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Patented Feb. 27, 1923. 1,447,159 
PA TENT oFFICE. 

TALLIEGEORGETHOMAS, OF wATERLoo, IowA. 
BIBoARD CONSTRUCTION. 

Application filed July 6, 1922, serial No. 573,126. . 
To all'ushom, it may concerni: 
Beit known that I, TATLEGEORGE 

THovLAs, a citizen of the United States of 
America, and a resident of Waterloo, Black 
hawk County, Iowa, have invented certain 
new and useful Fmprovements in Billboard 
Constru?tions; of which the following is a 
specificatiori. - , 
My invention relatestò improvements in 

bil-board construction, and an object of my 
improvementSistó furnish means for unit 
ing sections' ófabillboard to keep their ap proximatéd edges and margins inalinement 
and from warping orother irregularities; 
andariother object isto effect animproved 
combination between disassemblablé parts, 
whereby a strong and sightly structure is 
producéd.' : . 

These dbjécts häve béen accomplished by 
o thé meahswhich, arè héréinafter described 
and claimed, and which areillustrated in the accompanying drawings, in which Fig1is 
a perspective front elevation of a framed 
sectionäl billboard of my improved, con 
struction, and Fig. 2 is a horizontal section 
thereof. Fig. 3 is an end elevation thereof. 
Fig. 4 is a perspective detail, taRenfrom the rear, of thé upper éörner cónstruétion, and 
Fig. 5 is a perspective detail, taken from the 
front, of said corner construction as disas 
sembled. Fig. 6 is an enlarged sectional de 
tail, showing the T-bar uniting means for 
alined bill-board sections. Fig. 7 is a per 
spective view of one of said T-bars. 

I have shown in said Fig. 1 a bill-board 
Such as is constructed for outdoor use, but 
the constructive details of my invention may 
be adopted and employed for similar struc 
tures of any kind, and with considerable va 
riation or modifications, without departing 
from the principles of the invention. 
Avery essential feature of this invention 

is the sectional construction thereof, espe 
cially of the bill-board proper, which con 
sists of a plurality of planar bodies posi 
tioned in a single planeto present to the 
front a Smooth plane surface to receive bills 
or display lettering or illustrations of any 
kind, and in which these sections or planar 
bodies are united at their abutting edges or 
clampingly held at their adiacent margins 
by means of T-bars or the like, which will 
maintain these margins in the same plane, 
keep them from warping or developing ir 
regularities. - 

he panels 11 may be constructed of 

matched boarding either with or without 
a sheathing of thin metal plate, or the panels 
may be made of fiber board or entirely of 
metal or other substance if desired. ftis 
otten difficult tò prevent the approximated 
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dges and marginal parts of these panels from Warpingor developing irregularities 
When unitedor broughttogether and my improved uniting means is designed to pre 
Vent this inconvenience and unsightliness. 
The numeral 13 denotes the medialweb of a 
-bar having the usual oppositely disposed 

flanges 14, and a number of transverseholes 
15 are provided in said web. , 
For the purposes of this invention, the 

T-baris preferably constructed of a strip 
of thin metal which is bent and shapedinto 
a T-bar as illustrated in said Fig. 7. This 
assures sufficient strength and rigidity while 
the flanges 14 whichoverlap the adiacent 
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margins of approximated panels 11 Will be 
of Slight thickness Soas notto conspicuously 
interrupt the planarity of the bill-board sur 
face. The Web. 13 is wide énough to project 
beyond the rearsurface of the panels 1ito 
clear the holes 15. In the construction of a 
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bill-board, as manypanels 11 may be used 
as necessary to produce a sign of there 
quired length, and as assembled and united 
by the T-bars, they are mounted at their 
peripheraledges on the mitredjoint framing 
boards 9 and 19, and the latter may be wholly 
or partially covered in front by molding 
strips 12 likewise having coincident mitre 
joints 10 at the corners or other mitred 
joints intermediate theirlengths when these 
membersare sectional. Said framing is de 
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tachably Secured at its opposite ends to 
standards 2 of channeled shape and beneath 
a top board 8, while an ornamental finial 5 
may be mounted upon the upper surface of 
each end of the board 8 above each stand 
ard 2. 

Referring to Figs. 4 and 5, each outer end 
board of said standards may have near its 
top and bottom in its rear edge a rectangular 
notch 7 and horizontal connecting bars 6 
may have their ends mounted and secured in 
said notchesto brace and strengthen the 
structure. Metal rods 16 are passed through 
the holes 15 in the webs 13 of said T-bars 
horizontally to be back of the rear surfaces 
of the panels 11 and to traverse alined holes 
in the end boards of the standards 2, the 
ends of the rods being terminally twisted or 
otherwise secured to the end boards under 
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tension to clamp said T-bars with their 
flanges 14 in close contact with the front 
faces of said panels. 

Vertical struts 18 may connect the cross 
bars 6 in the rear of and contacting with 
said web 13 as supporting backing therefor. 

Fig. 5 displays the method of connecting 
the corner parts of the framing, as disasSem 
bled eitherbefore orafter uniting them to 
said standards. 

In Fig. 3 is shown an improved construc 
tional means for supporting said bill-board 
structure upon and securing it to the ground 
underneath when placed out-of-doors. A 
post 1 basits lower part embedded in the 
ground with its upper part extending into 
the hollow of the standard 2. A base-bar 4 ispositioned flatly upon the ground medially 
crossing the outer end of the standard 2 and 
connected to the latter and to the post by 
braces 3 and screws or bolts or any desired 
fastening means. This creates a supporting 
means calculated to resist any ordinary Wind 
pressure or other shocks, while holding the 
bill-board as a whole in a permanent and 
rigid state. - 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is: 

1. In a bill-board, planar elements ar 
ranged in a single plane with certain abut 
ting edges spaced apart, a T-bar having its 
flanges overlapping contactingly the adja 
cent margins of said elements with its web 
passed through their interspace to project 
therebeyond, the projecting portion of the 
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web having transverse orifices and rods 
passed through said orifices, carried across 
said elements and terminally secured to fixed 
supports under endwise tension to clamp the 
T-bar upon said elements. 

2. In a bill-board, planar elements ar 
ranged in a single plane, a rigid facing-strip 
secured thereonto contactingly covertheir 
adiacent marginal parts, a sectional frame 
mounted about said elements having fitting 
mitred joints, standards, and means for re leasably fastening said frame and planar 
elements upon said standards. 

3. In a bill-board, planar elements ar 
ranged in a single plane, means for con 
necting their abutting edges together, a 
frame for said assembled elements, standards 
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upon which said frame and planar elements 
are mounted removably, and basal supports 
for Said standards, each comprising a post 
for insertion into the ground, a base-bar sup 
ported upon the ground surface, and braced 
connections between said base-bar and the 
adiacent standard and post. . , , 

4. In a bill-board, planar elements ar 
ranged in a single plane, means for retaining 
their adiacent margins in said plane, a fram 
ing for said elements composed of parts fit 
ted together with mitred joints, supporting 
members connected to the end parts of said 
framing, and cross-ties in the rear of said 
elements end-connected to said supporting 
members. - , - , 
Signed at Waterloo, Iowa, this 28th day 

of June, 1922. , 
TALLIE GEORGE THOMAS. 
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