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To all whon, it may concern, 
Be it known that I, JOHN B. McRAE, of 

Mount Holly, in the county of Union and 
State of Arkansas, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Flooring-Camps, of 
which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had to the annexed drawings, form 
ing a part thereof, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing my 
improved flooring-clamp in use. Fig. 2 is a 
side elevation. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts in the different figures of the 
drawings. 

5 The object of my invention is to provide a 
simple and effective means for forcing the 
joints of flooring or ceiling together as they 
are laid; and my invention consists in a lever 
having at its extremity a lateral point, and 
provided with a curved arim projecting from 
the side of the lever at right angles, and bent 
inward toward the lever and pointed, the 
point of the end of the lever and of the curved 
arm forming a fulcrum for the lever by the en 
gagement of the points with opposite sides of 
the joist, the points of the curved arm and the 
lower end of the lever being disposed or ar 
ranged in different planes, and all being made 
in one plece. 
The lever A, which is formed of iron or steel, 

is provided with a point, a, at the end thereof, 
which projects laterally from the body of the 
lever, and is bent outward slightly beyond the 
end of the lever. 
On the side of the lever A near the pointed 

extremity a curved arm, B, projects at right 
angles, and its extremity carries a point, b, 
which is directed toward the body of the lever 

A, and is located a hove the point a. The 
space between the points a,b is sufficient to ad 
mit of placing the lever on a joist with the 
points on opposite sides of the joist, as shown 
in Fig. 1, when; by swinging the lever in the 
direction indicated by the arrow, the points 
are made to enter the sides of the joist suffi 
ciently to form a fulcrum for the lever. 
By pushing the long arm of the lever for 

Ward against the edge of the strip of flooring 
or ceiling, or against a block placed on the 
edge of the strip, the strip of flooring may be 
forced against the edge of the strip last laid 
and held while it is nailed, so that a perfect 
joint is secured. -- - - - 
My improved flooring-clamp requires no ad 

justing screws or wedges or other auxiliary 
devices for securing it to the joists. It my 
be quickly applied and removed, and it may 
be made so small and light as to be readily 
portable. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
As an improved article of manufacture, a 

floor-clamp consisting of the lever provided at 
its one end with a lateral point, and a short 
distance from and in alignment with said 
point with an arm having a downward-ex 
tended portion having an inwardly-projecting 
point arranged in a plane forward of and 
above the point of the lever, substantially as 
and for the purpose set forth. 

JOHN B. MCRAE. 
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