional view, taken along the
line 5—5 of FIGURE 1, and shows the general cross-
section of the carrier and the relationship of the carrier
with respect to cans disposed therein, the cans being
shown in elevation with portions thereof being broken
away.

FIGURE 6 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective
view of the underside of the top panel of the carrier, and
shows the specific details of the spacers depending there-
from.

FIGURE 7 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective view
of the lower inner part of the carrier, and shows the
specific details of the latching means thereof and a lower
spacer.

FIGURE 8 is a perspective view of a modified form
of carrier, and shows the general details thereof, includ-
ing the relationship of cans disposed therein.

FIGURE 9 is an enlarged inverted perspective view of
the carrier of FIGURE 8, and shows the specific details
of the bottom construction thereof.

FIGURE 10 is an enlarged vertical sectional view
taken through the carrier of FIGURE 8, and shows the
relationship of the cans disposed therein with respect to
the carrier, the cans being shown in elevation with lower
portions thereof being broken away.

FIGURE 11 is a plan view of the blank from which
the carrier of FIGURE 8 is formed.

FIGURE 12 is an enlarged fragmentary bottom view
of the carrier, and shows further the specific details of
the latching means for closing the bottom of the carrier.

FIGURE 13 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective
view of the spacer which depends from the top wall of
the carrier.

A first form of the invention is illustrated in FIGURES
1 through 7, inclusive, and the carrier thereof is gener-
ally referred to by the numeral 15. ' The carrier 15, as is
best shown in FIGURE 2, is particularly designed to
hold six cans, the cans being disposed in two rows of
three cans each. The invention, however, is not so lim-
ited, in that the number of cans may be increased or de-
creased, the only requirement of the invention as far as
cans are concerned being that the cans be disposed in
two rows. It is also to be understood that the invention
will function with other articles, although it is particular-
ly adapted to cans.

Reference is now made to FIGURE 4 in particular,
wherein there is illustrated the blank from which the
carrier 15 is formed, the blank being generally referred
to by the numeral 16. The blank 36 is formed from an
elongated sheet of paperboard, and is divided to provide
a central top panel 17, a pair of side panels 18, an inner
closure panel 19, and an outer closure panel 28, The
top panel 17 is separated from the side panels 18 only
by transverse fold lines 21. Other transverse fold lines
2% separate the side panels 18 from the closure panels
19 and 20. The fold lines 21 and 22 are interrupted at
spaced intervals by generally C-shaped cuts 23 which
are centered on the positions of the cans C within the
carrier 15. It is to be noted that the C-shaped cuts 23
terminate aleng the fold line 22 and are formed in the
side panels 18, As a result, the C-shaped cuts 23 define
extensions 24 on the top panel 17 and the closure panels
19 and 2¢. In addition, the side panels 18 are provided
with slits 25 which are relatively short and are disposed
normal to the fold lines 22. The slits 25 terminate at
ons end in a respective one of the C-shaped cuts 23. The



purpose of the individual slit 25 is to permit a slight out-
ward expansion of its respective side panel when cans C
are disposed within the carrier 15.

The closure panels 19 and 20 are provided with latch-
ing means which includes a plurality of latching flaps 26
which project from the terminal edge of the closure panel
20 and are connected thereto along a fold line 27. Each
latching flap 26 has a catch 28 which is-cut from the
material of the closure panel 28 and which extends across
and interrupts the fold line 27.

Fach of the latching flaps 26 also includes a latching
tongue 29 which projects outwardly from its respective
latching flap remote from the closure pamel 28. The
tongues 29 are of lesser width than their respective latch-
ing flaps 26. The tongues 29 are connected to the flaps
26 along fold lines 30. Each of the tongues 29 is pro-
vided with a relatively short slit 31 which opens inwardly
from a side thereof adjacent to the respective fold line
38 and parallel to the fold line 36.

It is to be noted that the flaps 26 correspond in number
to the number of articles in a row within the carrier 15.
¥t is also to be noted that the flaps 26 are centered on
the centers of the articles within the carrier 15.

The closure panel 12 has a fold line 32 which extends
therealong, the fold line 32 being disposed along the
longitudinal center of the carrier 15. The fold line serves
to conmect a narrow portion 33 of the closure panel 19
to the remainder of the closure panel 19.. The narrow
portion 33 is provided with a plurality of openings 34
therein, there being one opening 34 for each of the catches
28. Fach of the openings 34 has a general configuration
corresponding to the configuration of an inverted hat.

