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United States Patent Office 
seasurpasaurs 

3,097,782 
Patiented July 16, 1963 

3,097,782 
CONVERTBLE AND EDSPOSABLE CNC BASKET 

AND TABLE TOP DEWCE 
Stephen Koropatkin, 197 Pratt St. Gastonbury, Co., 
and Melvin W. Noble, 30 Rentscher St., East Hart 
ford, Conn. 

Filed May 22, 1961, Ser. No. 111,684 
6 Claims. (C. 229-31) 

This invention relates to a picnic device which is con 
vertible from a transporting container to a stationary 
table setting. 
The device of the present invention comprises, initial 

ly, a substantially rectangular or square, stiff or semi-stiff 
cardboard flat sheet or the like, which, by means of 
properly arranged fold lines can be transformed into a 
box container, and vice-versa. The particular fold lines 
are arranged in such a manner that corner portions of 
the sheet are formed into wing folds which enable the 
sheet readily to assume a box-like shape and which en 
wrap the container to enhance its load strength. 

Furthermore, a novel arrangement of apertures and 
sliding cords therein is provided whereby the pulling of 
the cords automatically transforms the sheet into a carry 
ing container which can then be carried by said cords 
serving as a shoulder strap or as hand carrying means. 
By virtue of the novel arrangement of fold lines, aper 

tures, and lacing of the cords in the sheet, there is pro 
vided a device that is initially useful for carrying food, 
beverages, and picnic and beach paraphernalia to the 
picnic or beach site where the device is readily converted 
to a flat dining Surface either on a table or on the ground. 
After it has served its purposes in the flat condition, the 
device is readily refoldable by operation of the carrying 
cords into a container which may function either to carry 
the paraphernalia away again, or in which table scraps 
and other waste matter may be carried for disposal in a 
refuse can or incinerator. 

In some embodiments, eating utensils may be attached 
to one or more portions of the sheet so that the utility 
of the device may be enhanced. Said utensils, compris 
ing plates and tableware, may either be attached directly 
to the surface of the sheet, or placed in sealed bags to 
preserve their cleanliness. Upon collapsing the device 
from the container form to the flat sheet form, the 
utensils may readily be detached and placed upon the 
sheet ready for use. 

Still other objects and advantages of the invention will 
be apparent from the specification. 
The features of novelty which are believed to be char 

acteristic of the invention are set forth herein and will 
best be understood, both as to their fundamental prin 
ciples and as to their particular embodiments, by refer 
ence to the specification and accompanying drawings, in 
which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the device in the 

folded form showing the manner in which it may be car 
ried on the shoulder; 

FIG. 2 is similar to FIG. 1, showing the manner in 
which the device may be carried by hand; 

FIG. 3 is a plan view, partly in outline form, showing 
the manner in which the device is laid flat as a picnic 
table, as well as the manner in which it is almost com 
pletely folded; 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view, partly in dotted outline, 
of the device in the form of a picnic table showing the 
manner in which the carrying cords are laced through 
the device, and the manner in which the utensils may be 
attached thereto; 

FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the device 
shown in FIG. 4; 
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FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the device as it is being 

refolded into the box-like condition; 
FIG. 7 is a greatly enlarged top view showing the de 

vice as it appears folded in the form of a box; 
FIG. 8 is a still further enlarged fragmentary partial 

section view, taken on line 8-8 of FIG. 3; and 
FIG. 9 is a greatly enlarged fragmentary view, taken 

on line 9-9 of FIG, 2. 
Referring now to the drawings in detail, the device of 

the present invention comprises basically a substantially 
square sheet of heavy stiffened paper, cardboard, or other 
Suitable material, generally designated 11, which in one 
embodiment may measure approximately three feet on 
each side thereof (FIGS. 3 and 4). Sheet 11 is divided 
into a checkerboard pattern of nine substantially equal 
square panels 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 7, 18, 19 and 20, said 
divisions being defined by scored or fold lines 21, 22, 23, 
24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 39, 31 and 32, by means well 
known in the art. Each corner panel 12, 14, 18 and 20 
has a diagonal fold or score line 35, 36, 37 and 38, re 
spectively, which extends from the inner corner to the 
apical corner thereof. 

