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The present invention relates to a combined ski boot 
press and carrying case. 

It is one object of the present invention to provide 
a combined ski boot press and carrying case wherein a 
hood covers a pair of ski boots mounted in side-by-side 
relationship on a platform and permits the boots to be 
conveniently carried and set down in an upright position. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a combined ski boot press and carrying case wherein a 
hood not only covers the boots and thus protects them, 
but also permits ventilation of the boots mounted therein 
both while they are drying and when they are being stored 
with the hood covering the boots. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

a combined ski boot press and carrying case wherein a 
hood which overlies the boots mounted on a platform 
includes a concealed compartment conveniently overly 
ing the toes of the boots for carrying ski accessories. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

a ski boot press having a unique clamping arrangement 
which permits a single clamp to securely clamp one 
end of each of a pair of boots, each of which is of a 
different length. Other objects and attendant advantages 
of the present invention will readily be perceived here 
after. 
The present invention relates to an improved combined 

ski boot press and carrying case comprising a rigid plat 
form of sufficient width to receive a pair of ski boots 
in side-by-side relationship, first clamping means for 
securing the heels of the boots to said platform, Second 
clamping means for securing the toes of said boots to 
said platform, a hood for covering said boots, fastening 
means for detachably securing said hood to said platform 
in overlying relationship relative to boots mounted there 
on, ventilation means for permitting circulation of air 
within said hood when said hood is secured to said plat 
form, a handle mounted on said hood in opposition to 
said platform to thereby permit said boots to be carried 
in an upright position, a compartment in said hood over 
lying the top of said ski boots for receiving skiing acces 
sories, and means for securing ski poles to said case. In 
addition the present invention includes a unique arrange 
ment for securing the boots to the platform in an ex 
tremely simple manner. The present invention will be 
more fully understood when the following portions of 
the specification are read in conjunction with the ac 
companying drawings wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the combined ski 

boot press and carrying case of the present invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a perspective view showing the hood 

portion partially detached from the platform; 
FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary perspective view showing 

the manner in which the toe and heel clamps are aligned 
and the manner in which the toe clamps are mounted 
on the platform; 
FIGURE 4 is a cross sectional view taken substan 

tially along line 4-4 of FIGURE 3; 
FIGURE 5 is a view taken substantially along line 

5-5 of FIGURE 1; and 
FIGURE 6 is a view showing the accessory compart 

ment and taken substantially along line 6-6 of FIG 
URE 4. 
The combined ski boot press and carrying case 10 of 
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2 
the present invention includes a platform 11 consisting 
of a wooden board 12 covered by a sheet of plastic or 
the like 13 which is suitably folded around the edges and 
tacked to the underside as at 14. Alternatively the plat 
form 11 may be fabricated from sheet metal which has 
been suitably formed to enhance its rigidity. 
A heel clamp 14 is secured at one end of platform 11 

and includes an angle shaped bracket 15 having apertures 
therein which loosely receive the stems i6 (FIG. 3) of 
bolts 17. Wing nuts 18 are mounted on stems 16. As 
can be seen from FIGURE 4, the heel of each ski boot 
22 is located under horizontal portion 21 and wing nuts 
are tightened to firmly clamp the heels of boots 22 to 
platform 11, the rounded rear ends 23 of boots 22 fitting 
within concave cut-outs 25. - 
The boots 22 are placed in side-by-side relationship 

and the toes are clamped to platform 11 by toe clamp 
26 consisting of angle bracket 27 having a centrally 
located aperture therein (not numbered) which loosely 
receives the stem 28 (FIG. 3) of bolt 29 extending up 
wardly through platform 11. Wing nut 30 is mounted on 
stem 28. Toe clamp 26 can pivot on stem 28 and there 
fore if there is any variation in the length of each of the 
ski boots, the portions of the bracket 27 on opposite 
sides of stem 28 will automatically grasp them properly. 
The rounded toes of the ski boots are accommodated by 
concave cut-outs 26 in bracket 27. 
A piece of rubber tubing 31 is mounted on stem 28 

and is located between the horizontal upper portion of 
angle 27 and the top 20 of platform 11. A piece of rubber 
tubing 19 is mounted on each stem 16 and is positioned 
between the upper surface 20 of platform 11 and the 
horizontal arm 21 of angle 15. Thus, by tightening of the 
various wing nuts until the rubber tubing is placed in 
compression, the brackets may be held firmly against 
movement when shoes are not mounted on the platform. 
Further in the event the soles of the shoes are of less 
thickness than the length of the tubing, the latter can 
compress when the wing nuts 18 and 30 are tightened to 
clamp the soles of the shoes. 
Toe clamp 26 may be moved back and forth along 