A plurality of generally T-shaped spacers 35 are struck
from the main portion of the closure panel 19 and are
hingedly connecied thersto along the fold line 32. In
use, the spacers 35 are inverted and each spacer 35 in-
cludes a stem portion 36 and a crossbar portion 37. The
upper edge of the crossbar portion 37 lies along the fold
line 32 and a short cut line 28 extends along the fold
line 32 in the central portion of each crossbar poition
37 to facilitate the hinging of the spacers 35.

The main portion of the closure panel 19 is provided
with a pair of slits 41 for each of the spacers 35, the
slits 41 being aligned with the edge of the crossbar 37
remote from the fold line 32 and projecting away from
the spacer 35. When the spacer 35 is moved to an up-
standing operative portion, a generally T-shaped open-
ing 42 is defined, into which the tab 29 projects and from
which the slits 41 extend. The opening 42 is best illus-
trated in FIGURE 7.

The closure panels 19 and 29 also have struck there-
from locking tabs 43, Each locking tab 43 is generally
rectangular in outline, and is defined by a generally C-
shaped cut 44, The locking tab 43 is hingedly connected
to its respective one of the closure panels 19, 20 along a
fold line 45. The innermost end of each of the locking
tabs 44 is arcuate, as at 46, the curvature of the arcuate
end 46 being the same as that of the inner surface of a
projection P on each end of one of the cans C. In the
case of a can, the projection P is defined by the seam
between a can end and the can body, although this projec-
tion may be otherwise formed in articles other than cans.
When the locking tabs 43 are struck from the closure
panels 19, 28, they are received within the recessed bot-
toms of the cans C and lock the cans C against sliding
movement out of the open ends of the carrier 15.

A pair of ears 47 are disposed along the longitudi-
nal center line of the top panel 17 -and are generally at
the third points thereof. The ears 47 are cut from the
top panel 17 for the most part along generally C-shaped
cut lines 48 having a constant radius of curvature. Each
of the ears 47 is also hingedly connected to the top panel
17 along fold lines 49 which extend transversely of the
top panel 17." When it is desired to carry the package
defined by the carrier 15 and the cans C disposed therein,

10

15

20

30

35

40

60

70

5

4

one’s thumb and forefinger are pressed against the ears
47, with the result that the ears 47 move down into the
interior of the carrier 15 in the space defined by four
cans C disposed in abutting relation. - By suitably press-
ing one’s fingers through the openings, the carrier 15 may
be readily grasped for moving the package.

A plurality of pairs of spacers 50 are struck from the
top panel 17. The spacers 59 are arranged in pairs with
the spacers 56 of a pair being spaced on opposite sides
of the longitudinal center line of the top panel 17. Each
spacer 58 is defined by a generally U-shaped cut 51 which
terminates along a respective transverse fold line 32
which extends longitudinally of the top panel 17 closely
adjacent to and parallel to the longitudinal center line.

In the use of a carrier 15; six cans C are arranged, as
is illustrated in FIGURE 2. The top panel 17 is lowered
onto the six cans C with the spacers 59 being disposed ia
downwardly converging relation so as to pass between
adjacent cans C in the two rows. The side panels 18 are
then folded down alongside the cans C, after which the
closure panel 39 is first swung beneath the cans C and
then the closure panel 29 is swung into place, after which
the catches 28 and the tongues 29 are passed through their
respective ones of the openings 34 and the slits 41. When
the closure panel 19 is swung.in place, the spacers 35
project up between adjacent cans C of the two rows, as
is shown in FIGURE 2. Also, the locking tabs 43 are
projected up into the bottoms of the endmost ones of
the cans C, as shown in dotted lines in FIGURE 2 so0 as
to lock the cans C against outward movement through
the open ends of the carrier £5.

It is to be noted that the tongues 29 project up through
the openings 42 and through the slits 41 and partially
overlie the inner surface of the inner closure panel 19.
Also, it is to be noted that the catches 28 extend through
the openings 34 and portions thereof overlie the upper
or inner surface of the. inmer closure panel 19.. The
catches 28 and the tongues 29 are positioned for engage-
ment by the undersides of the cans C. In this manner, the
cans C prevent the accidental disengagement of the catches
28 and the tongues 29.

