
(12)
(19)

PATENT
AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE

(11) Application No. AU 199666363 B2 
(10) Patent No. 711921

(54) Title
Wallet size card book

(51)6 International Patent Classification(s)
A45C 001/00 B65D 027/00
B42F 007/00

(21) Application No: 199666363 (22) Application Date: 1996.07.09

(87) WIPONo: WO97/01266

(43) Publication Date : 1997.01.30
(43) Publication Journal Date : 1997.03.20
(44) Accepted Journal Date : 1999.10.21

(71) Applicant(s)
William Exline, Inc.

(72) Inventor(s)
William B. Exline; Michael P. Exline

(74) Agent/Attorney
WATERMARK PATENT and TRADEMARK ATTORNEYS,Locked Bag 5,HAWTHORN
VIC 3122

(56) Related Art
US 5421620
US 4824142



OPI DATE 30/01/97 APPLN. ID 66363/96
AOJP DATE 20/03/97 PCT NUMBER PCT/US96/11482 II

AU9666363 ,’CT)
(51) International Patent Classification :

SSURANCE
iber: PCT;(21) International Application Number

(22) International Filing Date:

(11) International Publication Number: WO 97/01266
A2

(43) International Publication Date: 16 January 1997 (16.01.97)

'/US96/11482

9 July 1996 (09.07.96)

(71) Applicant: WILLIAM EXLINE, INC. [US/US]; 12301 Ben­
nington Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44135 (US).

(72) Inventors: EXLINE, William, B.; 478 Laurelbrook Drive,
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022 (US). EXLINE, Michael, P.; 8670 
Fairmont Road, Novelty, OH 44072 (US).

(74) Agent: RHODES, C., Robert; Rhodes Coats & Bennett, L.L.P., 
P.O. Box 2974, Greensboro, NC 27402 (US).

(81) Designated States: AL, AM, AT, AU, AZ, BB, BG, BR, BY, 
CA, CH, CN, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, GB, GE, HU, IS, 
JP, KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MD, 
MG, MK, MN, MW, NO, NZ, PL, PT, RO, RU, SD, SE, 
SG, SI, SK, TJ, TM, TR, TT, UA, UG, UZ, VN, ARIPO 
patent (KE, LS, MW, SD, SZ, UG), Eurasian patent (AM, 
AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM), European patent (AT, 
BE, CH, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC, 
NL, PT, SE), OAPI patent (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, 
GN, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).

Published
Before the expiration of the time limit referred to in Article 
21(2)(a) on the request of the applicant.
Without international search report and to be republished 
upon receipt of that report.
Without classification; title and abstract not checked by the 
International Searching Authority.

(54) Title: WALLET SIZE CARD BOOK

(57) Abstract

A wallet size card book which has been 
adapted to hold a card having the dimensions 
of a conventional credit card, and is particularly 
designed to be carried in the credit card com­
partment of a wallet or similar size compartment 
holder. The use of a resin emulsion adhesive, 
a vinyl acetate ethylene copolymer emulsion, 
in the card book makes it possible to create a 
properly formed pocket closed on three sides for 
holding and protecting the card.
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WALLET SIZE CARD BOOK

Background of the Invention

(1) Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to an article designed to hold and 

protect identification, credit, debit, and other smart cards, and any information 

encoded on a magnetic stripe or microchip. More particularly, the present 

invention relates to a wallet size card book which has been constructed to fit 

within the credit card compartment of a wallet or similar type cardholder.

(2) Description of the Prior Art

Various booklets or folders having card holder pockets and a place to 

record information or transactions are currently in use. For example, U.S. Patent 

No. 5,143,405 {Daneshvar) discloses a booklet for collecting and presenting 

personal medical information. Although the booklets include pockets formed in 

the covers of the booklets, the disclosure provides that the pockets may be used to 

hold additional papers containing medical information. The suggested size of the 

booklet is approximately 4" x 61/e", and by size alone, would not conveniently fit 

into the user’s wallet. Further, there is no indicated use of the pockets for holding 

identification and credit cards.

