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6 Clains. 
This invention relates to stage settings and 

has for One of its purposes to provide a compact 
structure which may be unfolded into a suc 
cession of scenes composed of a back Wall and 
two side walls, with the scene sections forming 
the back Wall of one scene adapted to SWing 
forward and form the side walls of a Succeeding 
scene. The scene sections are assembled in two 
groups, those of each group being hinged to 
gether like the leaves of a book and SO posi 
tioned that the free ends of the Scene Sections 
of the respective groups may meet in a vertical 
line to form the halves of a back Wall of one 
scene from which position they may be SWung 
forward on their hinges to form Opposite side 
Walls of another Scene. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

in combination with Such hinged Scene Sec 
tions foldable properties or additional Scene ele 
ments attached to adjacent faces of said Scene 
sections which when said faces are contiguous 
will lie folded flat between them and when said 
scene sections are swung apart from each other 
said properties or scene elements will unfold and 
assume a practicable form as a part of the stage 
setting. 
A further object of my invention is to pro 

vide one, and preferably a pair of rotatable plat 
forms which, with each change of Scene caused 
by the pivotal movement of a pair of Scene 
sections from a position where they form the 
back wall of a scene to positions where they form 
the side walls of a scene, will provide means for 
translating various scene objects from a posi 
tion behind the scenes to their proper positions 
in the Scene. 

Still a further object of my invention is to pro 
vide such a stage setting in which the change of 
scenery and properties may be conducted ex 
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peditiously without the necessity of dropping the 
curtain and at the same time produce a novel and 
pleasing effect upon the audience. 

Further objects and advantages of my inven 
tion will be apparent from the following descrip 
tion of it taken in connection with the annexed 
drawings in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view 
embodying my invention. 

Fig. 2 is similar to Fig. 1, but shows the stage 
setting in the course of transformation from one 
scene to another. 

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the stage setting shown 
in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 is a view on line-4-4 of Fig. 3. 

of a stage setting 

(CI. 272-22) 
Fig. 5 is a plan view showing the hinged mount 

ing of one assemblage of scene Sections. 
Fig. 6 is a plan view of two adjacent hinged 

scene sections showing a folded Scene element at 
tached to their opposite sides. 
The stage setting of my invention is one provid 

ing for a succession of Scenes each composed gen 
erally of a back wall, two side walls and a floor 
portion. The floor portion may be of permanent 
construction forming the stage proper of a theatre 
or may consist of a supplementary floor that may 
conveniently rest upon the ordinary stage of a 
theatre as shown in the drawings. 

Referring to Fig. 1, is the floor of a stage 
setting testing upon the floor of the stage of a 
theatre. The floor C consists in part of two 
rotatable ring-shaped platforms 2 and 3 of sub 
stantial width lying flush with the surface of 
the remainder of the fioor and provided with 
casters á whereby they may ride on the floor 