The width of the top panel 17 is generally equal to
twice the diameter of one of the cans C including its
projection P. As a result, the upper portions of the side
panels 18 snugly engage the upper projections P of the
cans C to force the projections P towards each other with
the spacers 59 being clamped between the projections P,
as is best shown in FIGURE 5 to prevent a projection P
of one caa from riding up over the projection P of an
adjacent can in the next row. - The outer portions of the
projections P project outwardly through the - openings
defined by the slits 23 and 25 and are thus interlocked
with the side panels 18.

Also, when the package is formed by wrapping the car-
rier 15 about the cans C, the lower portions of the cans C
are squeezed together so that the lower projections P
thereof clampingly engage opposite sides of the spacers
35. The outer portions of the lower projections P project
into the openings defined by the slits 23 and 25 and are
also interlocked with the side panels 18. At the same
time, the cans which overlie the tabs 38 hold the tabs 38
down, which tabs engage the tongues 29 and hold them
down, as is desirable to provide the necessary latch be-
tween the closure panel 19 and the closure panel 28.

From the foregoing, it will be readily apparent that the
carrier 15 is so proportioned and configurated to form a
very tight package when it is wrapped around the cans. C.
Furthermore, the cans C are so positioned within the
carrier .15 that they cannot move out of alignment with
respect to each other, and thus there is no shifting of the
cans C which would result in a loose can package, as has
been the case in many- instances herebefore.

* Reference is now made to FIGURES 8 through 13,
inclusive, wherein a_second form of carrier, generally
referred to by the numeral 68 is illustrated. The carrier
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68 is preferably formed of paperboard and is of the wrap-
around type. The carrier 68, in the form illustrated, is
intended to hold six cans and to form a package there-
with. The holder, however, may be made shorter or
longer so as tc accommodate more or less cans. Also,
although the carrier 69 is particularly designed for receiv-
ing cans, it may receive other types of containers which
may be packaged in the same manner as cans.

The carrier 69 is formed from a blank which is best
illustrated in FIGURE 11, the blank being generally re-
ferred to by the numeral 6i. The blank 61 includes a
top panel 62, a pair of side panels 63, an inner closure
panel 64, and an outer closure panel 65. The side panels
63 are separated from the top panel 62 by transversely
extending fold lines 66. The side panels 63 are separated
frem the closure panels 64, 65 by transversely extending
fold lines 67. The fold lines 66 and 67 are interrupted
by generally C-shaped cuts ¢é8 which are formed in the
side panels 63 and define tabs 68 which remain integrally
coniected to the top panel 62 and the closure panels 64,
&5 and project outwardly of the side walls 63 when the
carrier 66 is formed, as is best illustrated in FIGURES
8 and 9. The tabs 69 are centered on the cans C dis-
posed within the carrier 68. A slit 78 is formed in each
of the side panels 63 in alignment with and intersecting
the center of each of the C-shaped cuts 68. This permits
the opening of the side panels 63 to smugly receive the
cans C.

The closure panel 65 is provided with a plurality of
latching flaps 71 which project from the free edge thereof
and are hingedly connected to the closure panel 65 along
fold lines 72. The number of laiching flaps 71 corre-
sponds to the number of cans C disposed in each row of
cans. Each of the fold lines 72 is interrupted by a gen-
erally C-shaped cut which is formed in the closure panel
65 and defines a catch 73 integrally connected to the
latching flap 71.

A latching tongue 74 projects from each of the latch-
ing flaps 71 remote from the closure panel 65. Each
latching tongue 74 is hingedly connected to ifs associated
latching flap 71 along a fold line 75, the fold line 75
being disposed in alignment. Each of the latching tongues
74 is also provided with a pair of slits 76 which project
inwardly from opposite sides thereof in alignment with
each other, the slits 76 being disposed adjacent to and
parallel to their respective fold lines 75.

The closure panel 64 is provided with a fold line 77
which is disposed along the longitudinal center line of
the carrier 69. This fold line 77 defines an extension 78
of the closure panel 64.

The extension portion 78 is provided with a plurality
of openings 88 for receiving the catches 73. The open-
ings 89 are aligned with the catches 73 and have a con-
figuration generally that of an inverted hat to facilitate
the positioning of the catches therewithin.

