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To all, Luhon, it 77 cut? CO7 ce/72. 
Be it known that I, ALBERT F. FULLER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at New 
ark, in the county of Essex and State of New 
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Buckles; and I do hereby 
declare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as 
will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, and to letters of reference marked there 
on, which form a part of this specification. 
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This invention relates generally to improve 
ments in buckles, and more particularly to 
that class of buckles which are employed with 
ladies' or other belts; and the present inven 
tion is in the nature of improvements in the 
construction of belt-buckles set forth in an 
other application for Letters Patent filed by 
me on the 21st day of September, 1900, Serial 
No. 30,667. 
The invention has for its principal object 

to simplify the general construction of the 
belt-buckle and to provide an effective and 
durable construction, comprising a pair of 
sliding members, one of which is provided 
with serrations or other suitable holding 
means and the other member being provided 
with an oscillatory operating and holding 
clasp, which is actuated by means of a com 
bined back or cross bar and spring, the said 
operating or holding clasp being operatively 
connected with said combined back or cross 
bar and spring, so as to automatically engage 
the holding means and lock or hold the slide 
members of the buckle together and to pro 
vide a more positive connection which can be 
pulled apart when the one end of the holding 
or locking clasp is lifted from its engage 
ment with the serrations or other holding 
means by means of a direct pressure against 
the other end of the said locking or holding 
clasp. 
The present invention therefore consists in 

the novel construction of buckle hereinafter 
fully described; and, furthermore, this in 
vention consists in the several novel arrange 
ments and combinations of the parts com 
prising the buckle construction, consisting, 
essentially, of a pair of sliding members, one 

being provided withholding-teeth, serrations, 
or other suitable holding means and the other 
side member being provided with a holding 
or locking clasp or link upon its face, which 55 
is hung in, the middle, or approximately so, 
upon a pair of fulcrumal posts or supports 
on the other slide member, and the said hold 
ing or locking catch or link being provided 
With rearwardly-projecting lugs by means of 6o 
which it is operatively connected to and with a 
combined back bar and spring, all so arranged 
that the holding or locking clasp or link is 
capable of oscillation upon said fulcrumal 
posts or supports, the said combined back 65 
bar and spring forcing the one end portion 
of the said holding or locking clasp or link 
normally in locked engagement with the ser 
rations or teeth or other. holding means and 
the other end portion of the said holding or 7o 
locking catch or link being capable of a pres 
sure against the same for lifting the opposite 
and holding end portion of the catch or link 
away from its engagement with the said hold 
ing means. 
The invention is clearly illustrated in the 

accompanying drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is a face view of a belt - buckle 

made according to my present invention, the 
slide members thereof being represented in 8o 
their held or locked engagement. Fig. 2 is a 
back or rear view of the buckle with the parts 
in the same positions, and Fig. 3 is a side or 
edge view of the buckle. Fig. 4 is a side or 
edge view of the buckle with the holding or 85 
locking catch or link raised from its engage 
ment with the teeth or serrations on the one 
slide member of the buckle to permit the sep 
a ration or adjustment of the two members. 
Fig. 5 is a face view of the two slide mem- 9o 
bers of the buckle, the same being repre 
sented in their separated positions. Fig. 6 
is a longitudinal vertical section, on an en 
larged scale, of the several parts of the buckle 
in their locked or held positions; and Fig. 7 95 
is a perspective view of the combined back 
bar and spring. Figs. 8 and 9 are a side view 
and vertical section, respectively, of a modi 
fied form of belt-buckle. - 

Similar letters of reference are employed too 
in all of the said above-described views to 
indicate corresponding parts. 
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In the said drawings, a and b represent the 
two slide members of the buckle, the sane 
being made of metal and in practice being 
Suitably ornamented, as will be clearly un 
derstood. The plates or slide members a, and 
b are respectively provided with rearwardly 
extending ears or lugs a' and b', which are 
formed with holes or perforations for the se 
curing therein of suitable holding-pins c and 
c', to which the respective ends of the belt 
are to be fastened in the usual manner. Of 
course it will be understood that any other 
fastening means may be employed in connec 
tion with the said plates or slide members a 
and b for securing the ends of a belt to the 
Same. The said pins c and c' are suitably 
secured in the holes or perforations a and bin 
the respective ears or lugs a' and b'. As clearly 
illustrated in the several figures of the draw 
ings, the said plate or slide member a, is pro 
vided with a longitudinally-extending raised 
portion C, forming a suitable rib, and the 
other member b is likewise provided with a 
longitudinally - extending raised portion b, 
which is formed with serrations or holding 
teeth b', or any other suitable holding means. 
The said slide member b, as will be seen more 
particularly from an inspection of Fig. 5, is 
also provided with cut-away portions band 
With the narrow side flanges b adjacent to 
the longitudinal edges of the said raised por 
tion b. 
From an inspection of Figs. 3 and 6 it will 

