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7'o all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, ELBRIDGE HUFF, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Somer 
ville, in the county of Middlesex and State 
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Sealing-Strip 

paratus; and I do hereby declare the foll 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, such as will enable 
others skilled in the art to which it apper 
tains to make and use the same. 
The present invention relates to sealing 

strip machines and more particularly to ap 
paratus of this character adapted to deliver 
any desired length of sealing strip for se 
curing paper parcels and the like. 

It is the object of the present invention to 
provide an improved and simplified machine 
of this character which shall deliver the 
desired length of sealing strip freely and 
without liability of the strip breaking off 
within the container during the severing 
operation. 

It is a further object of the invention t 
provide a machine of this character in which 
the free end of the strip may be engaged 
with facility by the operator to draw out the 
desired length of strip for sealing a package. 
With these objects in view the various fea 

tures of the invention consist in certain novel 
features of construction, combinations and 
arrangements of parts hereinafter described 
and claimed, the advantages of which will 
be obvious to those skilled in the art from 
the following description. 
The accompanying drawing illustrates a 

longitudinal section in elevation of ama 
chine embodying the several features of the 
invention. 
As will be obvious to those skilled in the 

art, machines of this character comprise gen 
emaiy a strip container provided with a 
throat through which the sealing strip is 
drawn and with a moistening or adhesive 
applying device located in proximity thereto 
for rendering the strip adhesive as it is 
withdrawn from the container. According 
to the present invention, the container is 
provided adjacent the throat or outlet with 
simple and efficient mechanism for placing a 
tension upon the strip which is combined 
with a strip severing device in a manner to 
cause a firm clamping of the strip during the 
severing operation. The provision of this 
clamping device, coöperating with the strip 
severing member, not only serves to facili 

tate the severing operation but avoids pos 
sibility of the strip being torn off within the 
container. The present invention also em 
bodies a strip guide which serves to position 
the free end of the severed strip conveni 
ently for the operator to engage it. 
As shown in the illustrated embodiment 

of the invention, the apparatus comprises 
generally a cylindrical container 10 having 
a hinged cover plate 11 through which the 
roll of sealing strip may be conveniently in 
serted. The roll of strip is conveniently po 
sitioned in the container by upstanding arms 
13 (one of which is shown in the drawing) 
and between which the roll is loosely, en 
gaged. Coöperating with the cylindrical 
container is a rectangular base portion 14 
which is provided with a liquid receptacle at 
its front portion. The base portion may 
preferably be provided with a flat weight 16 
to steady the device and to prevent its being 
readily tipped over. 
cured to the base portion by a fastening 
member 17, extending through the bottom 
of the guides 13, the container, the weight 
16 and the base. The receptacle 15 may be 
filled with water or other liquid to moisten 
the previously coated sealing strip or adhe 
sive for rendering adhesive an uncoated 
strip. This receptacle is also provided with 
a coating roll 18 journaled in the opposite 
sides of the receptacle and having its lower 
portion immersed in the liquid and its upper 
portion in convenient proximity to the seal 
ing strip as it is withdrawn from the con 
tainer. - 