A plurality of spacers 81 are struck from the main
portion of the closure panel 64, and are hingedly com-
nected to the closure panel 64 along the fold line 77.
Each of the spacers 81 js of a generally T-shaped out-
line, and includes a stem portion 82 and a crossbar por-
tion 83. The crossbar pertion 83 has the upper edge
thereof extending along the fold line 77 with the fold line
being interrupted by a short cut line 84 in the center of
each crossbar portion 83 to facilitate the hinging of the
spacers 81.

The main portion of the closure panel 64 is provided
with pairs of sliis 87 which are disposed on opposite sides
of the spacers §1. It is to be noted that the slits 87 are
in alignment with the lower edge of each crossbar por-
tion 83 and are in the form of continuations of the line
thereof. The slits 87 are provided for receiving the
latching tongues 74, as is best illustrated in FIGURE 7.
The slits 76 and the latching tongue 74 cooperate with
the slits 87 to form a positive interlock between the
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latching tongues 74 and the closure panel 64 to prevent
the accidental withdrawal of the latching tongues 74.

The top panel 64 has a pair of generally C-shaped cut
lines 88 disposed generally at the third points thereof,
the cut lines 88 being of a constant radius. The cut lines
88 terminate along fold lines 89 which extend trans-
versely of the top panel 62 and are disposed adjacent to
each other. The cut lines 88 and the fold lines 89 define
tabs $& which are hingedly connected to the top panel 62
along the fold lines 89, Each of the tabs 96 overlies a
space defined by four intersecting cans C within the car-
rier 60. The tabs 99 are pushed into these spaces when
it is desired to utilize the carrier 69 and function as
finger holds for cne’s thumb and forefinger, for example.

Other spacers 91 are struck from the top panel 63
in alignment with the cans C within the carrier 6§. The
spacers 91 are generally trapezoidal in outline and are
connected to the top panel 62 along fold lines 92. When
each spacer 81 is struck from the top panel 62, a rela-
tively large opening 95 is formed in the top panel 62.

In the use of the cariier 80, six cans C are arranged
in two rows of three cans each, with the cans being dis-
posed in abutting relation. The cans C normally have
projections P at the upper and lower ends thereof, the
projections P being defined by the seam between the can
ends and the can body. The blank 61 is then placed over
the tops of the cans C with the top panel 62 overlying
the upper ends of the cans C. The blank 61 is then
folded so that the side panels 63 extend down alongside
the cans C, after which the inner closure panel 64 is first
folded beneath the cans and then the closure panel 65
is folded beneath the cans. When the closure panel 64
is folded beneath the cans C, the spacers 81 thereof are
projected between adjacent cans in the two rows of cans.
When the closure panel 65 is folded into position, the
catches 73 are first passed through the openings 89, and
then the latching tongues 74 are passed through the open-
ings generally defined by the removal of the spacers 81
and through the slits 87. The formation of the package
which includes the carrier 62 and six cans C is now
completed.

In the completed package, the two rows of cans are
generally separated from each other by the spacers 81
and 91, the spacers 81 projecting up between the lower
portions of the cans C and the spacers 91 projecting down
between the upper portions of the cans C. The projec-
tions P at the lower ends of the cans C are disposed in
clamping engagement with opposite sides of the spacers
81 and form slight interlocks with the spacers 81. At the
same time, the diametrically opposite portions of the
upper projections P clamp against the opposite surfaces
of the spacers 91 and form slight interlocks with the
spacers $1. In addition to the foregoing slight inter-
locks, the upper and lower projections P extend through
the openings defined by the formation of the tabs 69 and
project outwardly of the side panels 63, with the out-
wardly exposed portions of the upper projections P under-
lying the upper tabs 69 and the lower projections P rest-
ing upon the lower tabs 69. Due to these interlocks, the
cans C cannot accidentally move out through the open
ends of the carrier 69, nor can they shift vertically with
respect fo each other so that the projections P thereof
will overlap and thus result in the forming of a loose
package. It will be readily apparent that the package
formed by the carrier 60 and the cans C remains tight at
all times.

It is to be noted that the cans C, being aligned with the
latching flaps 71, overlie the catches 73 and the latching
tongues 74. In this manner, accidental disengagement
of the latching means for the closure panels 64 and 65
is prevented.

From the foregoing, it will be seen that novel and
advantageous provision has been made for carrying out
the desired end. However, attention is again directed
to the fact that variations may be made in the example
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carriers disclosed herein without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention, as defined in the appended
claims.

