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PRESENTING EVIDENTARY 
INFORMATION 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application is a continuation of application Ser. 
No. 1 1/873.230 filed Oct. 16, 2007 for Presenting Evidentiary 
Information. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

0002 The invention concerns the presentation of eviden 
tiary information on computer generated interfaces within 
secure user groups, specifically but not limited to, the presen 
tation of evidentiary information in a courtroom. Aspects of 
the invention include a set of interfaces, computer systems, 
methods and application Software. 

BACKGROUND ART 

0003 Legal proceedings of a courtroom or tribunal fre 
quently refer to evidentiary information that the Judge, wit 
ness, the legal representatives of the plaintiff and the defen 
dant wish to consider simultaneously. 
0004. Usually every person has a paper copy of each of the 
documents that may be referenced in the proceedings. For 
example, when counsel refers to a specific statutory declara 
tion counsel must wait to ensure that everyone else in the 
proceedings has located their copy of the declaration before 
they can continue. This introduces significant time delays into 
the proceedings which in turn significantly impacts on the 
length of these proceedings. 
0005 Private documents also are referenced in these pro 
ceedings such as pre-hearing analysis of evidence, annotated 
versions of previously reviewed evidence and plans for con 
duct of the case. For example, the legal representative team of 
the plaintiff may include counsel and multiple solicitors that 
all wish to refer to one of these private documents during the 
proceedings. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0006. In a first aspect the invention is a computer system to 
provide a set of computer generated interfaces for presenting 
evidentiary information to users of a secure user group, the 
computer system comprising: 

0007 a data store to store a set of items of evidentiary 
information and an indication of the order of the items 
within the set; and 

0008 a processor to access the data store to send to a 
first interface of at least one user a summary of the set of 
items in the order, to receive a request from the at least 
one user using the first interface to present the items in 
the order, and following receipt of a request to present an 
item, to access the data store to automatically send to the 
interfaces of the other users of the secure user group the 
item for presentation on the other interfaces in the order. 

0009. The data store may store a plurality of items of 
evidentiary information and the set of items may be the items 
in the data store that are associated with a same stored tag. 
There may be a plurality of tag types and there may be a 
plurality of sets of items. In the data store the item may have 
associated more than one type of tag. The processor may 
further operate to receive from the at least one user using the 
first interface a request for a tag to be associated with an item. 
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The processor may further operate to receive from the at least 
one user using the first interface a request for the creation of 
a new tag type. 
0010. The processor may further operate to receive the 
indication of the order of the items within the set from a user 
using an interface. The indication may be received from the 
interface that received the summary of the set of items in the 
order for presentation. The processor may further operate to 
receive an amendment to the indicated order. 
0011. A separate request may be received to present an 
item for each item in the set. 
0012. The secure user group may be users each having 
authority to view the items. The group may be secured by 
authentication of each user using a password and user name. 
The authentication may determine whether an interface is 
able to receive a request to present the items in order. 
0013 The interface may be an online interface, such as a 
website. The computer system may be located remotely to the 
court room, tribunal or similar environment where the evi 
dentiary information is presented. 
0014. An item of evidentiary information includes, but is 
not limited to, Sound recordings, images, bibliographic data 
(metadata), maps, plans, drawings or photographs. 
00.15 Presentation of an item of evidentiary information is 
the rendering of the item in a way that it can be seen or heard 
by the user. 
0016. The at least one user may be a legal representative of 
the plaintiff or defendant in legal proceedings. The username 
may be common to all members of a legal representative 
team. 

0017 More than one interface of the set of interfaces may 
be able to receive a request to present an item. 
0018. In a second aspect the invention is a set of computer 
generated interfaces for presenting evidentiary information to 
a secure user group, each user having at least one separate 
interface, wherein at least one interface is operable to receive 
an indication of an order of evidentiary information items 
within a set of items, to presenta Summary of the set of items 
in the indicated order and to receive requests to present each 
item to the other users in the secure user group in the order, 
wherein following a request received from the at least one 
interface to present an item to the other users, one interface of 
each of the other users automatically present the item in the 
order. 
(0019. Other aspects of the invention defined by the first 
and second aspects is Software installed on the computer 
system to be operable in the manner described. Further, a 
method of controlling the computer generated interfaces for 
presenting items to a secure user group in the manner 
described above. 
0020. A third aspect of the invention includes a method of 
presenting evidentiary information to a secure user group on 
a set of computer generated interfaces, comprising the steps 
of: 

0021 storing in a first data store an item of evidentiary 
information; 

0022 storing in the first data store or a second data store 
first private information of a first user relating to the item 
and associating the first private information with the 
item; wherein on request to present simultaneously the 
item to the first user and a second user, 

0023 retrieving the item from the first data store; 
0024 retrieving the first private information from the 

first or second data store; 
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0025 sending at least the first private information to the 
interface of a first user for presentation using the inter 
face; and 

0026 sending the item to the interface of the second 
user for presentation using the interface. 