Each corner panel 12, 14, 18 and 20 has a pair of 
Spaced apart holes 41 and 42 whose imaginary connecting 
line is arrayed at approximately a right angle to the re 
spective diagonal score lines 35, 36, 37 and 38, respec 
tively. 
Two of the peripheral panels, namely 13 and 19, are 

each provided with a pair of spaced apart holes 43 and 
44 whose imaginary connecting lines are arrayed sub 
stantially parallel to, and spaced apart from, the outer 
edges of said respective panels. 

Laced through each set of holes defined by numerals 
41, 42, 43 and 44, is a flexible, endless carrying cord, 
generally designated 46 and 47, respectively, and made of 
rope, twine or other suitable material. 
By virtue of the scoring of lines 21-32, sheet 11 is fold 

able into a substantially cubical box or container, general 
ly designated 49, as shown in FIGS. 1, 2, 3 and 7. It will 
be noted that each corner panel 12, 14, 18 and 20, when 
folded along its respective score lines, forms substantially 
triangular wings 51, 52, 53 and 54, as seen in FIGS. 1, 2, 
3 and 6. 
While sheet 11 lies flat, as shown in FIG. 4, cords 46 

and 47 are grasped at their respective mid section por 
tions 56 and 57 at the interior surfaces of panels 13 and 
19, respectively (FIGS. 4, 6), and pulled upwardly. The 
tensioning of said cords causes portions 58 and 59 thereof 
automatically to fold pairs of wings 51, 52 and 53, 54, 
one over the other into a criss-cross array, and to raise 
panels 13 and 19 into vertical positions (FIGS. 1, 2, 3, 6), 
so that a substantially cubical box is formed, panel 16 
Serving as the bottom thereof. The inward folding of 
pairs of wings 51, 52 and 53, 54 also causes panels 15 
and 17 to rise into the vertical position. The pulling of 
portions 56 and 57 of cords 46 and 47, respectively, 
causes said cords to slide through groups of holes 41, 42, 
43 and 44, respectively. Said cords become shortened on 
the outside of the box and become lengthened from the 
interior thereof So that said cords may be utilized as 
shoulder carrying means, as shown in FIG. 1. The por 
tions 58 and 59 of cords 46 and 47, respectively, urge 
pairs of wings 51, 52 and 53, 54 together so that they 
reinforce their respective sides of the boxes and are main 
tained in a folded condition while said box is being trans 
ported. 

Alternatively, the mid sections of portions 58 and 59 
of cords 46 and 47 may also be grasped, together with 
portions 56 and 57 thereof, to produce a doubled carrying 
cord on each side of the box, as shown in FIG. 2. Here 
also, the cords urge pairs of wings 51, 52, and 53, 54, 
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into close proximity with the side walls of the box and 
enhance the carrying strength thereof. 
When the box. 49 is carried to a place where it is 

desired to utilize it as a table covering or picnic setting, 
the box is placed upon the ground or upon a table, and 
the cords 46 and 47 are released. Upon loosening of the 
cord tension, the sides of the box are readily pushed 
manually outwardly whereby wings 51, 52, 53 and 54 
become unfolded into open panels 12, 14, 18 and 20, and 
Said panels, as well as panels 13, 15, 17 and 19, assume 
a flat position, as shown in FIG. 4, for example. 
On the interior surface of any one or all of panels 13, 

15, 17 and 19 of sheet 11, there is attached by means of 
Staple 61, or the like, one end of a container or bag 62 
made of a suitable material such as cellophane, plastic, 
wax paper, or the like. Positioned within each bag 62 
is a set of tableware which may comprise a disposable 
plate 63, knife 64, fork 65, spoon 66, and napkin 67. 
These utensils may be made of a suitable material such 
as plastic, cardboard, or the like. The knife, fork and 
Spoon may be secured to the plate by means of a strip of 
pressure sensitive tape 68. Staple 61 secures one portion 
of the bag to the outer area of the respective panel while 
the remainder of the bag is foldable inwardly to a position 
where its other end is secured to the inner surface of said 
panel by means of a pair of strips 69 of pressure sensitive 
tape. (FIGS. 4, 5, 8.) 