platform 14 to accommodate ski boots of different lengths 
by virtue of the fact that the stem 28 of bolt 29 is located 
within slot 32 in platform 11. It can readily be appreciated 
that if toe clamp 26 is moved as an entirety toward heel 
clamp 14, it will accommodate shorter ski boots and as 
it is moved away from it, it will accommodate longer 
ski boots. 

It will be appreciated that wet ski boots can be con 
veniently clamped onto platform 11 in the foregoing 
manner for drying, and as will appear hereafter can be 
conveniently carried and stored. 
A hood 33 which is fabricated from a suitable flexible 

plastic sheet material is provided. This hood consists of 
a pair of side panels 34 which are stitched to panel 35 
forming the top 36 and ends 37 of the hood. One end 
panel 37 (FIG. 4) has its lower portion 38 suitably se 
cured to the undersurface 39' of platform 11, as by tacks 
or staples, so that the hood as an entirety can assume a 
position such as shown in FIG. 2 wherein it permits the 
shoes to be exposed, but is not detached from platform 
12. 
The lower edges of side panels 34 and end 37 adja 

cent toe clamp 26 have snap fastener members 38 
mounted thereon which mate with members 39 secured 
to the edges of the platform so that when the fasteners 
38 and 39 are snapped together the combined ski press 
and carrying case assumes the condition shown in FIG 
URES 1 and 4. The use of fasteners 38 and 39 leaves a 
bit of a ventilation space between the lower edge of hood 
33 and the sides of platform 11 to thereby permit air to 
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pass up into the space within hood 33. Air also passes 
through slot 32. If desired, additional apertures may be 
provided in hood 33 in any location thereof for the pur 
pose of further enhancing the circulation of air within 
the hood. In this respect, eyelets can be suitably located 
in the sides and top of the hood. It will be appreciated 
that circulation is desirable under a plurality of circum 
stances, namely, right after wet boots have been mounted 
within the case as the circulation enhances the drying of 
such boots. Further in the event that dry boots are stored 
within case 10 in its closed position the circulation of air 
through the various openings, including eyelets which 
may be provided, will prevent deterioration of the leather. 
It will also be appreciated that a plurality of apertures 
(not shown) may be provided in platform 11, and these 
will serve the dual purpose of providing ventilation and 
drainage for wet boots. 
At this juncture it is to be noted that, if desired, slot 

32 in platform is may receive a hook or the like to permit 
the platform to be hung on the wall and in such circum 
stances if the hood 33 is unsnapped it will merely drop 
downwardly below the platform but will still remain se 
cured thereto by virtue of the fact that end 38 is secured 
to the underside of the platform, as described above. 
To facilitate the carrying of the combined ski boot 

press and carrying case 0, a handle 40 has its opposite 
ends secured to upper surface 36 of hood 33 by suitable 
fasteners 41 which extend through the top 36 and through 
metal plate 42 which extends across the entire width of 
top 36 and thus provide reinforcement. It is to be noted 
from FIGURE 4 that handle 40 is located off-center with 
respect to upper surface 36 so that it tends to be along 
the line on the center of gravity to permit the case to 
assume an upright position and thus cause it to be carried 
easily. It is also to be noted that since the handle 40 is 
mounted in opposition to platform 11 the latter may be 
set down firmly on the ground by merely lowering the 
case without requiring that the case be rotated. 
A concealed accessory compartment 43 is provided 

within the hood 33. Access to this compartment may be 
had through slide fastener 43 located substantially at the 
juncture of upper surface 36 and end surface 37. It is to 
be noted that compartment 43 includes a pair of side 
panels 44 and an end panel 45 and that the compart 
ment 43 may shift around because of the fact that side 
panels 44 are secured to the remainder of the hood only 
at seams 46. Compartment 43 is utilized for carrying the 
accessories, such as socks, sun glasses and the like, in a 
'convenient manner, and, it is to be noted that it does not 
protrude beyond the confines of the outer surface of the 
hood and is very conveniently located above the toes of 
the ski boots 22, thereby utilizing space which would 
otherwise be wasted. Because the compartment does not 
protrude it is protected against snagging and the con 
tents such as sunglasses are protected against breakage. 

