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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, Jose PH M. WooD, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Al 
bion, in the county of Dane and State of Wis 
consin, have invented a new and useful 
Holder for Tobacco-Laths, of which the fol lowing is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

holders for tobacco-laths, the objects in view 
being to provide a cheap and simple device 
adapted to be applied to either the vertical 
or under sides of joists in smoke-houses or 
rooms or to any other suitable horizontal or 
vertical support and to conveniently (and in 
accordance with the height of the person 
stripping the tobacco) support the laths after 
the tobacco is dried and during the stripping Operation thereof. 
Various other objects and advantages of 

the invention will hereinafter appear, and the 
novel features thereof will be particularly 
pointed out in the claims. 
Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a per 

Spective view of a tobacco-holder constructed 
in accordance with my invention, the same 
being shown in operative position. Fig. 2 is 
a detail in perspective of one of the holding 
members. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal section 
thereof. 
Like numerals of reference indicate like 

parts in all the figures of the drawings. 
In practicing my invention I employ a pair 

of what I will herein term “lath-supporting 
members or supports,' and as they are but 
duplicates in construction a description of 
one will suffice for both. 

i designates an inverted- L-shaped secur 
ing-plate, which is provided both at its upper 
horizontal portion and its lower depending 
vertical portion with a pair of screw-holes 2, 
whereby the plate is adapted by passing the 
screws through the upper holes to be secured 
to the lower horizontal or under side of a 
joist or beam of a building or bypassing the 
screws through the lower holes to be secured 
to the vertical side thereof, as may be most 
desirable and convenient. Near its lower end 
the plate is further provided with a centrally 
located hole 3, through which a pivot-bolt 4 
passes, and is provided at its outer end with 
a clamping thumb-screw 5. A metal strap or 

arm 6 is perforated and at its upper end re 
ceives the screw 4, whereby it becomes piv 
oted to the aforesaid inverted-L-shaped se 
curing-plate, and through the medium of the 
clamping thumb-nut it will be obvious that 
the strap may be laterally swung to any an 
gle and secured rigidly at such point, as in 
dicated in dotted lines in Fig. 1. The lower 
end of the strap is provided with a pair of 
opposite inwardly-turned keepers 8 and be 
tween its ends with a series of perforations 
or adjusting-holes, or, as I prefer and as here 
in shown, with a longitudinal slot 10. A per 
foration 11 is formed in the upper end of a 
depending hanger-strap 12, which is mounted 
for longitudinal movement between the keep 
ers 8, and through the perforation and slot of 
the straps is passed a bolt 13, the same being 
provided with a clamping thumb-nut 14, which 
may be run down upon the screw, and thus 
serve to lock the hanger-strap at any point 
along the strap 7. The lower end of the 
hanger-strap is given a quarter-twist, as at 
14, and is inclined slightly at an angle and 
beyond the twist bent over and upon itself 
to form a supporting-hook 15. This com 
pletes the construction of one of the holders, 
and the two, as will be readily surmised, are 
arranged opposite each other and suspended 
from a ceiling, joist, or other suitable support. 
The tobacco-holding laths 17 are mounted in 
the hooks, and by a proper adjustment 
through the medium of the clamping-nuts 
and adjusting-bolts may be raised and low 
ered or swung to any desired angle for the 
purpose of accommodating the same to the 
convenient reach of the tobacco-stripper. In 
this manner it will be seen that I avoid the 
second handling of the tobacco-that is, in 
removing the same from the laths or sticks 
and subsequently stripping from the stems 
and, furthermore, that in lieu thereof the to 
bacco is stripped directly from the sticks or 
laths and both hands of the operator are free 
for use. When the device is not in use, it 
may be swung up out of the way and opera 
tive position. 
Having described my invention, what II 

claim is 
1. A holder for tobacco-laths, having a se 

curing-plate for attachment to a joist, wall, or 
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other support, and a hanger pivotally con 
nected to said securing-plate and comprising 
two relatively-adjustable sections arranged to 
slide upon each other and slotted to receive a 
securing-bolt, the lower section being pro 
vided at its lower end with a hook to engage 
the tobacco-slat, substantially as specified. 

2. A holder for tobacco-laths, having an 
inverted- L-shaped securing-plate for attach 
ment to a joist, wall, &c., and having a per 
foration in its vertical portion, a hanger-stra 
comprising two relatively-adjustable sections, 
the lower of which is provided at its lower 
end with a lath-holding hook and the upper 
of which is provided with a perforation to 
register with that in the securing-plate, and 
an adjusting-bolt engaging said registering 
perforations and provided with a tightening 
nut, whereby the hanger-strap may be locked 
at any desired inclination or angular adjust 
ment, substantially as specified. 

3. In a holder for tobacco-laths, the combi 
nation, with a stationary securing-plate, of a 
jointed hanger-strap pivotally connected to 
said securing-plate and comprising relatively 
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adjustable upper and lower sections, the up 
per section being slotted and provided at its 
lower extremity with keepers and the lower 
section being slotted, fitting in said keepers 
and provided with a lath-supporting hook, 
and the clamping-bolt engaging said slots, 
substantially as specified. - 

4. In a tobacco-lath holder, the combina 
tion, with a securing-plate, of a hanger-strap 
pivotally connected to a vertical portion of 
said plate by means of a clamping-bolt and 
having its lower end twisted at right angles 
and bent upon itself to form a lath-Support 
ing hook, whereby said strap may be clamped 
at any desired inclination, its width being 
parallel with the direction of the strain, sub 
stantially as specified. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

JOSEPH M. WOOD. 

Witnesses: 
BARTON EDWARDS, 
ELIZABETH EDWARDS. 
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