T ¢laim: :

1. A wrap-around paperboard carrier for holding tw
rows of articles such as cans and the like, said carrier
having overlapping closure panels including an inner
closure panel and an outer closure panel, said inner
closure panel having a width in excess of one half of the
width of said carrier, spacers struck from said inmer
closure panel and being hingedly connected thersto along
"a longitudinal center line of said carrier for projection
between articles in adjacent rows, said outer closure panel
having a plurality of latching tongues projecting there-
from, and said inner closure panel having a plurality of
slits receiving said latching tongues, said slits being aligned
with and extending across areas of said inner closure
panel from which said spacers are struck.

2. A wrap-around paperboard carrier for holding two
rows of articles such as cans and. the like, said carrier
having overlapping closure panels including. amn inner
closure panel and an outer closure panel, said inner
“closure panel having a width in excess of one half of the
width of said carrier, spacers struck from said innmer
closure panel and being hingedly connected thereto along
a longitudinal center line of said carrier for projection
between articles in adjacent rows, said outer closure panel
having a plurality of pairs of latching members projecting
therefrom with each pair of latching members being
atigned with one of said spacers and latching members of
each pair being disposed on opposite sides of said longi-
tudinal center line, and said inner closure panel having
pairs of openings aligned with and digposed on opposite
sides of said spacers, said openings receiving said latch-
ing members.

3. A wrap-around paperboard carrier for holding two
rows of articles such as cans and the like, said carrier
having overlapping closure panels including an inmer
closure panel and an outer closure panel, said inner closure
panel having a width in excess of one half of the width
of said carrier, spacers struck from said inper closure
panel and being hingedly connected thereto along a longi-
tudinal ‘center line of said carrier for projection between
articles in adjacent rows, said outer closure panel hav-
ing a plurality of latching tongues projecting therefrom,
said inner closure panel having a plurality of slits receiv-
‘ing said latching tongues, said slits being aligned with and
extending across areas of said inner closure panel from
which said spacers are struck, each of said spacers being
generally T-shaped and including a stem and a crossbar,
said crossbar having an upper edge extending along said
longitudinal center line and a lower edge initially aligned
with a respective one of said slits.

4. The carrier of claim 2 wherein each pair of said
latching members includes a catch and a tongue projecting
in opposite -directions and being disposed inwardly of
said inner closure panel for engagement with articles dis-
posed within said carrier.

5. A wrap-around paperboard carrier for holding two
rows of articles such as cams and the like, said. carrier
having overlapping closure panels including an inner
closure panel and an outer closure panel, said inner
closure panel having a width in excess of one half of
the width of said carrier, spacers struck from said inner
closure panel and being hingedly connected thereto along
a longitudinal center line of said carrier for projection be-
tween articles in adjacent rows, said outer closure panel
having .a plurality of pairs of latching members project-
ing therefrom with each pair of latching members of
each pair being disposed on opposite sides of said longi-
tudinal center line, and said inner closure panel having
pairs. of openings aligned-with and disposed on -opposite
sides of said spacers, said openings receiving said latch-
ing members, each pair of said latching members includ-
ing a catch and a tongue projecting in opposite directions,
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said inner closure panel opesnings receiving said tongues
being in the form of slits, each of said spacers being gen-
erally T-shaped and including a stem and a crossbar, said
crossbar having an upper edge extending along said longi-
tudinal center line and a lower edge initially aligned with
a respective one of said slits.

6. A blank for -a container carrier of the wrap-around
type, said blank being in the form of a generally rectangu-
lar sheet having transverse fold lines dividing the same
into a centrally located top panel defining portion, a pair
of intermediate side panel defining portions, and ter-
minal inner and outer closure panel defining portions, a
plurality of latching tongues prcjecting from . a terminal
edge of said outer closure panel defining portion, said
latching tongues being generally aligned with respect to
the intended positions. of containers within the carrier,
spacers struck from said inner closure panel defining por-
tion in alignment with said latching tabs for projecticn
between articles when disposed within the carrier in rows,
said inner closure panel defining portion having slits for
receiving said latching:tongues, said slits being .aligned
with and extending across areas of said inner closure
panel defining portion from which said spacers are struck,
and other spacers struck from said top panel defining por-
tion in alignment with the first mentioned spacers for pro-
jection in opposed relation to said first mentioned spacers
and between articles when disposed within the carrier.

