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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CHARLEs H. DEAN, of 

Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of 
Illinois, have invented certain new and use 

5 ful Improvements in Shin-Guards, &c., of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to guards or pads 

which are used by players in football and 
other games to protect parts of the body, 

10 such as the shins and knees. 
Devices of this character usually comprise 

inner and outer members connected to form 
a pocket in which padding or cushioning 
material is placed. Heretofore the said 

15 members have been permanently connected 
to form a permanently closed pocket, no pro 
vision being made for varying the amount of 
padding material. 
This invention has for its object to enable 

20 a shin guard, or other like device, used by 
players in foot-ball and other games, to be 
padded to any extent required or desired by 
the user. Ordinarily a shin guard is com 
posed of layers of cloth connected at inter 

25 vals by parallel lines of stitching to form 
longitudinal pockets, in which are inserted 
flexible stiffening rods of rattan or other like 
material, the layers of cloth forming the in 
ner side of the guard being usually provided 

80 with a permanent padding, which is a per 
manent part of the device. A shin guard 
constructed in accordance with my inven 
tion, is formed as a pocket, the outer side or 
member of which contains the stiffening 

35 rods, while the inner member is more flexi 
ble, a space being provided between the two 
members, into which padding material may 
be inserted by the user, and from which it 
may be removed, the two members of the 

40 pocket being separably connected, either en 
tirely around their edges, or along a suffi 
cient extent of the edges to permit the inser 
tion and removal of padding material. 
Of the accompanying drawings, forming a 

45 part of this specification, and representing 
my invention embodied in a shin guard, Fig 
ure 1 represents a side elevation of the guard. 

Fig. 2 represents a section on line 2-2 of 
Fig. 1. . 
The same characters of reference indicate 50 

the same parts in all the figures. 
In the drawings a, and b represent the two 

general parts or members of my improved 
shin guard, these parts forming the sides of 
an intermediate space c, adapted to detach- 55 
ably hold padding material. The outer part 
a, as here shown, is composed of cloth layers 
55 united at intervals by parallel lines 6 of 
Stitches to form longitudinal pockets for the 
reception of stiffening strips 7. The inner 
part b is or may be composed of outer and 
inner cloth layers 8 and 9, between which is 
permanently confined, Suitable padding ma 
terial 10, or, if desired, the said padding ma 
terial may be omitted. The cloth layers of 
each part are preferably united at the mar 
gins of the parts by binding strips 12 of 
leather or other suitable material stitched to 
the cloth layers. 
1313 represent eyelets inserted in the mar 

ginal portions of the parts a, and b, each part 
being preferably provided with eyelets ex 
tending along each of its edges, as shown in 
Fig. 1, so that the two parts may be con 
nected by a lacing cord 14 extending around 
the entire margin of the device, and sepa 
rably connecting the two parts, although, if 
desired, the parts a, and b may be perma 
nently connected along portions of the mar 
gins, the eyelets and the connecting cord be 
ing applied to the remaining portions, the 
object being to permit the user of the pad to 
insert suitable padding material in the space 
o, and confine said material therein, the in 
serted padding material being removable at 
the pleasure of the user. When the padding 
material has been inserted, it is confined by 
tying the ends of the cord, as indicated at 15. 
1616 represent the usual straps which are 

employed to secure the guard to the Wearer's 
leg. 
I claim: 
Ashin guard or pad composed of an outer 

part provided with longitudinal stiffening 
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rods, and an inner part of flexible construc- tinuous pocket extending from end to end of 
tion, the said parts being independent of the guard, and adapted to receive a cushion 
each other, and provided with marginal eye-backing all parts of the stiffening rods. 
lets, and a laging cord engaged with said in testimony whereof have affixed my 

5 eyelets, and adapted la detachably connect signature, in presence of two witnesses. 
the parts, so that padding material may be . N. ASE in or ROYi from the space be- CHARES H. DEAN. 
tween the parts, to provide a movable cush- Witnesses: 
ion for the stiffened outer part, the inner C. F. BROWN, 

10 sides of said parts forming the sides of a con- P. W. P.ZZETTI. 