be seen that when the slide member b is slid 
over the member a the raised portion a of 
the slide member C, slides into the curved and 
raised portion b of the member b, and the 
side flanges b will slide upon the outer sur 
face of the said member Ct, thereby imparting 
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a positive action of the said parts when thus 
put together. The said slide member cl, is 
also provided with a pair of oppositely-placed 
holes or slots a, into which extend the ears 
or lugs d of a catch-plate or link d, the un 
der curved surface of the said plate or link d 
being arranged on a pair of outwardly-bent 
and suitably-curved fulcrumal posts or sup 
ports C, substantially as illustrated in Figs. 
3, 4, and 6, the said fulcrumal supports or 
posts a being preferably struck up from the 
body-plate of the member C, as indicated, or 
a support d may be formed directly in the 
ears d', bearing against the upper surface of 
the slide member C to be employed, as illus 
trated in Fig. 9. In order that the said catch 
plate or link d may be held in its operative 
position upon the said fulcrumal posts or sup 
ports C, so as to be capable of oscillation 
thereon, I have provided the free ends of each 
lug or ear d' with a slot d, leaving two pro 
jections or fingers d', which are bent over 
upon portions e' of a back bar e in such a 
manner that a tongue e' at each end of the 
said back bar e will rest in the slot d and be 
tween the said fingers d of each lug or ear d", 
substantially as illustrated. The said back 
bar e is provided with a longitudinally-ex 

667,307 

tending spring-tongue e', which is preferably 
formed integral with the said bar and is pro 
vided with a curved or bent parte and a free 
ende, which rests in the inner curved part C. 
in the back of the rib portion a, substantially 
as illustrated in Figs. 2 and 6. The action of 
this spring-tongue e' under normal conditions 
is to force the end portions of the back bare in 
the direction of the arrow a in Fig. 6 against 
the bent-over fingers or projections d of the 
ears or lugs d", connected with the catch-plate 
or link d, to thereby positively cause the under 
curved surface of the said catch-plate or link 
to ride directly upon the curved edges of the 
fulcrumal posts or supports a and bring the 
one end d of the catch-plate or link din its 
holding or locked engagement with any one 
of the serrations or teeth b of the slide plate 
or memberb of the buckle. The arrangement 
of these several parts is such that when the 
two slide members a and b of the buckle are 
slid over each other in the directions of the air 
rows y and f' (indicated in Fig. 3) the action 
of the end portion d of the said catch-plate or 
link d will be in the direction of the arrow ac', 
which permits the two slide members to be 
operatively slid one upon the other. In this 
manner the belt to which the buckle is at 
tached can be readily adjusted around the 
waist of the wearer, and when so adjusted the 
pull on the parts in the opposite directions 
from those indicated by the arrows y and ly 
will prevent the displacement of the two slide 
members until a slight pressure is brought 
by the person wearing the belt and its buckle 
against the end portion d of the catch-plate 
or link d in the direction of the arrow ac, as 
clearly indicated in Fig. 4 of the drawings. 
This action will cause the holding end por 
tion d of the catch-plate or link d to become 
disengaged from its held or locked position 
with the serration or tooth b of the slide men 
ber b, as clearly illustrated in said Fig. 4, and 
the two slide members C, and b of the buckle 
can then be easily separated and the belt re 
moved from the waist of the wearer, or it can 
be readjusted, if desired. 
From the above description of the inven 

