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of the blows which are directed to the front as well as 
to the sides of the knee and protect the latter. The blows 
are also deflected by the convexity of the outer surface 
of kneepad 10 to further eliminate the possibility of in 
jury to the wearer of the kneepad. 

It is contemplated that kneepad 10 will have partic 
ular utility in protecting the football players, and the 
kneepad 10 may be installed in the pocket provided for 
kneepads in conventional football pants 42. Since con 
ventional kneepads are not provided with the sidepieces 
30 for protecting the sides of the knee, an opening (not 
shown) in the side seam 44 of the football pants may be 
provided to permit the extension of the sidepieces 30 
rearwardly of the same 44 as illustrated in FIG. 2. 

It should be noted that the increased protection which 
is provided by kneepad 10 for the knee joints and partic 
ularly for the sides thereof, is achieved without any sub 
stantial reduction in the freedom of movement available 
at the knee joint. Even though the sidepieces 30 are 
yieldably biased toward the sides of the knee joint by the 
resilient material of band 16, the normal hinge movement 
of the knee joint is not impaired in any way. The position 
of band 16 across the kneecap permits flexing of the 
upper and lower portions 28 and 32 of material 24 to 
accommodate the bending action which occurs at the knee 
joint. 

Although kneepad 10 may be utilized by football 
players, it is also contemplated that it will be particularly 
advantageous in protecting the vulnerable knee joints of 
any one who may be engaged in activities which are cal 
culated to produce blows directed toward the knee joints. 
Accordingly, the reference specifically to football players 
made in this description should not be taken as limiting the 
applicability of this invention in any way. 

Having thus described the invention, what is claimed 
as new and desired to be secured by Letters Patent is: 

1. A unitary kneepad comprising: 
a pair of spaced-apart, opposed, concavo-convex, rela 

tively hard plates each provided with a concave in 
ner face having a cushion thereon for engagement 
with opposite sides of a wearer's knee, said plates 
having conveX outer faces for deflecting blows di 
rected toward the knee, said plates being sufficiently 
large to completely cover the sides of said knee; 

a resilient band rigidly secured to each of said plates 
and interconnecting said plates for clamping the 
cushions against said sides of the knee; 

said band being adapted for disposition across the knee 
cap; and 
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4. 
a unitary outer pad of yieldable material completely 

covering said plates and extending therebetween over 
Said band, said pad extending upwardly and down 
wardly beyond the band for disposition above and 
below the kneecap, whereby to shield the knee from 
frontal blows. 

2. A pad for protecting the knee of an athlete, said 
pad comprising: 

a unitary member of pliable material, said member 
being generally shaped in the form of a cross and 
having a central portion and a pair of wing portions 
integral with the central portion and projecting from 
opposite sides thereof, said wing portions being bent 
back Substantially normal to the main plane of said 
central portion rendering said material generally U 
shaped in tranverse cross-sectional configuration; 

a pair of concavo-convex, rigid plates, each plate be 
ing Secured to the inner surface of a corresponding 
one of said wing portions with the concave surface 
of each of said plates being disposed in spaced, fac 
ing relationship to the other of said plates; 

a cushion of resilient material for each plate respective 
ly, each cushion being firmly secured to the concave 
surface of its corresponding plate; 

means interconnecting said plates for urging the plates 
toward one another; 

a unitary lining of yieldable material covering said 
plates, said cushions and said yieldable means, said 
lining having a shape similar to said member; 

stitching interconnecting said member and said lining, 
said Stitching extending substantially along the entire 
periphery of said pad; and 

means Securing the yieldable means to said member and 
to Said lining for preventing relative movement be 
tween said plates and said yieldable means. 
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