being guided in a circular movement by the 
contiguous edges of the remainder of the floor. O. 
A series of rollers such as 5 mounted at the ir 
side and outside edges of the platforms obviate 
friction between the said contiguous edges. These 
rotatable platforms are preferably so positioned 
and of such size that they are more or less tangent 
to each other at the median line of the back Wall 
of the stage setting and extend forward on the 
stage to a position near the front at each side 
thereof. These rotatable platforms are thus 
adapted to translate from behind the scenes and 
place in position in the Scene various properties 
and other objects appropriate for the scene and 
translate then Out of the Scene to a position be 
hind the side walls of the stage setting. 
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The scene Sections which in accordance With 
my invention are adapted to form successively 
the back wall and side walls of a number of scenes 
consists of two complementary assemblages of 
scene sections numbered 6 to 25 and 6' to 25, 
both inclusive, pivotally mounted near the centers 
of rotation of the rotatable platforms 2 and 3. 
These scene sections may consist of a suitable 
framework of Wood, Over both sides of Which are 
Secured layers of canvas upon which may be de 
picted any appropriate scene, and are of the type 
commonly known as "flats'. The scene sections 
of each assemblage are each rigidly secured along 
one edge to a longitudinal upright support 26 
which is of somewhat greater width than the 
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thickness of said scene Sections, thus providing 
a space between them to accommodate the fold. 
able properties or scene elements hereinafter de 
scribed. These supports 26 are joined to each is 
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8, each of a scene section conforming in size to the 
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other by hinges 27 thus permitting the said scene 
sections to be opened and closed similarly to the 
leaves of a book. Each of the hinged assemblages 
is secured in an upright position to the floor 0 
of the stage setting by suitable braces 28 and are 
So positioned that when placed With the scene 
sections of the respective assemblages in substan 
tially the same planes their free edges will be 
contiguous to each other and form a Series of 
back Walls for the stage Setting and by SWinging 
them for Ward in pairs a Subsequent back Wall 
Will be disclosed while those SWung forward may 
occupy positions forming the side walls of the 
scene. The scenic representations depicted on the 
sides of the Scene sections should be such that the 
rear face of each Scene Section Will conform. With 
the front faces of the next succeeding pair of 
Scene sections to form corresponding side walls 
and back walls of the particular scene intended. 
Suitable handles 29 project from the back of the 
supports 26 to enable the operators to move the 
individual scene sections on the said hinges with 
out being seen by the audience. 
The Vertical line in which the Several pairs of 

Scene sections meet to form a back wall is not 
Constinuous but the said scene sections are cut 
aWay in their lower portions as at 30 to form an 
opening in the center of the back Wall corre 
Sponding in extent to the Width of the rotatable 
platforms 2 and 3 and of sufficient height to 
enable the Selected properties or scene objects on 
the platforms 2 and 3 to pass through. A Se 
ries of closure members such as 3, 3, 32, 32', 
33 and 33' for each of these openings consists 

respective cut away portions and are mounted 
in an upright position on each of the said ro 
tatable platforms 2 and 3 and may be brought 
into position by the rotation of the platforms to 
fill said openings in the scene sections according 
ly as a pair of Scene Sections is positioned to Con 
stitute eithel the back Wall of a scene or the side 
Walls of a Successive Scene. It is obvious, how 
ever, that these closure scene Sections should be 
disposed on the platforms at a circular distance 
from each other conforming to the circular dis 
tance to which the pair of Scene sections are 
swung from a position where they constitute the 
back wall of a scene to a position where they con 
stitute the side walls thereof. This may be read 
ily understood by reference to Figs. 1 and 2. Fig. 
1 shows an outdoor Scene, the back Wall of which 
is formed by the scene sections 7 and ' While 
the side walls are formed of scene sections 6 
and 6'. The cut out portions in scene Sections 

and ’ are closed by the closure Scene Sections 
32 and 32', the front sides of which bear the rep 
resentation of iron gates painted On an Opaque 
background which may be the representation of 
a landscape. Similarly, the cut-out portions of 
scene sections 6 and 6' are closed by the clo 
sure scene sections 3 and 3', on the rear Side 
of which may be depicted On an opaque back 
ground, for example, an iron gate and a Wooden 
door respectively. Fig. 2 shows scene sections 7 
and 7 in the course of being SWung forward to 
form the side walls of the next scene With scene 
sections 6 and 6' forming the back wall there 
of. It will be noted that this succeeding Scene 
will be that of an interior, the cut-out portions of 
scene sections 8 and 8' forming the opening of 
a double door to be filled by the closure Scene Sec 
tions 33 and 33' bearing on their front sides the 
representation of a pair of doors and carried by 
the rotatable platforms into registry with said 

2,182,757 
opening. At the same time the closure scene sec 
tions 32 and 32' bearing on their respective rear 
sides the representation of a single door or a 
continuation of the pattern of the side walls On 
the rear sides of Scene sections 7 and fl' are car 
ried forward and around to close the openings in 
scene sections f and 7. These closure scene 
sections, when they are to represent doors Or 
gates, may be pivotally mounted on the rotatable 
platforms 2 and 3 and thus function as prac 
ticable doors and gates if so desired in accordance 
With the character of the particular scene. 