tion and froun an inspection of the drawings 
of the buckle it will be seen that I have de 
vised a simple and effective belt-buckle in 
which the parts can be readily and quickly 
manipulated for the proper adjustment of the 
belt around the body of the wearer and in 
which there is no undue strain upon the con 
necting parts of the holding catch or link and 
the back bar, the direct pressure being 
brought directly upon the fulcrumal supports 
or posts C. of the plate a, and since there is 
no lifting force to be applied to the various 
parts of the holding catch or link the parts 
can be rendered inoperative by accidental 
separation or the jamming of the hinge por 
tions, which, as in the constructions as here 
tofore made, soon renders the complete buc 
kle inoperative. 
My novel construction of buckle may be em 
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ployed for many different purposes and is es 
pecially adapted for belt-buckles and for use 
with suspenders, garters, and the like. 

I am aware that changes may be made in 
the several arrangements and combinations of 
the parts without departing from the scope 
of my present invention. Hence I do not 
limit my invention to the exact arrangements 
and combinations of the parts as herein de 
scribed, and illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, nor do I confine myself to the ex 
act details of the construction of the said 
parts. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is 
1. A buckle, comprising, a pair of slide 

members, movable one on the other, serrations 
or holding-teeth on one of said members, for 
wardly-extending fulcrumal posts or supports 
on the other slide member, a catch-plate or 
link arranged to oscillate on said fulcrumal 
posts or supports, and means connected with 
said catch-plate or link for retaining it in its 
operative position on said fulcrumal posts or 
supports, the said catch-plate or link having 
its one end normally in holding engagement 
with a tooth or serration, and having its other 
end extending outwardly in a direction away 
from the faces of the slide members and con 
structed to be forced in a direction toward the 
faces of said members and release the hold 
ing portion of the catch-plate or link, substan 
tially as and for the purposes set forth. 

2. A buckle, comprising, a pair of slide 
members, movable one on the other, serrations 
or holding-teeth on one of said members, for 
wardly-extending fulcrumal posts or supports 
on the other slide member, a catch-plate or 
link arranged to oscillate on said fulcrumal 
posts or supports, and a spring-actuated back 
bar connected with said catch-plate or link for 
retaining it in its operative position on said 
fulcrumal posts or supports, the said catch 
plate or link having its one end normally in 
holding engagement with a tooth or serration, 
and having its other end extending outwardly 
in a direction away from the faces of the slide 
members and constructed to be forced in a 
direction toward the faces of said members 
and release the holding portion of the catch 
plate or link, substantially as and for the 
purposes set forth. 

3. A buckle, comprising, a pair of slide 
members, movable one on the other, serrations 
or holding-teeth on one of said members, and 
the other member having a pair of openings, 
an oscillatory catch-plate or link provided 
with a pair of ears or lugs extending into and 
through said openings, bent-over fingers or 
projections on said ears or lugs formed with 
an Open portion or slot between them, and a 
Spring-actuated back bar having its ends op 
eratively connected to said bent-over fingers, 
for retaining said catch-plate or link in posi 
tion, the said catch-plate or link having its 
one end normally in holding engagement with 
a tooth or serration, and having its other end 
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extending outwardly in a direction away from 
the faces of the slide members and construct 
ed to be forced in a direction toward the faces 
of said members and release the holding por 
tion of the catch-plate or link from the tooth 
or serration, substantially as and for the pur 
oses set forth. 
4. A buckle, comprising, a pair of slide 

members, movable one on the other, serrations 
or holding-teeth on one of said members, and 
the other member having a pair of openings, 
an oscillatory catch-plate or link provided 
with a pair of ears or lugs extending into and 
through said openings, bent-over fingers or 
projections on said ears or lugs formed with 
an open portion or slot between the fingers, 
and a spring-actuated back bar provided with 
a tongue at each end extending into the Open 
portion or slot between said bent-over fin 
gers, whereby said back bar has its ends op 
eratively connected with said bent-over fin 
gers, for retaining said catch-plate or link in 
position, the said catch-plate or link having 
its one end normally in holding engagement 
with a tooth or serration, and having its other 
end extending outwardly in a direction away 
from the faces of the slide members and con 
structed to be forced in a direction toward 
the faces of said members and release the 
holding portion of the catch-plate or link, 
substantially as and for the purposes set forth. 