In some embodiments it may be preferably or desirable 
to provide only one bag 62 connected to the interior sur 
face of only one of the side panels of the box, said bag 
containing a sufficient number of utensils and tableware 
for service of any desired number of people. 
When the sheet 11 is unfolded into the flat position, as 

shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, bags 62 can be readily detached 
from their respective panels and the utensils removed 
therefrom and spread on the sheet ready for use. After 
sheet 11 has served its purpose as a picnic or dining area, 
cords 46 and 47 may again be manipulated as in FIG. 6, 
to cause the refolding of pairs of wings 51, 52 and 53, 54 
and the rising of the various panels into the form of a 
cubical box, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. In this condi 
tion table scraps, refuse and used utensils may be placed 
into the box and carried away from the picnic or dining 
area and disposed of in a suitable garbage receptacle or 
incinerator. 

In some embodiments, there may be attached to the 
top inner Surface of each opposing panel 13 and 19 by 
means of Stapling or pasting, upwardly extending flexible 
tabs 71 and 72, respectively. When box 49 is folded, as 
shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, tabs 71 and 72 are bent over 
the top edges of the respective panels and of the two 
triangular folded wings, and the end portions of said tabs 
are inserted into respective suitable slots 73 and 74 cut 
in at least one of the triangular sections as shown in 
FIGS. 1, 2, 6, 7 and 9. Thus, tabs 71 and 72 provide 
further security to box. 49 by maintaining the top portions 
of the pairs of wings 51, 52 and 53, 54 against the top 
portions of panels 13 and 19, respectively. Alternatively, 
tabs 71 and 72 may be formed as an integral extension of 
panels 13 and 19, as shown in FIGS. 7 and 9. 
By forming folded wings out of each of the corner pan 

els, it is possible not only to transform an initially flat sheet 
into a cubical container, but said wings also serve to en 
close the vertical corners of the container and to serve as 
backing members for two sides of the box. Since the sheet 
is integral both in the flat and in box-like form, it is pos 
sible to provide a substantially leak-proof container which 
may be utilized to transport liquids when that is necessary 
or desirable. This may be graphically apparent by inspec 
tion of the partially folded device shown in FIG. 6. In 
such event, the sheet may be impregnated with moisture 
resistant materials or coated with suitable paints or plas 
tics which are impervious to various types of liquid sub 
stances. In some embodiments, sheet 11 may comprise a 
synthetic plastic material which may be washable and re 
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4 
usable. In other embodiments, the panels constituting the 
sheet may be formed in other rectangular sizes by suitable 
arrangement of fold lines in order to make deeper or shal 
lower containers and to vary the length and width thereof. 

I claim: 
1. A foldable container comprising a rectangular sheet, 

said sheet being divided by fold lines into a checkerboard 
pattern consisting of nine panels, four of said panels being 
arrayed at the respective corners of said sheet, a pair of 
spaced apart apertures in each of said corner panels, an 
outwardly extending diagonal fold line in each of said four 
corner panels, the apertures in said corner panels being 
disposed on opposite sides of said diagonal fold line and 
a pair of endless cords, each of said cords being slidably 
laced through the apertures of a pair of corner panels and 
through an intermediate panel therebetween in series on 
opposite sides of said sheet, each cord being laced on the 
inner side of the respective corner panels the tensioning 
of each cord causing the two respective corner panels en 
gaged thereby to fold outwardly along their diagonal fold 
lines and to form triangularly shaped wings, said wings 
being caused by the tensioning of said cord to fold flat 
one over the other over the outer surface of the panel 
intermediate said two corner panels. 

2. A foldable container comprising a rectangular sheet, 
said sheet being divided by fold lines into a checkerboard 
pattern consisting of nine panels, a pair of spaced apart 
apertures in each of the corner panels of said sheet, an 
outwardly extending diagonal fold line in each of the four 
corner panels of said sheet, the apertures in each of said 
corner panels being disposed on opposite sides of said 
diagonal fold line, said corner panels being foldable into 
triangularly shaped wings when all of the panels posi 
tioned intermediate said corner panels are raised in respect 
of the center panel, and a pair of endless cords, each of 
said cords being laced slidably through the apertures of a 
separate pair of corner panels and through a panel inter 
mediate said corner panels, each cord being laced on the 
inner side of the respective corner panels the simulta 
neous tensioning of both of said cords causing Said tria 
angular wings to form as the intermediate panels assume 
a position substantially perpendicular to the central panel, 
said triangular wings in each pair of corner panels folding 
flat one over the other against the outside surface of their 
respective intermediate panel and being urged against said 
intermediate panel by said respective cord. 