It is desirable, as stated previously, to 
provide means for clamping the strip at the 
point at which it is withdrawn from the con 
tainer and in addition severing the strip 
after the desired length has been withdrawn 
and rendered adhesive. To this end the 
hinged cover member 11 is provided upon its 
front edge with a combined clamping and 
severing device indicated at 20. This device 
comprises a bent plate hinged to the edge 
of the cover at 21 and having a downwardly 
projecting portion 22 adapted to bear 
against the wall of the container at 23 and 
clamp the sealing strip therebetween, as in 
dicated. In order to place a substantially 
constant tension upon the sealing strip, the 
rear face of the plate 22 is engaged by a light 
spring 24 fastened to the inner side of the 
cover plate, as indicated. The member 20 in 
addition to the downwardly projecting por. 
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25 provided with a depending severing mem 
ber 26 hinged upon its front end at 27. The 
severing member normally stands in the pp 
sition shown in the drawing above the strip 
which is being withdrawn from the con 
tainer and in a convenient position to sever 
the strip when the latter is elevated into en 
gagement therewith. It will be obvious from the drawing and the accompanying descrip 
tion that the elevation of the strip into en 
gagement with the severing edge 27 causes 
an upward pressure to be exerted upon the 
member 26, tending to turn the member 20 
about the hinged axis 21. This movement 
causes the edge of the plate 22 to bind the 
sealing strip tightly at the point 23 and 
effectually clamp the strip during the sever 
ing operation. As soon as the strip is sev 
ered the clamping pressure is relieved and the 
strip is left under a normal light tension per 
mitting its easy withdrawal from the con 
tainer. A guide member in the form of a bent plate 30 having a substantially horizon: 
tal portion 31 is secured to the outer side of 
the plate 22 and serves to retain the free end 
of the severed strip in convenient position 
for engagement by the operator. In engag: 
ing the free end of the strip, the lower end of the severing plate may be swung inwardly 
about the axis 27 until the fingers of the op 
erator are in position to grasp the strip. 
This plate, as will be obvious to those skilled 
in the art, prevents the severed strip from 
curling upwardly into a position in which it 
would be difficult to grasp it by the opera 
tor. 
The cover plate is conveniently retained 

in place by a latch hook 32 hinged at 21, hav 
ing an inturned portion 33, which engages 
beneath a projecting lip 34 formed upon the 
wall of the container. As the container is 
made of sheet metal there is sufficient flexi 
bility to permit the engagement and disen 
gagement of the latch with the coöperating 
lip 34 when it is desired to replace the roll of 
sealing strip in the container. 
The present apparatus constitutes a sim 

ple and efficient means for serving sealing 
strips and for severing or cutting these 
strips when the desired length has been 
served without liability of the strip breaking 
inside of the container. The apparatus, fur 
thermore, enables substantially the entire 
roll of sealing strip to be utilized before its 
replacement by a new roll, which is an at 
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tribute much desired in devices of this char 
acter. 
While it is preferred to employ the spe 

cific construction and arrangement of parts 
shown and described, it will be understood 
that this construction is not essential except 
so far as specified in the claims, and may 
changed or modified without departing from 
the broader features of the invention. 
The invention having been described, what 

is claimed is: 
1. A sealing strip machine comprising a 

strip container, a clamping member hinged 
upon the container and having a portion 
adapted to clamp the strip against the wall 
of the container, and a severing device 
hinged upon the clamping member and 
adapted to cause an increased clamping pres 
sure when the strip is pressed thereagainst. 

2. A sealing strip machine comprising a strip container having a delivery opening 
in the front portion, a clamping member 
hinged in the opening and adapted to clamp 
the strip against the wall of the container, 
a severing member hinged upon the clamp 
ing member and positioned out of the path 
of the strip as it is withdrawn from the con tainer, and a guide extending forwardly 
from the clamping member and adapted to 
locate the free end of the severed strip in 
convenient location for the operator. 

8. A sealing strip machine comprising a 
strip container, a cover plate forthe con 
tainer, means for detachably securing the 
cover plate in place, a clamping member 
hinged upon the cover plate and having a 
portion adapted to engage and clamp a seal 
ing strip against the wall of the container, 
and a severing device pivotally supported 
by the clamping member and adapted to 
move the clamping member into clamping 
position when the sealing strip is pressed upwardly thereagainst. 

4. A sealing strip, machine comprising a 
container having a delivery opening in the 
front portion, a bent plate hinged in the 
opening and having a portion extending 
downwardly to engage and clamp the seal 
ing strip and a portion extending out 
wardly, and a depending severing member 
hinged upon the free end of the outwardly 
extending portion and adapted to sever the 
strip when the latter is moved upwardly thereagainst. 
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