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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 

This invention relates to a display stand for 
articles of merchandise, such, for instance, as bottles of wine or other beverages. 

It is a primary object of the present invention 
.. to prowide a dewice which will display the articles 
in such a manner that the · contents may be 
viewed, and to this end, illuminating means are 
provided to illuminate the contentS from the rear. 

It is a further object of the invention to sup 
port the articles being displayed in a rearWardly 
inclined position, so that the articles may be 
more conveniently seen as they are tipped back 
away from the position of the observer. In ac 
complishing this object, the bottles or other COn 
tainers are mounted in the edges of a pyramid 
shaped Supporting body So that they are in 
clined rearwardly along the inclined, edges of the body. 

It is a further object to provide a display stand 
which may be constantly in motion, thereby to 
attract the atteration of an observer, and for this 
purpose, T mount, the display stand for rotation 
about a wertical axis. 
* It is a, further object; to provide a display 
Stand of the character set forth, which is of 
simple construction and which can be readily 
assembled and collapsed to facilitate itS install 
lation and remoWal. 
An embodiment of the display stand of the 

present invention is illustrated in the accom 
panying drawings, but it must be understood that 
the invention is not hinited to the details . of 
construction disclosed therein and described be 
low. 

Ira the drawings, 
Figure 1 is a perspective wiew of the display 

stand with a plurality of bottles Supported there 
0lrm; ? 

Figure 2 is a wertical sectional wiew of the 
Same; 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary top plan wiew, with 
the bottles remowed; ~ 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary side elevation of one 
corner' .. of the stand, with a bottle removed. 
The display stand comprises generally a base 

['0', , a pyramid-shaped body |f , and a $upporting 
standard l2.. ''he base is made up of wertical side 
walls l3, 4, [5, {6 , which, depend from * a hori 
zontal portion ! So as · to enclose the driwing 
mechanism i8 hereafter referred to. The base 
may be made of any appropriate material, such 
aS sheet metal, cardboard, fibre board, or the 
like. ~ ? 

The main body portion lf of the display stand 
comprises side walls 20, 2, 22, 23. Bach of these 

side walls is of generally triangular Shape and 
they are hinged together at their adjacent edges 
to form substantially a pyramid. The side · Walls ~ ~ 
may conveniently be made of cardboard or the 
like and the hiihged joint may be · prowided by 
lining ? the inside of the panels with flexible ma 
terial, or by providing fabric hinge stripS ad 
jacent the joints. 
The upper end of each side may be cut away 

in a fancy design, if desired, as indicated" at 25, 
to prowide a top opening for the dewice, to permit 
the projection of light upwardly from the in 
terior of the stand, as hereinafter described. The 
Shape of the upper ends of the panel may con 
weniently be such as to form a part of the design 
of' any desired pictorial or advertising matter 
printed on the paraels, 

5 

10 ?? 

The edges of the pyramid-shaped body of the · · 
display stand are cut . away or otherwise formed 
as at 26, and the margins of the cut-out por 
tionS SerWe to receive .. and Support the bottles 
2T, 2T’, 28, 28', 29 which are to be displayed. The 
Shape. of each cut-out portion 26 is such , that a 
bottle is Snugly received therein, with the sur 
face' of the bottle in substantial contact with 
the margins of the aperture all the way around. 
Because of the angular relation of the side walls 
and the fact that the "bottles are supported in 
apertures formed at the junction of the walls, 
more than % of the Surface of each bottle will 
be exposed to wiew outside of the apertures. 
When a four-sided pyramid” is used, in fact, 
more than % of the . Surface of each bottle 
Will be exposed to wiew. In any event, a better 
display of the bottles will result by reason of the 
fact that they are supported in apertures formed 
ora the corners rather than in apertures formed 
in the plane face of a Supporting panel. When 
Wine bottles and the like are used, portions of 
the Side walls adjacent; the edge, as at '29, pro 
ject upwardly into the recess in the bottom of 
the bottle, to assist in holding the bottle in place. 
A convenient means for rotating the display 

stand and for illuminating the articles to be 
displayed is shown in Figure 2. A base plate 2 
is prOwided with an upstanding central column 
30. A lateral bracket 3l carries an electric mo 
tor l8 and a Speed reducing mechanism 32 which 
drives a pinion 33. A relatively large spur gear 
34 is journaled on the upper end of the central 
post 30, in mesh with the pinion 33, whereby a 
relatively slow rotation may be imparted thereto. 
The gear 34 is attached to the horizontal sec 
tion fill of the base f0. and thereby supports the 
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entire display stand. * Interiorly of the post B0 
there is a tube 35 which projects upwardly aboWe 
the plate ? T. The · tube carries an electric 
socket 36 and an electric light; bulb · 8l. A 