It is to be noted that the rotatable platforms 
2 and 3 move independently of the Scene Sec 

tions 6 to 25 and 6' to 25' inclusive, thus per 
mitting the use of a large number of pairs of 
scene sections with rotatable platforms of limited 
diameters, since closure scene sections on the 
platforms may be removed and different Ones 
substituted in the region behind the scenes. 
In addition to the closure scene Sections, vari 

ous other properties, such as the garden Wall 35 
and the bench 36, forming part of the entire scene 
may be arranged on the platforms behind the 
scenes so that with each change of scene made 
by swinging forward a pair of scene sections the 
other properties or scene objects required for the 
scene are simultaneously brought into their de 
sired positions in the scene in Substitution for 
those occupying positions on the floor in the pre 
ceding scene. By my invention there is thus ob 
viated the necessity of first clearing the stage of 
the properties of one scene to make room for 
those which will replace them in the next scene 
or to allow a pair of scene sections to Swing freely 
from a back wall position to a side Wall position, 
which for obvious reasons would require a lower 
ing of the curtain between scenes. On the Con 
trary the change of the entire scene may be made 
in full view of the audience, thus producing a 
novel and pleasing effect upon them. If desired 
the performers in the next scene may ride into 
the scene upon the rotatable platforms. 
Secured to the opposite faces of the adjacent 

scene sections are strips 34 of a suitable flexible 
material such as canvas to cover the open hinged 
joints to prevent the openings from being visible 
to the audience and giving an appearance of 
continuity to the back wall and side walls where 
that portion is visible to the audience. 

Also secured to the opposite sides of adjacent 
scene sections are appropriate foldable scene ele 
ments which may be of any design in keeping With 
the particular scene and give an added effect to 
what otherwise might be a bare and sharp in 
terior corner. These foldable Scene elements may 
consist, for instance, in an extension of the foliage 
of a tree mounted between scene sections f 6 and 
fi, or a projecting portion of a building mounted 
between scene sections 6' and 7", or may con 
sist Of properties Such as a corner cabinet in an 
interior room. Scene. These Scene elements are 
composed of a plurality of flat members hinged 
together and attached to opposite sides of two 
adjacent scene sections so that when said scene 
Sections lie close together, they Will fold flat 
and Occupy the Small Space between them pro 
vided for by the greater width of the supports 26 
herein before referred to and when One of Said 
adjacent Scene sections is swung away at an angle 
from the other So as to constitute the side Wall of 
a scene, these scene elements will be unfolded 
the desired extent to form the particular object 
it may be designed to have it do. For instance, 
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the Said scene element representing the extension 7s. 
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2,182,757 
of the foliage of a tree is composed of four flat 
pieces hinged together along the lines 38, 39, 40 
and 4 and is hingedly attached to scene sections 
6 and along the lines 42 and 43 and by rela 

tive movement of said pieces on their respective 
hinges caused by the pivotal movement of Scene 
section f towards scene section 6 said scene 
element is folded so that the said four flat pieces 
composing it will lie together in Substantially 
parallel plane between said Scene Sections as in 
dicated in Fig. 2 while a reverse relative move 
ment between said Scene sections will cause said 
four pieces to unfold and assume a three dimen 
Sional form of the foliage of the tree shown in 
Fig. 1. Again, Said scene element representing a 
projecting portion of a building is composed of 
eight flat pieces hinged together along the lines 
44, 45, 46, 4, 48, 49, 59, 5 and 52 and is hingedly 
attached to sections 6' and i' along the lines 
53 and 54 and relative movement of said pieces 
on their respective hinges caused by the pivotal 
movement of scene section 7' towards scene sec 
tion 6', said scene element is folded so that the 
Said eight flat pieces composing it will lie to 
..gether in Substantially parallel planes between 
said scene sections as indicated in Fig. 2 while a 
reverse relative movement between said Scene sec 
tions will cause said eight pieces to unfold and 
assume a three dimentional form of the project 
ing portion of a building shown in Fig. 1. 

