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To all whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM JACKSON 

MAY, a citizen of the United States, and a 
resident of New Orleans, in the parish of 
Orleans and State of Louisiana, have invent- - | position shown in Fig. 1... with its end resting ed a new and Improved Fisherman's Needle, 
of which the following is a full, clear, and 
exact description. 

This invention relates to needles such as '', butt end of this blade projects toward the used by fishermen for repairing their nets or 
Seines. 

After making a haul, the fishermen usually 
find that at certain points their nets are torn 
and after each haul it is necessary to hang 
up the nets and inspect then thoroughly 
So as to locate and repair the net where the 
mesh has been broken. These nets are usu 
ally hung over frames supported on posts 
set in shoal water, and the fishermen in mak 
ing the repairs pass around the net on a 
foot board just above the surface of the 
water. When the broken place has been re 
paired with cord it is always necessary to 
cut the cord, this necessitates the constant 
use of a knife. 
The object of this invention is to produce 

a needle having a special construction in 
cluding a knife which can be readily op 
erated when desired. Under normal con 
ditions the edge of the knife does not pro 
trude from the body of the needle so that 
the blade is held in an inoperative position. 
The invention consists in the construction 

and combination of parts to be more fully 
described hereinafter and particularly set 
forth in the claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompany ing drawings forming a part of this speci 
fication, in which similar characters of 'ef 
erence indicate corresponding parts in all 
the figures. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a fisher 

invention and showing the knife blade in its 
normal position: Fig. 2 is a view similar to 
Fig. 1, but showing the blade in its operative 
position; Fig. 3 is an edge elevation of the 
device; and Fig. 4 is a cross section upon an 
enlarged scale taken on the line 4-4 of 
Fig. 1. 

Referring more particularly to the parts, 
1 represents the tongue of the needle which 
projects toward the head 2, being located on 
the central axis of the needle between the 
main bar 3 and the bar 4. The bar 3 is in 
tegral with the head 2, and the butt 5 of the 

needle. The bar 4 is integral with the butt 
5, but is severed from the head on the round 
ed or curved edge 6, which edge forms a seat 
for the rounded end of this bar. The re 
siliency of the bar 4 tends to hold it in the 
on the seat, as will be leadily understood. 
On the side of the head 2, a knife blade 8 

is attached by means of a pivot pin 9, and the 
real' of the needle, and lies over the end of 
the bar 4 to which it is attached loosely by 
lineans of a pivot pin 10. The outer edge 11 
of the blade conforms closely to the adjacent 
edge of the head 2, and the blade is provided 
with a straight cutting edge 12 which nor 
inally lies near the central axis of the blade, 
as shown in Fig. 1. The twine, which is 
used in repairing the net is attached to the 
needle in E. usual manner, and the needle is 
mali lated so as to repair the net. When 
it is desired to cut the cold the bars 3 and 
4 are compressed: the bar 4 will then move 
inwardly, as indicated in Fig. 2. This ro 
tates the butt end of the knife inwardly so 
that the tip of the knife projects across the 
edge of the head. In this way an angle 13 
is formed in which the cord may be received 
so as to be cut off by the blade. It should 
be understood that the pin 10 does not fit 
tightly in its opening in the blade so that 
there is enough lost notion at this point to 
perit the blade to swing on its pivot. 
Having thus described my invention. I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Ietters 
Patent.-- 

1. A fisherman's needle having a head and 
a butt, a side bar rigidly connecting said 
head and said butt, a second side bar oppo 
site said first side bar connected with said 
butt and in attached to said head, and a 
blade pivotally mounted on said head and 

ulan's needle constructed according to my connected with said second bar. 2. A fisherman's needle having a head and 
a blatt, a resilient bar extending from said 
butt toward said head, and a blade pivotally 
not Inted on said head and attached to said 
resilient bar, said bar affording means for 
actuating said blade. 

3. A fishel'man's needle comprising a head 
ald a butt, a pair of bars connecting said 
head and said butt, one of said bars being 
unattached to said head, free to move later 
ally, and integral with said butt, and a blade 
pivotally mounted on the side of said head 
having a cutting edge adapted to project 
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across the edge of said head when said blade 
rotates, said blade being connected with said 
unattached bar. 

4. A fisherman's needle having a head, a 
blade pivotally mounted on said head and 
having an edge normally completely super 
posed on said head, and a novable member 
extending longitudinally of said needle con 
nected with said blade and affording means 
for rotating said blade so that said edge 
projects across the edge of said head and 
forms a cutting angle with the edge of said 
head. 

5. A fisherman's needle having a head and 
having a butt for retaining the thread, and 15 
a knife pivotally attached on said head and 
having a cutting edge coacting with the edge 
of the head to cut the thread in mending the 
net. 

It testimony whereof I have signed my 20 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

WILLIAM JACKSON MAY. 
Witnesses: 

E. B. ELLIS, 
I. W. KAISER. 


