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Application filed July 26,1890,

To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, HORACE B. ADAMS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing in Owego,
in the county of Tioga and State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Dinner-Pails, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

Figure 1 of the drawings represents a side
elevation' of my improved dinner pail or
bucket; Fig. 2, a transverse section thereof,
taken on line z z of Fig. 1; Fig. 3, a top plan
view of the lower one of the sections com-
posing the pail or bucket, showing a portion
of the drinking-cup in broken section; and
Tig. 4, a detail sectional view, on an enlarged
scale,showing more clearly the means em-
ployed for fastening the several sections to-
gether.

The present invention has relation to that
class of lunch or dinner pailsor buckets com-
posed of separable and removable sections de-
tachably connected together, so that either
two or more or all of said sections may be
readily used as circumstances require.

It is the object of the present invention
therefore to provide a simple and effective
means of fastening these sections which com-
pose the pail or bucket, whereby they are
firmly held together and agaiust being de-
tached without first unfastening the cover or
1id of the top section, also in the several de-
tails .of construction whereby the pail or
bucket is materially improved and also ren-
dered more useful, practical, and serviceable
as a portablereceptable for containing cooked
food and beverage—such as tea or coffee—
and retain them in a palatable eondition
while being transported and until ready for
consumption. These several objects I attain
by the construction substantially as shown
in the drawings and hereinafter deseribed and
claimed. ' '

In the accompanying drawings, ABCD
represent the four sections composing - the
pailor bucket, which may be of any suitable
shape and size, and are preferably constructed
of sheet metal. A less or greater number of
these sections may be used, as found desir-
able, and the sections ABC have downwardly-
extending flanges a, the flange upon each
section fitting over the upper edge of the see-
tion below it and resting upon -a ‘bead or
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shoulder D, thus forming a tight connection
between the several sections. The upper one
of these sections, as shown at A, is provided
with a suitable cover E, and to this cover a
bail or handle I is connecied, which may be
of any preferred and well-known construe-
tion. This cover is preferably hinged to the
upper section, and is provided with a suit-
able hasp ¢, with which engages a staple d,
connected tosaid upper section; or any other
preferred and well-known means may be em-
ployed to lock or retain the cover closed.
The lower section D, as will be seen, has a
closed top G, through which is an opening,
and around this opening is an upwardly-ex-
tending flange e to form a support for a suit-
able drinking-cup H, which is placed in the
section in an inverted position, as shown.
The bottom f of the cup H is of greater di-
ameter so that it will extend beyond the sides
thereof, and has when the cup isinan inverted
position a downwardly -extending flange g,
which overlaps the flange ¢ and retains the
cup in position.

The section D is for the purpose of con-
taining eiiher tea, coffee, or other like bev-
erage, and the cup H in its inverted position
forms a cover to close the opening in the top
G of the section, and the flanges e ¢, herein-
before described, not only hold the cup in its
inverted position and stationary, but form a
closed joint between the cup and top of the
section.

The means for locking the several sections
together are very simple and will be under-
stood from the following description: Each
one of the sections A B C is provided with a
pivoted latch I, suitably connected to the in-
terior wall of the sections, but in the present
instance by a sleeve A soldered thereto. The
lateh I extends down through the bottom of
the section, as shown, and its ends above and
below the bottom of the section extend at
right angles or substantially at right angles
to form catches 2 k& above and below the bot-
tom of the section, respectively. The vertical
portion, together with the right-angled por-
tions to form the catches,as described, I term,
when taken together, a “double” or “com-
pound” lateh in contradistinction to a latch

with a single catch only. The sections A B
C have each a keeper K, with which engages
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the lateh 4, as shown more clearly in Fig. 4,
said keeper having a curved bearing [ and
noteh a, the latter to form a seat for the
lateh to holditin engagement with the keeper.
The sections B C D have keepers I, extend-
ing substantially on a line with the keepers
K, but at right angles thereto, so as to pre-
sent its flat side to the lateh % to form a wider
bearing-surface and render it more effective
for the purpose intended. These fastening
devices, consisting of the latches and keep-
ers, as above described, are wholly within the
sections, and consequently no single one of
the sections can be detached from the other
without first unfastening and raising the
cover of the upper section to obtain access to
the interior thereof. This being done, the
lateh of the upper section is turned to bring
it out of engagement with the keeper thereof,
and also with the keeper on the section im-
mediately below it, thereby releasing the up-
per section from its fastenings and admitting
of its removal, so that access can be had to
the interior of the section below it, which may
be detached and removed in like manner. It
will therefore be seen that each section must
be removed in ovder to obtain access to the
interior of the section below, as the fastening
devices are in the interior of the sections in-
stead of upon the outside. Hence each see-
tion is protected by the other when they ave
connected together and the cover of the up-
per section securely fastened.