It is to be understood that my invention is in 
no Wise restricted to the embodiments illustrated 
Or referred to, but that modifications may be 
made without departing from the spirit or sacri 
ficing any of the advantages of my invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. A stage setting comprising a plurality of as 

Semblages each composed of a plurality of scene 
Sections each rigidly attached along one edge to 
a separate vertical Support, a plurality of hinges 
connecting said supports, said assemblages being 
SO disposed that the scene Sections of one as 
semblage may all lie in substantially the same 
planes as the Scene sections of another of said. 
assemblages With their free edges contiguous to 
the free edges of the respective scene Sections of 
Said other assemblage and are adapted to be 
moved angularly therefrom. 

2. A stage setting comprising a floor, a plu 
rality of rotatable platforms mounted in said 
floor adapted to support and translate scene ob 
jects, a plurality of assemblages each composed 
of a plurality of scene Sections pivotally connected 
together and mounted on said floor with their 
axes of rotation located adjacent the axes of ro 
tation of said platforms and adapted for rotation 
independently of said platforms, said assemblages 
being so disposed that the scene Sections of One 
assemblage may lie in Substantially the Same 

planes as the scene sections of another of said 
assemblages, said scene sections having cut-out 
portions to permit scene objects carried on said 
platforms to pass therethrough. 

3. A stage setting comprising a floor, a plu 
rality of rotatable platforms mounted in said 
floor and adapted to support and translate scene 
objects, a plurality of assemblages each composed 
of a plurality of scene sections pivotally con 
nected together and mounted on said floor with 
their axes of rotation located adjacent the axes 
of rotation of said platforms and adapted for 
rotation independently of said platforms, said 
assemblages being so disposed that the scene sec 
tions of one assemblage may lie in substantially 
the same planes as the scene sections of another 
of Said assemblages, said scene sections having 
cut-out portions to permit scene objects carried 
On said platforms to pass therethrough, means 
located rearwardly of Said, assemblages for piv 
Ctally moving said scene sections, and a foldable 
Scene element attached to opposite sides of two 
adjacent Scene sections, 

4. In a stage setting, a foor, a rotatable plat 
form mounted in said floor and adapted to sup 

Scene Sections mounted on said floor, said scene 
Sections having cut-out portions to permit scene 
objects carried on said platform to pass there 
through, and closure scene sections mounted on 
Said platform conforming to said cut-out portions. 

form mounted in said floor and adapted to sup 
port and translate scene objects, a plurality of 
scene sections pivotally connected together and 
mounted on said floor, said scene sections having 
cut-out portions to permit scene objects carried 
on said platform to pass therethrough, and 
closure Scene sections mounted on said platform. 
conforming to said cut-out portions. 

6. A stage setting comprising a floor, a plu 
rality of rotatable platforms mounted in said floor 
and adapted to support and translate scene ob 
jects, a plurality of assemblages each composed 
of a plurality of scene sections pivotally con 
nected together and mounted on said floor with 
their axes of rotation located adjacent the axes 
of rotation of said platforms and adapted for ro 
tation independently of said platforms, said as 
Semblages being SO disposed that the scene sec 
tions of one assemblage may lie in substantially 
the same planes as the scene sections of another 
of said assemblages, said scene sections having 
cut-out portions to permit scene objects carried 
on Said platforms to pass therethrough, and 
closure scene sections mounted on said platforms 
conforming to said cut-out portions. 

EDWARD GBER, 

5. In a stage setting, a floor, a rotatable plat 
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