5. A buckle, comprising, a pair of slide 
members, movable one on the other, serrations 
or holding-teeth on one of said members, and 
the other member having a pair of openings, 
forwardly-extending fulcrumal posts or sup 
ports on said member, a catch-plate or link 
arranged to oscillate on said fulcrumal posts 
or supports, a pair of ears or lugs extending 
into and through said openings, bent - over 
fingers or projections on said ears or lugs, 
formed with an open portion or slot between 
them, a spring-actuated back bar having its 
ends operatively connected to said bent-over 
fingers, for retaining said catch-plate or link 
in its operative position on said fulcrumal 
posts or supports, the said catch-plate or link 
having its one end normally in holding en 
gagement with a tooth or serration, and hav 
ing its other end extending outwardly in a 
direction away from the faces of the slide 
members and constructed to be forced in a 
direction toward the faces of said members 
and release the holding portion of the catch 
plate or link from the tooth or serration, sub 
stantially as and for the purposes set forth. 

6. A buckle, comprising, a pair of slide 
members, movable one on the other, serrations 
or holding-teeth on one of said members, and 
the other member having a pair of openings, 
forwardly-extending fulcrumal posts or sup 
ports on said members, a catch-plate or link 
arranged to oscillate on said fulcrumal posts 
or Supports, a pair of ears or lugs extending 
into and through said openings, bent-overfin 
gers or projections on said ears or lugs formed 
with an open portion or slot between them, a 
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Spring - actuated back bar provided with a 
tongue at each end extending into the open 
portion or slot between said bent-over fingers, 
Whereby said back bar has its ends opera 
tively connected to said bent-over fingers, for 
retaining said catch-plate or link in its opera 
tive position on said fulcrumal posts or sup 
ports, the said catch-plate or link having its 
One end normally in holding engagement with 
a tooth Or serration, and having its other end 
extending outwardly in a direction away from 
the faces of the slide members and constructed 
to be forced in a direction toward the faces 
of Said members and release the holding por 
tion of the catch-plate or link from the tooth 
or Serration, substantially as and for the pur 
pOSes set forth. 

7. The herein-described buckle, consisting, 
essentially, of slide members a, and b, a lon 
gitudinally - extending raised portion a on 
Said member C, and a longitudinally-extend 
ing raised portion b on said member b pro 
vided with serrations or holding-teeth, an os 
Cillatory holding catch-plate or link on said 
slide member C, having lugs or ears extend 
ing On the back of said member C, a back bar 
e Secured at its ends to said lugs or ears and a 
Spring-tongue e' forming an integral part of 
said back bar, Said spring-tongue having its 
free end in engagement with the back of the 
said slide member a, substantially as and for 
the purposes set forth. 

8. The herein-described buckle, consisting, 
gitudinally - extending raised portion a on 
Said member a, and a longitudinally-extend 
ing raised portion bon said member b pro 
Vided With Serrations or holding-teeth, the 
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said member a being provided with slots or 
Openings, an Oscillatory catch-plate or link 
On said member Ct, lugs or ears on said catch 
plate or link extending through said slots or 
openings in the member C, holding-fingers di 
On said lugs or ears, a back bare secured at 
its ends to said fingers d', and a spring-tongue 
e' forming an integral part of said back bar, 
and said spring-tongue having its free end in 
engagement with the back of said slide mem 
ber C, substantially as and for the purposes 
set forth. 

9. In a buckle, the combination, with a pair 
of slide members, one of which is provided 
with a holding means, of an oscillatory hold 
ing catch or link, and a back bar provided 
with a spring-tongue forming an integral part 
of Said bar, and said holding catch or link 
having ears or lugs connected with said back 
bar, whereby said holding catch or link has 
its one end normally in holding engagement 
With the holding or locking means upon the 
One slide member, and has its other end ex 
tending outwardly in a direction away from 
the faces of the said slide members, but can 
be forced in a direction toward the faces of 
the slide members to cause the disengage 
ment of the holding portion of the catch or 
link from the said holding or locking means 
on the slide member, substantially as and for 
the purposes set forth. 

In testimony that I claim the invention set 
forth above I have hereunto set my hand this 
5th day of October, 1900. 

ALBERT F. FULLER. 
Witnesses: 

FREDR. C. FRAENTZEL, 
JULIUS E. MERGOTT. 
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