0027. The private information may be an annotated ver 
sion of the item. 
0028. Alternatively or in addition, the first private infor 
mation may be observations relating to the item, Such as 
comments, identified legal issues relating to the item or 
grouping tags. 
0029. The method may further comprise the step of send 
ing the item to the first user. 
0030 The second data store may be remote from the first 
data store, such as local storage of the computer system of the 
first user. The step of retrieving the first private information 
may comprise retrieving the first private information from the 
remote second data store using an Internet connection. The 
step of retrieving the first private information may comprise 
authenticating with the second data store. 
0031. Alternatively, the first and second data store may be 
combined in the same physical storage device. 
0032. The method may further comprise determining 
whether the first private information is a an annotated version 
of the item and if so, selecting the annotated version for 
presentation on the interface. The method may further com 
prise receiving a request to present an annotated or non 
annotated version of the item currently presented on the inter 
face. 
0033. The method may further comprise storing in the first 
data store or a third data store second private information of 
the second user relating to the item and associating the second 
private information with the item; wherein on request to 
present the item to the first user and the second user simulta 
neously, retrieving the second private information from the 
first or third data store; and sending the second private infor 
mation to the second user for presentation using the interface. 
0034. The first and second user may each comprise a plu 

rality of users having a separate interface. 
0035. The method may further comprise authenticating 
the user, wherein the authentication determines the requests 
an interface of the user can receive, items the interface of the 
user can present and private information the interface of the 
user can present. The authentication is associated with the 
user's role secure user group. Such as their role in the legal 
proceedings. 
0.036 Where the item includes a document and biblio 
graphic data and a third user is a witness, the method further 
comprises sending only the document to the interface of a 
user for presentation using the interface. 
0037. In a fourth aspect the invention is a set of computer 
generated interfaces for presenting evidentiary information to 
a secure user group, each user having at least one separate 
interface, wherein at least one interface is operable to receive 
a request to present an item of evidentiary information to the 
users in the secure user group, wherein following the request, 
one interface of all users presents the item and any private 
information associated with the item and private to that user. 
0038. Further aspects of the invention described by the 
third and fourth aspect is a computer system and Software to 
perform the method. 
0039. In a fifth aspect the invention is a set of at least three 
computer generated interfaces for presenting evidentiary 
information to a secure user group, each user having at least 
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one separate interface, wherein a first interface is operable to 
receive a request to present an item of evidence to the second 
and third interface, and a second interface is operable to 
prevent the presentation of a new item of evidence, wherein 
following a request to present the item, the third interface 
presents the item and the item is not presented on the second 
interface. 
0040. A user may have a second and a third interface. A 
user may have multiple second interfaces. 
0041 Further aspects of the fifth aspect of the invention 
include Software, method and a computer system. 
0042. In a sixth aspect the invention is a set of at least three 
computer generated interfaces for presenting evidentiary 
information to a secure user group, each user having at least 
one separate interface, wherein the first interface is operable: 

0.043 to receive a request to present an item of eviden 
tiary information to the second and third interface, 
wherein following a request to present the item to the 
second and third interface, the second and third inter 
faces present the item; and 

0044 to receive a request to present the item to only the 
second interface wherein following a request to present 
the item to only the second interface, only the second 
interface presents the item. 

0045. The second and third interface may be operable in 
the same way as the first interface. 
0046. The second interface may be an interface that is 
shared by a set of users. A request to present the item on an 
interface may comprise selecting an individual user or a set of 
USCS. 

0047. Further aspects of the sixth aspect of the invention 
includes software, a method and a computer system. 
0048. Of course, many aspects of the invention can be 
combined. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0049. An example of the invention will now be described 
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which: 
0050 FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a computer system 
of the invention; 
0051 FIG. 2 is a flowchart of one embodiment of the 
invention; and 
0.052 FIGS. 3 to 18 are example online computer gener 
ated interfaces of the invention. 

BEST MODES OF THE INVENTION 

0053 An example of the invention as used in a courtroom 
during litigation proceedings will now be described. This 
example will be described with reference to the flow chart of 
FIG. 2. This flow chart shows the possible combination of all 
steps of the invention. As shown by the aspects of the inven 
tion described above, not all steps are essential for each aspect 
of the invention. 
0054 With reference to FIG. 1 a schematic diagram of a 
computer system 100 is shown. The computer system 100 
comprises a server 102 that is connected to the Internet 104. 
The server 102 has communication ports to send and receive 
data and instructions. The server 102 includes storage means 
to store the application Software that controls a processor of 
the server to perform the required processing step to provide 
the interfaces with the functionalities set out below. The stor 
age means is preferably a machine-readable medium that 
includes any mechanism that stores and/or transmits infor 
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mation in a form readable by a machine Such as a computer or 
processor. A machine-readable medium includes, for 
example, read only memory (ROM), random access memory 
(RAM), magnetic disk storage media, optical storage media, 
flash memory devices, and electrical, optical, acoustic or 
other forms of propagated signals, such as carrier waves, 
infrared signals, and digital signals. The server 102 has an 
associated data store 106, Such as a database management 
system, that is responsible for storing the bulk of the eviden 
tiary information that can be presented on the interfaces. The 
database 106 may store information for multiple cases but 
only one case will be discussed here. For each case, the data 
store 106 Stores evidentiary information, Such as documents, 
and user access authorization information. 