In connecting the sections together the sec-
tion C is first connected to the bottom seection
D by placing it in position over the same, so
that the flange ¢ and shoulder b will abut, as
shown in Figs. 2 and 4. The latch of the up-
per section C is now turned in the proper di-
rection to bring the catch 7 in engagement
with or under the keeper L, which projects
from the inner wall of the bottomn section.
As this is being done, the catch ¢ is brought
over the curved bearing! until it springsinto
the noteh 71 of the keeper I, said keeper also
acting as a lock for the upper one of the
catches to preventthelateh fromaceidentally
turning in its pivotal bearing and becoming
disengaged from its keepers. It is prefer-
able thatthe latchesbe construected of spring-
‘wire,so as to have sufficient elasticity to have
the upper catch thereof retained in engage-
mentwith the notch of thekeeperand against
accidental displacement, so as to provide both
a simple and secure means of fastening the
several sections together,

Previous to myinvention it was common to
secure the separable sections together by fast-
enings connected to the outside of the pail or
bucket, and also by a screw-coupling, the ad-
joining flanges of the sections having screw-
threads to engage with each other. The
means above described in no way prevent the
sections from heing disconnected from the
outsideof the pail or bucket by any malicious
person and access obtained to the interior
thereof, the screw-fastening and other means
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herctofore employed affording no protection
against the detaching of the scetions from the
outside.

It should be understood thal oue of the es-
sential features of the invention is disposing
the fastenings for the several sections wholly
within the same, so that they are concealed
from view and cannot therefore he tampered
with from the outside, nor can the several
sections be disconnected without first unfast-
ening the cover at the top of the pail or
bucket, Therefore as this is the aim and
purpose of the invention it would not make
any material difference as to anyspecial con-
struction of the latches or fastenings used,
although the fastenings shown I consider the
most practicable and simple; but any well-
known and suitable form of latech may le
used without affecting the principle of my
invention. T therefore reserve the right to
make such changes in the several parts of
the pail or bucket as would come within or-
dinary mechanical skill, and any number of
sections may be used, which may be of any
size and shape found desirable.

Any well-known means may be employed
for locking the cover closed,and any suitable
hail or handle may be connected thereto so
long as it will serve the purpose intended,
the several changes above enumerated not
affecting in the least the essential principle
of the invention,

The latches may be pivotally connected to
the interior walls of the several sections in
any desirable manner, and the catches and
keepers hereinbefore described are suseepti-
ble of various modifications in the general de-
tails of construction so long as their purpose
and action are not affected thereby.

Having now fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A dinner pail or bucket consisting of a
plurality of separable sections and means for
securing them together, consisting of fasten-
ing devices which are wholly within the pail
or bucket and engaging projections upon the
interior walls of said sections, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

2. In a dinner pail or bucket, the combina-
tion, with a plurality of separable scctions, of
means for securing them together, consisting
of fastening devices wholly within said pail
or bucket, the fastening device of one section
extending down through the bottom thereof
and engaging with a projection upon the in-
ner walls of the section below it, substantially
as and for the purpose described.

3. In a dinner pail or bucket, the combina-
tion, with a plurality of separable sections, of
means for securing them together, consisting
of fastening devices which are wholly within
said pail or bucket, extending betiveen adja-
cent sections thereof and engaging projec-
tions on the interior walls of both, substan-
tially as and for the purpose specified.

4. Inapail or hucket, the comhination, with
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a plurality of sections composing the same, of
a plurality of fastening devices consisting of
pivoted latches and keepers located within
the sections and operating to lock or fasten

- the sections together, substantially as and for

the purpose described.

5. In apail or bucket composed of separable
sections, the combination therewith of fast-
ening devices for connecting said sections to-
gether, consisting of pivoted latches having
catches at their upper and lower ends and lo-
cated within the sections and engaging with
keepers upon the interior walls of the sections,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

6. A pail or bueket composed of a plurality
of separable sections detachably connected.
together, the lower one of said sections hav-
ing a top with an opening and an upwardly-
extending flange around the same, and a.
drinking-cup having a flanged bottom and
held within said opening, substantially as and
for the purpose specified.

7. Inapail or bucket, the combination, with

the separable sections composing thesame, of

fastening devices for connecting them to-
gether, consisting of pivoted latches extend-
ing down through the bottomsof said sections
and having catches at its ends above and be-
low the bottoms, and keepers with which the
catehes engage, the latches and keepers being
located wholly within the sections, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth. .
8. In a pail or bucket, the combination, with
the separable sections thereof, of fastening
devices located wholly within said sections
and consisting of pivoted latches extending
through the bottoms thereof and having
catches extending at an angle to the body or
vertical portion of the latch, and keepers
with which the upper and lower catches of
the latch engage, one of which has a noteh to
form a seat for the upper one of said catches,
substantially as and for the purpose described.

HORACE B. ADAMS.

Witnesses:
JAMES BURROWS,
ALFRED L. BOUGHTON.
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