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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 
JOHN HENERY PEARMAN, OF LISBON, NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

CLEANING DEVICE. 

1,21,054. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Feb. 20, 1917. 
Application filed June 17, 1916. Serial No. 104,224. 

To all whom it may concern: . 
Be it known that I, JoHN H. PEARMAN, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Lisbon, in the county of Grafton and 
State of New Hampshire, have invented a 
new and Improved Cleaning Device, of 
which the following is a full, clear, and ex act description. 
This invention relates to a cleaning or 

scouring device especially adapted for talk 
ing spots out of clothing and various fabrics. 
The invention has for its general objects 

to provide a cleaning device of the fountain 
type which is of comparatively simple and 
inexpensive construction, reliable and effi 
cient in use, and so designed as to be adapted 
as a household article, whereby spots can be 
taken out of garments or other fabric with 
out requiring them to be sent out to a pro 
fessional cleaner. 
With such objects in view, and others 

which will appear as the description pro 
ceeds, the invention comprises various novel 
features of construction and arrangement of 
parts which will be set forth with particu 
larity in the following description and 
claims appended hereto. 
In the accompanying drawing, which 

illustrates one embodiment of the invention 
and wherein similar characters of reference 
indicate corresponding parts in all the views, 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the 
cleaner; 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged longitudinal section 
thereof on the line 2-2, Fig. 3; and 

Fig. 3 is a transverse section on the line 3-3, Fig. 2. 
Referring to the drawing, A designates 

the holder or body section of the device, and 
B the rubber which is fitted in the holder. 
The holder A is of approximately elliptical 
form or the shape of the back of a hand 
brush since the device is intended to be 
grasped in the hand when being used. The 
body A is preferably made hollow so that 
in the chamber 1 may be contained a clean 
ing fluid 2 that is filled into the chamber 
through an opening 3 normally closed by a 
plug or equivalent device 4. Projecting be 
low the bottom 5 of the body A is a pe 
ripheral depending flange 6 to form a socket 
or recess into which is fitted the rubber B. 
The bottom 5 has an outlet port 7 normally 
closed by a valve 8 on the lower end of a 
stem 9 that extends upwardly through an 

opening 10 in the top of the body, there be 
ing a pushbutton 11 on the stem, so that by 
pushing downwardly on the button against 
the tension of the valve-closing spring 12, 
the valve 8 can be opened so as to allow the 
cleaning fluid to pass to the rubber and 
saturate the rubbing surface thereof. The 
pushbutton is so located that it can be con 
veniently operated by the index finger of 
the hand which grips the device. 
The rubber B comprises a back in the 

form of a plate 13 of any suitable construc 
tion, and this back has an opening 14 for 
accommodating the valve 8 and for permit 
ting the cleaning fluid to feed to the rubber. 
Under the plate 13 is a downwardly dished 
plate. 15 having its under side curved both 
longitudinally and transversely, and the 
edges of this plate 15 are soldered or other 
wise joined to the back 13 so that a shallow 
distributing chamber 16 is provided. The 
plate 15 has a plurality of distributing 
apertures 17 through which the cleaning 
fluid passes to the absorbent pad 18 which is 
held against the plate 15 by a felt or other 
fabric strip 19 which is considerably larger 
than the plate 15, so that its marginal por 
tions can be lapped around the sides and 
ends of the plate 13 to which it is bound by 
a clamping band 20. This band fits within 
the flange 6 of the body section A. The 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

plate 15 by being fixed on its under surface 
gives the proper shape to the rubbing sur 
face formed by the felt 19, whereby the 
most delicate fabric can be rubbed without 
danger of its being torn. 
In use the pad and felt are thoroughly 

saturated by opening the valve S and allow 
ing the cleaning fluid to pass to the shallow 
distributing chamber 16, and then the de 
vice is rubbed over the soiled portion of a 
garment or other article to clean the same, 
which can be effectively and expeditiously 
done even by a person of ordinary intelli 
gence. - 
From the foregoing description taken in 

connection with the accompanying drawing, 
the advantages of the construction and 
method of operation will be readily under 
stood by those skilled in the art to which 
the invention appertains, and while I have 
described the principle of operation, to 
gether with the article which I now consider 
to be the best embodiment thereof. I desire 
to have it understood that the article shown 
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is merely illustrative and that such changes 
may be made when desired as fall within the 
scope of the appended claims. 

Having thus described my invention, 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letter's 
Patent: 

1. A cleaning device comprising a body 
section formed with a chamber and having 
a peripheral depending fiange, a discharge 
port in the bottom of the chamber adjacent 
one end, a valve controlling said port and 
having means at the top of the body for ac 
tuating the valve, in combination with a 
removable rubbing section formed of a body 
shaped to enter within the Socket defined by 
the said fiange of the body section, a dis 
tributing chamber extending along the bot 
tom of the said body and provided with per 
forations in its botton, there being an open 
ing in the body through which fluid from 
the said port passes into the chamber, a pad 
disposed in contact with the under surface 
of the perforated botton of the chamber, a 
cloth extending undes' and covering the pad, 
and the edges of the cloth being disposed 
around the periphery of the body, and a 
land binding the edggs of the cloth remov 
ably to the said body aid forming means 
for frictionally engaging the internal sur. 
face of the flange of the body section to re 
movably hold the rubbing Section on the 
latter. - 

2. ... clearning device of the class de. 
scribed conpirising a structure having a 
storage chamber for cie:ning Suid and a 
distributing chainh ive controlling 
coinaanication betty': tli: Xixei's, the 

bottom of the distributing chamber is: 
convex on its under side aid formed Wit 
distributed apertures through which clear 
ing fluid feeds, and an absorbent. 'bii 
pad covering the periorated botton) of tik 
distributing chamber, said valve being C 
cated close to one end of the device, wherely 
the cleaning fluid can be discharged into 
one end of the distributing chamber to inois 
ten only one end of the pad by holding the 
device inclined with the valved portion 
lowermost. 

3. In a device of the class described, he 
combination of a holding section in the fia. 
of a body provided with a chamber and hav. 
ing a depending marginal flange to form a 
recess or socket, a port in the bottom of the 
chamber, a valve normally closing the port, 
a stem on the valve extending out of the 
top of the chamber and adapted to be actu 
ated by a finger of the hand grasping the 
holding section, with a rubber section coin 
prising a back having an opening thi'oigh 
which fluid passes from the port, and a 
plate secured to the under side of the lack 
and forming there with a shallow distribut 
ing chamber, said plate leing dished to win 
Wardly bioih longitudinally and 'answeisely 
and havii is distribute perties, a1 is stri 

g pad covering the 3: 4-5 site () { 
the late, a fabiric piece under is 
havig is edges turns lip ai'i: ) ( lite 
and : i:ind claii g is edges () 
pie's ic the back, 3 
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