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(57) Abstract: The purpose of the present invention is to provide a pattern
matching apparatus or the like that highly accurately performs pattern match -
ing with respect to an image that includes a plurality of regions having differ-
ent kinds of features, such as a pattern image that includes a plurality of lay-
ers. In order to achieve the above-mentioned purpose, this invention pro -
poses a pattern matching apparatus that performs pattern matching on a tar-
get image using a template that is formed on the basis of design data or a
picked up image. In the pattern matching apparatus, pattern matching is per-
formed with respect to a first target image using a first template that includes
a plurality of different target patterns, a second target image is generated on
the basis of the first target image by removing information of a region that
includes a specified pattern, and a degree of similarity between the second
target image and a second template that includes pattern information other
than the information of the specified pattern is determined.
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