U.S. Patent No. 4,621,729 {Jackson) discloses a patient medical 

information and education container which may be wallet size. Although a pocket 

is provided which serves to hold a plurality of cards or the like, the user must 

open a plurality of panels of the container to retrieve a card from the pocket.

U.S. Patent No. 2,767,756 {Niles) discloses a foldable unit plastic card 

holder designed to hold a number of cards. However, the card holder does not 

include any pages on which to record transactions or maintain record-keeping.

U.S. Patent No. 3,360,027 {Price) discloses a ticket and money holder 

provided with openings with arcuate lower edges through which tickets and the 

like may be inserted into and removed from the holder. The holder includes an 

outer sheet which is stitched to a filler.

Standard size card books are also available, for example, savings and 

passbooks. However, these card books are too cumbersome in size to fit within 

the compartments of a wallet. Moreover, attempts to produce wallet size card
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books have been unsuccessful because a sufficient area does not remain to obtain a 

strong glue bond. Thus, there remains a need for a new and improved wallet size 

card book which is sized to fit within a wallet but is strong enough to survive 

normal usage.

Summary of the Invention

The present invention is directed to a wallet size card book which has been 

adapted to hold a card having the dimensions of a conventional credit card, and is 

particularly designed to be carried in a wallet or similar type compartment holder. 

The invention overcomes existing card type booklets by providing a smaller size 

card book having dimensions of approximately 2 1/2 inches by 3 1/2 inches. 

Further, the use of a resin emulsion adhesive, a vinyl acetate ethylene copolymer 

emulsion, in the card book makes it possible to create a properly formed pocket on 

three sides of the card book for holding and protecting the card. In this regard, 

the leaves or pages are stitched, stapled or glued to the center of the card book, 

and a first leaf and two edges of a second leaf are glued to the inner surface of the 

card book cover, thereby forming a pocket for the card.

Accordingly, one aspect of the present invention is to provide a wallet size 

card book including: (a) a cover having a fold which divides the cover into a front 

cover panel and a rear cover panel; (b) a plurality of leaves attached at the fold, 

the leaves forming pages; (c) a L-shaped glue strip extended along two edges of 

the inner surface of the cover; and (d) a pocket formed by a first leaf sealed to the 

inner surface of the cover and cut shorter and narrower than the cover, a second 

leaf sealed along two edges to the L-shaped glue strip on the cover with a third 

edge secured to the fold by stitching, gluing or stapling, and a fourth edge 

remaining open for receiving a credit or information card.

Another aspect of the present invention is to provide a glue strip for sealing 

leaves of wallet size card books formed from a copolymer emulsion, wherein the 

copolymer emulsion is vinyl acetate ethylene copolymer emulsion.

Still another aspect of the present invention is to provide a wallet size card 

book including: (a) a cover having a fold which divides the cover into a front 

cover panel and a rear cover panel and allows the front and rear cover panels to 

be opened and closed; (b) a plurality of leaves attached at the fold of the cover,
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the leaves forming pages having printed matter and blank spaces for record­

keeping; (c) a L-shaped glue strip extended along two edges of the inner surface of 

the cover, the glue strip comprising a copolymer emulsion; (d) a pocket formed by 

a first leaf being completely sealed to the inner surface of the cover and cut 

shorter and narrower than the cover, a second leaf being sealed along two edges to 

the L-shaped glue strip on the cover, a third edge remaining attached to the fold 

by stitching, gluing, or stapling and a fourth edge remaining open for receiving the 

wallet size card; and (e) arcuate recesses in the upper edges of the cover and 

leaves to facilitate the insertion and removal of the wallet size card from the 

pocket.

These and other aspects of the present invention will become apparent to 

those skilled in the art after a reading of the following description of the preferred 

embodiment when considered with the drawings.

