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To all whom it may conceri:

Beitknown that we, CLIFFORD R. BRADLEY,
GEORGE B. PILKINGTON,and IRVING G. PLATT,
citizens of the United States, and residents of

5 Waterbury, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Clasps, of
which the following is a specification.

Our invention relates to an improvement in

1o claspsorfasteners,the object being toimprove
upon those of somewhat similar construction
in several important particulars and to pro-
vide an article of this kind which shall be sim-
ple and cheéap to manufacture and adapted

- 15 for use as a key-chain fastener, cuff or neck-
tie holder, and for other purposes.

With these and other ends in view ourinven-
tion eonsists in certain novel features of con-

struction and combinations of parts, as will

2o be hereinafter fully deseribed, and pointed
out in the claims. : o
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side view of our improved fastener. TFig. 2
is a sectional view taken on the line 2 2 of
25 Fig. 1. Tig. 3is a perspective view thereof,
_ the locking or attaching lever being raised or
opened. Fig. 4 is a sectional view thereof.
Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken on the line 5
5 of Iig. 4. Tigs. 6,7, and 8 are perspective
30 views of the several parts detached. Fig. 9
isa bottom plan view of the detached locking-
lever.
Referring to the drawings, A represents the
body or frame of the fastener, preferably
35 formed of the shape and outline as shown and
doubled upon itself, forming the two sides or
plates a b. ’
In the side ¢ is formed an opening o' for
the reception of a locking or an attaching le-
40 ver B, the metal of the body being slightly
struck up to form bearings ¢ ¢ for the recep-
tion of the lugs d d, formed on the lever B,
said lever having an outline corresponding
- to the outline of the opening o, formed in the
45 body of the fastener, and having its extreme
end e slightly bent or curved upwardly to fa-
cilitate the opening or raising of the same.
It will be seen by reference to Figs. 3 and

V

6 that the lever is bent at right angles, form-
ing the handle f, an arm ¢ and opening %
being formed at the angle or bed to receive a

‘lug or projection 4, formed on the body A be-

tween the bearings ¢, this construction and
arrangements of the parts preventing the le-
ver from becoming accidentally detached af-
ter the said parts have been finally assembled,
especially when the lever is in its raised po-
sition, as shown in Figs. 3, 4, and 5.

Within the body A is contained the spring

-G, doubled or bent upon itself, as shown in

Fig.7,one end % thereof being bent or turned
downwardly and the opposite end roughened
or provided with teeth [ for tightly adhering
to the material to which it is attached.

In order to hold the spring in place within
the body,we form in one plate thereof an open-
ing m for the reception of the projection n,
formed by striking up the metal of the plate
b of the body A, and on the other plate of
the spring we form the rib o, which when the

“lever is raised fits in the groove p, formed in

the arm g of the latter, as shown in Figs. 4
and 5 of the drawings, and in the recess or
notch r, formed in the extreme end of the
arm g when the lever is lowered, this con-
struction and arrangement of parts. effect-
ively holding the spring against displace-
ment at all times.

In practice the material to which the fas-
tener is to be secured isinserted between the
two plates of the spring C, the léver B hav-
ing been first raised or opened, as shown in
Fig. 8, after which said lever is lowered, and

“which by reason of the arm g resting or bear-

ing on one plate of the spring forces the
latter downwardly, and thereby effectively
clamping or holding the fabric between the
two plates of the spring. ' !

It will be understood, of course, without fur-

ther description or illustration that a hole or
holes may be formed in the body of the fas-
tener for the attachment of a key-chain, or,
if desired, a loop or other means may be se-
cured thereto or formed thereon for attach-
ing or securing it to a watch-chain.

Having fully described our invention, what
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we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. In a clasp or fastener, the combination
with the body A, of the spring C, fitting within
said body and provided with a rib, and a le-
ver fitting in said body and provided with the
recess 7 for receiving the rib on said spring;
when the lever is raised, substantially as de-
seribed. ‘

2. In a clasp or fastener, the combination
with the body A, of the spring C fitting within
said body and provided with a rib, and a le-
ver fitting in said body and provided with the
recess » and notch p for receiving the rib on
said spring, when the leveris raised and low-
ered respectively, substantially as described.

3. In a clasp or fastener, the combination
with the body A, provided with bearings ¢
and a lug or projection ¢, located between
the latter, of a lever provided with projec-
tions d, adapted to fit in said bearings and

with an opening % for receiving said lug i,
substantially as described.

4, In a clasp or fastener, the combination
with the body A, provided with the opening
o', and projection m, of the spring C, pro-
vided with an opening m for receiving said
projection, and with the rib o, and the lever
B attached to said body and provided with
a recess or groove for receiving said rib when
the lever is raised and with a notch on’one
end thereof, for receiving said rib, when the
lever is lowered, substantially as described. -

Signed at Waterbury, in the county of New
Haven and State of Connecticut, this 3d day
of October, A. D. 1896.

CLIFFORD R. BRADLEY.
GEORGE B. PILKINGTON.
IRVING G. PLATT.
Witnesses:
DANL. F. WEBSTER,
SAMUEL A. HIERMAN.
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