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(57) Abstract: A drive device for semiconductor ele-
ment comprises: a drive circuit for driving a semicon-

ductor element constituting a power conversion device;
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an alarm generation circuit for generating an alarm sig-
nal having a pulse width depending on a protective ele-
ment in response to the output from a detection circuit

that detects information required for the protective op-

eration of the semiconductor element; an output circuit
for external output of the alarm signal at a prescribed

level; a protection release circuit for generating a pro-

tection release signal over a prescribed period in re-

sponse to the inverted output from a drive suspension
signal generation circuit that suspends the driving of
the semiconductor element by the drive circuit in re-

sponse to the output from the detection circuit, and the
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output from the alarm generation circuit; and an output
control circuit for modifying the signal output level
from the output circuit in accordance with the protect-
ive release signal.
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