It is to be noted that the boot laces need not be laced 
into boots 22 or in any other way tied around or inserted 
into the boots during carrying but may lie freely in Space 
46 between the insteps of the boots and end 45 of com 
partment 43. It will readily be appreciated that if the 
boots were laced or if the laces were stuffed into the 
boots, drying of the boots would be impeded whereas if 
they lie loosely in space 46, drying will be enhanced 
especially considering the fact that provisions are made 
for permitting circulation of air within hood 33. 
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The improved ski boot press and carrying case of the . 
present invention also includes a pair of straps 47 for 
use in securing ski poles 48' to case 10 to thereby en 
hance the ease with which the ski poles can be carried. 
The straps 47 have their lower ends stitched to panel 34 
at 48 and have a plurality of snaps 49 mounted at the op 
posite ends for selective mating engagement with snap por 
tion 50. By virtue of the spacing of snap 49, different 
sizes of poles 48 may be accommodated. The straps 47 5 

4. 
may be placed in any other suitable location such as the 
undersurface 39 of platform 11, if desired. 

While a handle 40 has been shown extending across the 
top of the case, it will be appreciated that a shoulder strap 
may be utilized in lieu thereof. In this respect rings or the 
like may be suitably secured to opposite ends 37 of the 
hood near top 36 and an adjustable strap can be threaded 
therethrough thereby providing the carrying case with an 
adjustable strap which is long enough to function as a 
shoulder strap, or can function as a handle when it is 
shortened, 
Thus it can be seen that a combined ski boot press and 

carrying case has been provided which permits ski boots 
to be pressed, transported, and stored in an extremely 
simple and convenient manner. 
While preferred embodiments of the present invention 

have been disclosed it will be readily appreciated that it 
is not limited thereto but may be otherwise embodied 
within the scope of the following claims. 

I claim: 
1. A combined ski boot press and carrying case com 

prising a rigid platform of sufficient width to receive a 
pair of ski boots in side-by-side relationship, first clamp 
ing means on said platform for securing the heels of 
said boots to said platform, second clamping means for 
securing the toes of said boots to said platform, a hood 
on said platform for covering said boots, means for Se 
lectively opening and closing said hood to permit access 
to said platform for mounting and demounting said boots 
thereon, said hood including a side portion secured to 
said platform and a top portion, a handle mounted on said 
top portion of said hood in opposition to said platform 
to permit said carrying case to be carried with said shoes 
in an upright position, ventilation means operatively 
associated with said case for permitting circulation of air 
within said hood when said hood is secured in overlying 
relationship relative to said platform, a compartment in 
said hood overlying the toes of said ski boots, and closure 
means on said hood for permitting selective access to said 
compartment. 

2. A combined ski boot press and carrying case com 
prising a rigid platform of sufficient width to receive a 
pair of ski boots in side-by-side relationship, first clamp 
ing means on said platform for securing the heels of said 
boots to said platform, second clamping means for secur 
ing the toes of said boots to said platform, a hood for 
covering said boots, means for selectively opening and 
closing said hood to permit access to said platform for 
mounting and demounting said boots thereon, ventilation 
means operatively associated with said carrying case for 
permitting circulation of air within said hood, a compart 
ment in Said hood overlying the toes of ski boots mounted 
on said platform, and closure means on said hood for 
permitting selective access to said compartment. 

3. A combined ski boot press and carrying case com 
prising a rigid platform of Sufficient width to receive a 
pair of ski boots in side-by-side relationship, first clamp 
ing means on said platform for securing the heels of 
said boots to said platform, second champing means for 
securing the toes of said boots to said platform, a hood 
for covering said boots, fastening means for selectively 
opening and closing said hood to permit access to said 
platform for mounting and demounting said boots thereon, 
said hood including a side portion secured to said plat 
form and a top portion, a handle mounted on said top 
portion in opposition to said platform to permit said 
carrying case to be carried with said shoes in an upright 
position and to permit said carrying case to be directly 
set down on the surface of said platform which is opposite 
to the Surface on which said ski boots are mounted, a 
compartment in said hood overlying the top of said ski 
boots on said platform, and closure means on said hood 
for permitting selective access to said compartment. 

