July 31, 1934. R J. GAZELLE 1,968,197
NONSINKABLE DETACHABLE VEST

Filed Jan. 15, 1934

-« W

/rvenfor
B R Gozel/ e
y

Alforney.



Patented July 31, 1934 1,968,197

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

1,968,197
NONSINKABLE DETACHABLE VEST
Reolland J. Gazelle, Montreal, Quebec, Canada
Application January 15, 1934, Serial No. 706,705
1 Claim. (CL 9—20)

The present invention relates to improvements vest 3, (with or without sleeves) preferably se-
in non-sinkable detachable vests, and its main cured in front by any suitable securing means 4,
object is to provide a garment of this character said jacket being secured to said lining at the
which is readily endorsed over any type of bath- top, but open at its lower end. Said jacket is

5 ing suit or removed. Another object of this in- preferably of larger diameter than the lining, so 60

vention is to provide a non-sinkable garment as to form a plurality of folds 5, in each of which
which may be equally worn as a life preserver or is located an air-tight-pouch 6 closed at its upper
as a windbreaker. A further object is to provide end and open at its lower end. The purpose of
a garment of this character to match a bathing these folds is to take up the looseness of the

10 suit and may be worn on the beach when it is jacket, when the air-tight pouches are not in- 65

cool. flated, so as to avoid bulging and to provide a
This invention consists broadly of preferably relatively tight fitting garment, but when said
a sleeveless and loosely fitting jacket, open in pouches are inflated, the said folds form the side
front and closed by any suitable means, and ex- walls of the said pouches.

15 tending below the hips of the wearer. Said jacket Tt is essential that the inner lining and open- 70
is preferably provided with a plurality of longi- lower end of the air-tight pouches should be held
tudinal folds, between each of which is located in position adjacent the hips, and in some cases,
an air-tight elongated pouch, closed at its upper the belt 2 may not be sufficient. To obviate this,
end and open at its lower end, said pouches ex- 2 strap 7 is secured to the lower edge of the back

20 tending to adjacent the height of the hips. Upon of the lining and is made to pass in between the 75
the inner side of said pouches is located a lining legs and is attached or secured by any suitable
which is suitably secured thereto and to the jacket means 8 to the lower edge of the front portion
and which extends also to adjacent the hips and of said lining.
upon the edge of which is secured preferably a What I claim as my invention ist—

a5 resilient belt, adjusted to secure the lower end of A non-sinkable garment comprising an outer 80
said lining to the body of the wearer, so as to al- jacket and an inner lining, the lining terminat-
ways maintain the said pouches in operative posi- ing adjacent the hips of a wearer and the outer
tion and prevent the inrush of water from pass- jacket extending below the hips, an elastic belt
ing between the said lining and the body. The at the lower end of the lining to effect snug con-

30 said air-tight pouches, when free from com- tact between the garment and body of the wearer. 83
pressed air, caused by the inrushing water, when a crotch strap carried by one side of the lining
the wearer enters into the water, are collapsed and adapted to be attached to the opposite side
and folded, so that when not in use, the vest will thereof to prevent the lower edge of the garment
fit close to the body, pbut when submerged, the from rising above the hips, and the outer jacket

°5 water, upon entering through the cpen ends of having a series of vertically extending folds defin- 90
the air-tight pouches, will compress the air there- ing air-tight pouches closed at their upper ends
in, instantly providing a plurality of “floaters”, and open at their lower ends at the outer side of

that will hold the wearer afloat. the garment, stitching located between the

In the drawing:— pouches for connecting the outer jacket to the

40 Pig. 1isa front view of a vest according to the lining and the side edges of the pouches having 95
jnvention shown upon a person; jaterally directed return fold portions disposed

Fig. 2 is a front elevational view of the vest, outwardly of the stitching and overlying the same
the lower edges being lifted so as to show the to provide air chambers of increased area in the
inner bhelt and lining; pouches.
45 Tig. 3 is a rear elevation view; and ROLLAND J. GAZELLE. 100
Fig. 4 is a diagrammatic cross-section view of
the air-tight-pouches, when partly inflated.
Tike numerals of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts in each figuxe.
50 Referring to the drawing, 1 is an inner lining 105
adapted to fit around the upper part of the body
and preferably extending to adjacent the hips,
and 2 is an adjustable or resilient belt adapted
to secure said lining in position upon the body. : .
55 Over said lining 1 is provided an outer jacket or 110