7. A blank for a container carrier of the wrap-around
type, said blank being in the form of a generally rec-
tangular sheet having transverse fold lines dividing. the
same into a centrally located top panel defining portion,
a pair of intermediate side panel defining portions, and
terminal inner and outer closure panel defining portions,
a plurality of latching tongues projecting from a terminal
edge of said outer closure panel defining portion, said
latching tongues being .generally aligned with respect to
the intended positions of containers within the carrier,
spacers therefrom, said slits being aligned and arranged in
tion in alignment with said latching tabs for projection
between articles when disposed within the carrier in rows,
and said inner closure panel defining portion having slits
for receiving said latching tongues, said slits being aligned
with and extending across areas of said inner closure panel
defining portion from which said spacers are struck.

8. A wrap-arcund paperboard carrier for holding: two
rows: of articles such as cans and the like, said carrier
having overlapping closure panels including -an- inner
closure panel and an outer closure panel, said inner closure
panel having a width in excess of one half of the width
of said carrier, spacers struck from said inner closure
panel and being hingedly connected thereto along a longi-
tudinal center line of said carrier for projection between
articles in adjacent rows, said outer closure panel having
a plurality of latching tongues projecting therefrom, and
said inner closure panel having a plurality of slits receiv-
ing said latching tongues, said inner closure panel having
openings therein resulting from the movement of said
spacers therefrom, said slits being aligned and arranged in
pairs extending from opposite sides of said openings, and
said latching tongues extending through said openings
and through said slits. :

9, The carrier of claim 2 wherein one opening of each
pair of openings is as a result of the movement of the
associated spacer from the plane of said inner closure
panel.

10. A wrap-around paperboard carrier holding two
rows of articles such as cans and the like, said carfier
having overlapping closure panels including an inner
closure panel, an outer closure panel, and a top panel
opposed to and spaced from' said overlapping closure
panels, said top panel including a plurality of pairs of
struck spacers the spacers of each pair of spacers being

disposed at opposite sides of a longitudinal center line

of said carrier, a spacer of-each pair of spacers extendin_g
in parallel relationship to the other spacer of each pair
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toward sajd overlapping closure panels, said pairs of
spacers being substantially parallel to a plane through
said longitudinal center line whereby said pair of spacers
project between articles disposed in said carrier at op-
posite sides of said longitudinal centerline to engage up-
per surfaces of radial projections of articles in the carrier.

11, The carrier of claim 18 wherein portions of said
plurality of pairs of spacers adjacent said top panel are
deformable toward said centerline thereby providing in-
_ terlocking engagement with radial projections on upper
ends of articles in the carrier.

12. A wrap-around paperboard carrier holding two
rows of articles such as cans and the like, said carrier
having overlapping closure panels including an inner
closure panel, an outer closure panel, and a top panel
opposed to and spaced from said overlapping closure
panels, said top panel including a plurality of pairs of
struck spacers disposed at opposite sides of a longitudinal
center line of said carrier, a spacer of each pair of spacers
extending in parallel relationship to the other spacer of
each pair toward said overlapping clocsure panels, a spacer
of each pair of spacers including a portion adjacent the
top panel directed toward said longitudinal centerline, and
a second portion coplanar to a plane through said longi-
tudinal centerline whereby said pairs of spacers project
between articles disposed in said carrier at opposite sides
of said longitudinal centerline and provide interlocking
engagement between upper surfaces of radial projections
of articles in the carrier and the portions of each spacer
adjacent the top panel of the carrier.
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13. A wrap-around paperboard carrier for holding
two rows of articles such as cans and the like, said
carrier having overlapping closure panels including an
inner closure panel and an outer closure panel, said car-
rier including a top panel disposed above said overlapping
closure ‘panels, said inner closure panel having a width
in excess of one half of the width of said carrier, spacers
struck from said inner closure panel and being hingedly
connected thereto along a longitudinal center line of said
carrier for projection between articles in adjacent rows,
said outer closure panel having a plurality of latching
tongues projecting therefrom, and said inner closure panel
having a plurality of slits receiving said latching tongues,
said slits being aligned with and extending across areas
of said inner closure panel from which said spacers are
struck and a plurality of pairs of spacers struck from
said top panel, each spacer of each pair of spacers being
disposed along said longitudinal center line at opposite
sides thereof.
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