Brief Description of the Drawings

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a wallet size card book constructed 

according to the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a top view of the wallet size card book;

FIG. 3 is a front view of the front cover panel of the wallet size card book;

FIG. 4 is a side view of the wallet size card book;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the upper and lower dies; and

FIG. 6 is an exploded perspective view of the wallet size card book. 

Description of the Preferred Embodiments

In the following description, like reference characters designate like or 

corresponding parts throughout the several views. Also in the following 

description, it is to be understood that such terms as "forward", "rearward",

"left", "right", "upwardly", "downwardly", and the like are words of convenience 

and are not to be construed as limiting terms.

Referring now to the drawings in general and FIG. 1 in particular, it will 

be understood that the illustrations are for the purpose of describing a preferred 

embodiment of the invention and are not intended to limit the invention thereto.

As best seen in FIG. 1, the wallet size card book, generally designated 10, 

comprises a cover 12 having a fold 14 which divides the cover into a front cover
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panel 16 and a rear cover panel 20, a plurality of leaves 22 attached at fold 14, 

with the leaves forming pages, and a L-shaped glue strip 28 (shown in FIG. 6) 

formed along two edges of the inner surface of at least one cover panel. The card 

book 10 further includes arcuate recesses 24 in the upper edges of the cover 12

5 and plurality of leaves 22. Cover 12 comprises a lexide material, and indicia 26, 

for example, a logo, may be placed on the front cover panel 16 of the book. The 

card book 10 also includes a pocket 30 for holding and protecting a wallet size 

credit card 32 or comparable size information card.

Pocket 30 of the card book 10 is formed by a first leaf being sealed 

10 completely to the inner surface of the cover 12 and cut shorter and narrower than

the cover, a second leaf being sealed along two edges to the L-shaped glue strip 28 

on the inner surface of cover 12 with a third edge attached at fold 14 by stitching, 

gluing or stapling and a fourth edge remaining open for receiving the card 32.

The L-shaped glue strip 28 comprises a resin emulsion adhesive (Evans 

15 No. 04053, Evans Adhesive Corp., Columbus, OH). The composition of Evans

No. 04053 comprises a vinyl acetate ethylene copolymer emulsion. The adhesive 

may include other additives, for example, a defoamer. The copolymer emulsion is 

water-based and contains approximately 45 % water, and the vinyl acetate ethylene 

copolymer emulsion content is approximately >95.0 wt.%. It is contemplated

20 that any comparable adhesive may be used as the L-shaped glue strip. The

thickness of the glue strip ranges between 1/16 inch to about 1/4 inch. The glue 

strip preferably extends approximately 1/16 inch from the bottom edge of the inner 

surface of cover 12 to about 3/16 inch from the side edge of the inner surface of 

cover 12.

25 As shown in FIG. 3, the book 10 has upper and lower rounded edges 34

opposite the fold 14. Rounded edges 34 are between about 1/8 inch to 3/8 inch in 

diameter, with a preferred diameter of 1/4 inch. The height H of book 10 ranges 

between approximately 3 5/16 inches to about 3 5/8 inches, with a preferred 

height of 3 1/2 inches. The width W of book 10 ranges between about 2 3/8

30 inches to about 2 5/8 inches, with a preferred width of 2 1/2 inches. As shown in 

FIGS. 2-4, the thickness T of book 10 ranges between about 1/16 inch to about 

3/16 inch with a preferred thickness of 1/8 inch.
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Again referring to FIG. 3, the arcuate recesses 24 have a width AW 

ranging between approximately 7/8 inch and 1 1/8 inches, with a preferred width 

of 1 inch. The depth AH of recess 24 ranges between 3/16 inch and 3/8 inch, 

with a preferred depth of 1/4 inch. The arcuate recesses facilitate the insertion

5 and removal of card 32 from pocket 30.