3. A foldable container comprising a rectangular sheet, 
said sheet being divided by fold lines into a checkerboard 
pattern consisting of nine panels, a pair of spaced apart 
apertures in each of the corner panels of said sheet, a pair 
of endless cords, each of said cords being laced through 
three panels in series on opposite sides of said sheet, and 
an outwardly extending diagonal fold in the two corner 
panels engaged by each cord, the apertures in each of Said 
corner panels being disposed on opposite sides of Said 
diagonal fold line and each cord being laced on the inner 
side of the respective corner panels the tensioning of each 
cord causing the two respective corner panels to fold out 
wardly along their diagonal fold lines and to form triangul 
larly shaped wings, said wings being caused by the tension 
ing of said cord to fold flat one over the other over the 
outer surface of the panel intermediate said two corner 
panels as all of said panels rise in respect of the center 
panel of said sheet. 

4. A foldable container comprising a rectangular sheet, 
said sheet being divided by fold lines into a checkerboard 
pattern consisting of nine panels, an outwardly extending 
diagonal fold line in each of the four corner panels of Said 
sheet, two endless cords, a pair of spaced apart apertures 
disposed on opposite sides of the diagonal fold line in 
each of the corner panels, each endless cord extending 
through the apertures and disposed on the inner side of 
two laterally positioned corner panels on opposite sides of 
said sheet, and a pair of spaced apart apertures in the 
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panel positioned intermediate the two corner panels en 
gaged by a respective cord, said cord extending also 
through the apertures of said intermediate panel, the ten 
Sioning of each cord causing the two respective corner 
panels to fold outwardly along their diagonal fold lines 
and to form triangularly shaped wings, the tensioning of 
both of said cords causing the panels to rise in respect of 
the central panel and causing the wings of each pair of 
corner panels to fold one over the other on the outer sur 
face of the respective intermediate panel. 

5. A foldable container comprising a rectangular sheet, 
said sheet being divided by fold lines into checkerboard 
pattern consisting of nine panels, an outwardly extending 
diagonal fold line in each of the four corner panels of 
said sheet, two endless cords, a pair of spaced apart aper 
tures in each of the corner panels and disposed on oppo 
site sides of said diagonal fold line, each endless cord 
extending through the apertures and disposed on the in 
side of two laterally positioned corner panels on oppo 
site sides of said sheet, and a pair of spaced apart aper 
tures in the panel positioned intermediate the two corner 
panels engaged by a respective cord, said cord extending 
also through the apertures of said intermediate panel, 
the tensioning of each cord causing the two respective 
corner panels to fold outwardly along their diagonal fold 
lines and to form triangularly shaped wings, the tension 
ing of both of said cords causing the panels to rise in 
respect of the central panel and causing the wings of 
each pair of corner panels to fold one over the other 
on the outer surface of the respective intermediate panel, 
said cords when under tension engaging said respective 
wings and urging them against the outer surface of the 
respective intermediate panel. 

6. A foldable container comprising a sheet, said sheet 
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being divided into a checkerboard pattern consisting of 
three sets of three longitudinally arrayed rectangular 
panels each, two of said sets being on opposite sides of 
a central set, the four corner panels of said sheet having 
an outwardly extending diagonal fold line, fold lines be 
tween all adjacent panels, two endless cords, a pair of 
spaced apart apertures in each of those panels interme 
diate a pair of corner panels in each set, said pair of 
apertures being located near the outer edge of its respec 
tive panel, and a pair of spaced apart apertures in each 
of the corner panels, said corner panel apertures defining 
between them a line intersecting said first mentioned 
diagonal fold line in the respective corner panel, said 
apertures in said corner panels being disposed on oppo 
site sides of said diagonal fold line each of said cords 
being laced through the apertures of two corner panels 
on the inner side thereof and through the apertures of 
the panel therebetween on each side of said sheet, the 
tensioning of each of said cords causing said respective 
corner panels to fold outwardly along their diagonal fold 
lines and to form triangularly shaped wings, and to cause 
all of the panels excepting the center panel of said sheet 
to move upwardly to form a box-like structure, said 
wings being caused by the tensioning of said cords to 
fold one over the other on the outer surface of the panel 
positioned therebetween. 
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