5 branch line, not shown, leads from the electric 
wires 399 for the motor up through the tube 99 
to carry electric current to the socket.96 and the 
builib. ? ~ ra operation, the · bottles to be displayed are 

0' supported in the apertures 2é adjacent the cor= 
; ners of the pyramid-shaped body. When current 
is supplied through the wire 98, the light 9l is ’ 
illuninated and the motor fö is driven, to rotate 
the entire stand. The illumination from the light 

15 projects outwardly · through the apertures and 
through the contents of the bottle to illuninate 
the wine or other contents. Since the panels are 
preferably of opague · material, the contra.st' of · 
the light shining through the bottles will be 

20 striking, and an effective display will be accon= 
plished as the bottles slowly revolve about a wer 
tical axis and pass into and out of the wiew of 
the observer. Moreover, the prowision of the 
opening at the apex of the pyramid prowides an 

26 upwardly projecting · beam of light which is an 
effective means of attracting aftention and 
which enhances the beauty of the dewice as a 
whole. '' * It must be understood that the invention is 

30 not; limited to a four-sided pyramld, as aray ap? 
propriate number of sides may be used. More 
ower, the invention is not linited to' the details 
of construction heretrofore described, but in 
cludes all dewices coming within the scope of the 

36 appended claims or their equivalents, 
I claim.: ? 
1. A display stand for a glass bottle or the like, 

comprising inclined, upwardly tapering side walls 
joined together at their edges in angular rela 

40 tion and providing a longitudinal corner, the slde 
walls adjacent; the corner being cut away to pro 
wide an opening, the edges of the opening being 
of a shape to snugly fit the surfaces of a bottle 
to Support the same in a rearWardly inclined po? 

t sition with more than % of the surface of the 
bottle exposed outside of said opening. 

2. A display stand for glass bottles or the like 
comprising side walls joined together at their 
edges and forming a body in Substantially the 

50 form of a pyramid, each of the edges' of said 
pyramid being cut away to prowide openings, the 
edges of each opening being of a shape to Snugly 
fit the Surfaces of a bottle to Support the same 
in a rearwardly inclined position with more than 

55 % of the surface of each bottle exposed outside 
of the opening ira which it is supported. 

3. A display stand for glass bottles and the like 

2,102,982 ?? 
comprising a base and upstanding side walls sup= ' ', 
ported on and confined by said base and joined ? 
together along their wertical edges in angular 
relation to form substantially a regular pyramid, ' 
the edges of Sadd pyramid belng cut away to pro? 5 
wide apertures, the margins of each aperture be= 
ing shaped to snugly fit the Surfaces of a bottle 
to support the same in aperture with more than 
% of the surface of the bottle exposed outside of 
Sald aperture. '' 10 
' 4. A display stand for glass bottles or the like 
comprising a base Supported for rotation about a, 
wertical ards, means for rotating said base, a 
pyramid shaped body supported ora and1 confined 
by said base for rotation therewith, 8add body haw- 15 
ing its edges cut away to ' prowide apertures' 
shaped to snugly fit the surfaces of the bottles to 
support each bottle in a rearwardly inclined po 
sition with more than 2% of the surface of each 
bottle exposed outside of its aperthures. 20 

15. A collapsible display stand for bottles and 
the like comprising a, base and a substantially 
pyramid shaped body formed fron sheet material ? 
side walls, said walls being &ecured along their 
edges for relative mowement to permit; collapse 25 
thereof, · said · base hawing upstanding marginal 
fianges engageable with the side Walls to prevent 
relative mowement and collapse thereof, the side 
walls being cut away adjacent; the edges of the 
pyramdd to provide openings, the edges of the 80 
openings being shaped to closely fit the surfaces 
of the bottles adapted to be supported therein 
and serving to support the bottles in a rearwardly 
'inclined position with more than % of the sur 
faces of the bottles exposed outside of the open- 85 
ing$. 

6. A display stand for wine bottles comprising ? 
a base, and a plurality of opaque, sheet material 
side walls supported on ' and confined by said 
base and joined together along thedr edges in 40 
substantially the form of a regular, four-sdded 
pyramdd, said sheet material , being cut away 
adjacent the edges of the pyramdd to prowide 
apertures, one along each draclined edge of the 
pyramid, each of said apertures being shaped to 45 
fit snugly the surfaces of a bottle to support the 
bottles on the edges of the pyramid in rear 
wardly inclined positions with a major portion 
of the Surface of each bottle exposed exteriorly 
of the pyranid and a minor portion thereof con- 50) 
ceaded within the opaque side walls, certain of 
Sald apertures being shaped differently from oth 
er apertures, whereby · differently shaped bot 
tles, adapted to contain different kinds of wine, 
nay be Supported on different edges ' of the 55 
pyr8andd. 
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