4. A ski boot press comprising a rigid substantially 
planar platform of sufficient width to receive a pair of 
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ski boots in side-by-side relationship, first clamping means 
on said platform for securing first ends of the soles of said 
boots to said platform, second clamping means for secur 
ing the opposite ends of the soles of said boots to said 
platform, said second means including an elongated rigid 
member, a central pivot mounted on said platform and 
pivotally mounting said elongated rigid member substan 
tially centrally between the ends thereof to thereby cause 
said elongated rigid member to have a first portion to 
one side of said central pivot for engaging one of said 
pair of boots and a second portion to the opposite side 
of said central pivot for engaging the other of said pair 
of boots, said central pivot permitting one of said por 
tions of said elongated members to move toward one boot 
while permitting the other portion to move away from 
an adjacent boot to thereby permit a pair of boots to 
be mounted on said platform when each boot is of a dif 
ferent length, and means mounting said central pivot for 
permitting said elongated rigid member to move as a unit 
toward and away from said first clamping means to adjust 
said elongated rigid member for clamping various sizes 
of boots. 

5. A ski boot press as set forth in claim 4 including a 
hood for covering said boots, said hood including side 
portions attached to said platform and a top portion, 
means for opening and closing said hood to permit access 
to said platform for mounting and demounting said boots, 
and handle means overlying said top portion to permit 
said press to be carried in an upright position and to 
permit said carrying case to be directly set down on the 
surface of said platform which is opposite to the Sur 
face on which said boots are mounted. 

6. A ski boot press as set forth in claim 5 including 
ventiation means operatively associated with Said press 
for permitting circulation of air within said hood. 

7. A combined ski boot press and carrying case com 
prising a rigid platform of sufficient width for mounting 
a pair of ski boots in side-by-side relationship, first clamp 
ing means on said platform for securing the heels of said 
boots to said platform, second clamping means for Secur 
ing the toes of said boots to said platform, a hood for 
covering said boots, fastening means for detachably Se 
curing said hood in overlying relationship relative to boots 
on said platform, means for fixedly securing one end 
of said hood to a first end of said platform and means 
proximate a second end of said platform opposed to Said 
first end for hanging said platform in a vertical position to 
thereby permit boots to be hung while in position on Said 
platform and causing said hood to hang below said 
boots. 

8. A combined ski boot press and carrying case com 
prising a rigid platform of sufficient width to receive a 
pair of ski boots in side-by-side relationship, first clamp 
ing means on said platform for securing the heels of said 
boots to said platform, second clamping means on Said 
platform for securing the toes of said boots to said plat 
form, a hood attached to said platform for covering said 
boots, means for selectively opening and closing said 

5 
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hood to permit access to said platform for mounting and 
demounting said boots, and ventilation means operatively 
associated with said carrying case for permitting circula 
tion of air within said hood. 

9. A combined ski boot press and carrying case com 
prising a rigid platform of sufficient width to receive a 
pair of ski boots in side-by-side relationship, first clamp 
ing means on said platform for securing the heels of said 
boots to said platform, second clamping means on said 
platform for securing the toes of said boots to said plat 
form, a hood attached to said platform for covering 
said boots, means for selectively opening and closing said 
hood to permit access to said platform for mounting and 
demounting said boots, a compartment in said hood over 

15 lying the toes of said ski boots on said platform, and 
closure means on said hood for permitting selective access 
to said compartment. 

10. A combined ski boot press and carrying case com 
prising a rigid platform of sufficient width to receive a 

20 pair of ski boots in side-by-side relationship, first clamp 
ing means on said platform for securing the heels of 
said boots to said platform, second clamping means on 
said platform for securing the toes of said boots to said 
platform, a hood attached to said platform for covering 

25 said boots, means for selectively opening and closing said 
hood to permit access to said platform for mounting and 
demounting said boots, said second clamping means com 
prising an elongated angle member having a first leg ex 
tending substantially perpendicularly to said platform and 

30 a second leg extending substantially perpendicularly to 
said first leg and substantially parallel to said platform, 
pivot means for pivotally mounting said elongated angle 
member substantially centrally thereof, means on said 
elongated angle on opposite sides of said pivot means 

35 movable toward and away from the toes of said boots 
when said elongated angle member is pivoted about said 
pivot means to thereby engage a pair of ski boots in 
clamped relationship when each boot is of a different 
length, and slot means mounting said pivot means for 

40 permitting said angle member to move as an entirety to 
ward and away from said first clamping means. 
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