In producing card book 10 in accordance with the present invention, at 

least one card book 10 is placed in an open position where the plurality of leaves 

22 are attached to fold 14 of the cover 12. The first or fly leaf is cut shorter and 

narrower than the cover 12 so that when the resin emulsion adhesive is applied to

10 the entire inner surface of at least one cover 12, the first leaf completely adheres 

to the cover 12, and leaves and L-shaped glue strip 28 exposed along the marginal 

edges of the inner surface of cover 12. As a result, a second leaf adheres to the 

L-shaped glue strip 28 that remains exposed on the inner surface of cover 12, 

thereby forming a pocket with a third edge being attached at fold 14 and a fourth

15 edge remaining open for receiving a card 32. In one embodiment of the invention, 

three books are placed end to end in an upstate position. During the process, 

anywhere from approximately 12-18 books may be placed between two dies 36 of 

the type shown in FIG. 5 immediately after the resin emulsion is applied. Die 36 

includes a lower strip 40 and an upper narrow strip 42. A plurality of openings

20 44 exists between the upper and lower strips 40,42. Between adjacent openings 44

are adjoining strips 46.

The books and dies are placed in an air-powered vise, and thereafter 

squeezed together in order to set the adhesive. The vise is squeezed under 

approximately 2800 lbs/in2 of pressure for a sufficient amount of time in which to

25 properly seal the adhesive to the cover 12. The pressure may range between about 

2000 and 4000 lbs/in2. In a preferred embodiment, the vise may be squeezed 

between about 30 seconds and about one minute. The dies 36 function by 

applying pressure around the outer edges of the leaves, and help to seal the 

adhesive on the cover 12 of card book 10. As a result, a pocket 30 is created

30 which is formed by sealing the first leaf and part of the second leaf to the inner 

surface of cover 12 using the L-shaped glue strip 28.
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Certain modifications and improvements will occur to those skilled in the 

art upon a reading of the foregoing description. By way of example, it is 

contemplated that the card book of the present invention can be modified for use 

in a variety of industries including but not limited to financial institutions,

5 telecommunications, healthcare, information security, travel and hospitality and

prepaid vending. The card book may, thus, be customized to hold information 

about a particular organization and its services, programs, etc.

It should be understood that all such modifications and improvements have 

been deleted herein for the sake of conciseness and readability, but are properly

.. .. 10 within the scope of the following claims.
• · · -,• ·» ·• ·• · ·• · ·• · · ·• · · ·• · ·• ·• ·• ·• · ·• · ·
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THE CLAIMS DEFINING THE INVENTION ARE AS FOLLOWS:

1. A wallet size card book comprising:

a. a cover having a fold which divides the cover into a front cover panel 

and a rear cover panel;

b. a plurality of leaves attached at the fold, the leaves forming pages;

c. a L-shaped glue strip extended along two edges of at least one leaf; 

and

d. a pocket formed by a first leaf being sealed to the inner surface of the 

cover and cut shorter and narrower than the cover and a second leaf being sealed 

along two edges to the L-shaped glue strip with a third edge attached at the fold 

and a fourth edge remaining open, wherein the card book is of a suitable size and 

configuration large enough to retain a conventional size credit card and yet small 

enough to fit within the conventional card compartments of a wallet.

2. The wallet size card book of claim 1, wherein the card book has a height 

dimension of approximately 35/i6 inches to about 35/8 inches and a width 

dimension ranging between about 23/8 inches to about 25/8 inches.

3. The wallet size card book of claim 2, wherein the dimensions of the card 

book are 2V2 inches by 3V2 inches.

4. The wallet size card book of claim 1, wherein the L-shaped glue strip 

preferably extends approximately 1/-|8 inch from the bottom edge of the inner 

surface of the cover, and 3/16 inch from the side edge of the inner surface of the 

cover.

DATED THIS 12th day of April, 1999

WILLIAM EXLINE, INC.

WATERMARK PATENT & TRADEMARK ATTORNEYS
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HAWTHORN VICTORIA 3122
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