0055 For each document, a graphic of the document is 
stored, such as a TIFF or JPEG file, public data associated 
with the document is also stored, and finally private informa 
tion that can only be presented to the team of users in the 
proceedings that placed the private data on the data store. 
0056. The user computers located in a courtroom 108 are 
also shown. These computers 110 to 116 are all laptops in this 
example. Each laptop 110 to 116 is connected to a router 118 
that provides internet connection to each laptop. The laptops 
110 to 116 include a display device, such as an LCD screen on 
which the online computer interface of the invention can be 
displayed. The laptops 110 to 116 also include a mouse and 
keyboard through which the users can interact with the inter 
face as will be described in further detail below in order to 
change the information presented on that user's interface and 
also the information presented in the interfaces of the other 
users. Each laptop has installed application software such as 
Internet Explorer within which the online computer gener 
ated interface can be displayed. 
0057. In this example, 110 is one or more laptops of the 
plaintiffs legal team (such as solicitor and barrister), 112 is 
one or more laptops of the defendant’s legal team, 114 is the 
laptop of the Judge and 116 is the laptop of the witness. Each 
legal team and the Judge each separately comprise a set of 
users (or team). While each user within a set may be given a 
unique username and password combination, each user of a 
set may have the same authority level. That is, all users with 
the same set can see the same public and private information. 
0058. The online interface to the server 102 can be 
accessed outside the courtroom 108. For example, the legal 
practitioner of the plaintiff (“plaintiff) can use their laptop 
110 or a different laptop 111 that also has Internet 104 access. 
Private information of the legal team can be stored on a 
private data store of the computer 111. Alternatively, the 
private information can be stored on a data store 113(c) of a 
server 113(b) that is connected to the laptop 111 either using 
the Internet 104 or as part of a Local Area Network (LAN) 
provided the LAN can also be accessed externally using the 
Internet. 

0059. Initially the database must be populated with the 
evidentiary information that is associated with the case. This 
can be done as part of the discovery process, either from the 
commencement of the legal proceedings or retrospectively, 
Such as just before the court proceedings commence. Items 
are received and stored (70) by the server 102 into the data 
store 106. Depending on the settings given to an item of 
evidentiary information it can be made public to the other side 
and the Judge, or can remain private to the party adding the 
item until otherwise made public at a later date. 
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0060. In this example evidentiary information is added to 
the data store 106 by providing a copy of the information 
(either in paper or electronic form) to the server 102 admin 
istrator. The administrator operates the server to assign each 
item a unique identifier within the database. In the case of a 
document, this involves storing in the data store associated 
with the unique identifier at least an electronic graphical 
representation of the document such as a TIFF file. Meta data 
can also be saved at this time. 
0061 The plaintiffmay choose to add to the data store 106 
an annotated version of the document that is a separate file to 
the original bald document (72). In this case this version of the 
document would be private information that could only be 
visible to the user group that caused the document to be 
added. In this case, when the plaintiff presents an item such as 
a document their interface will present their annotated ver 
sion, such as a TIFF version of a document with handwritten 
comments, in preference to the bald version of the document. 
0062. The computer generated interface residing in server/ 
processor 102 can be accessed outside the courtroom. In this 
example the user wishing to access the interface is the legal 
representative of the plaintiff. 
0063. Using the computer 111, the plaintiff must use an 
Internet browser application software installed on the com 
puter 111 in order to view the online interface and login to the 
server 102. Once the correct URL is entered a login display is 
presented within the Internet browser as shown in FIG. 3. 
0064. The plaintiff then enters their username and pass 
word and if correct is presented with the interface of FIG. 4. 
There are five modules listed on the side of the interface being 
search 200, published views 202, court record 204, reference 
206 and administration 208. Each of these provide function 
alities to the user some of which that relate to various features 
of the invention as claimed will be described here. 
0065. Once an item of evidentiary information has been 
stored in the data store 106 the plaintiff may wish to annotate 
an item with comments and other notes and store that infor 
mation as private information 72. 
0066. The private information can be typed comments that 
are presented together with the item and can include things 
like observations about the item or planned questions about 
the item that can be asked in court. These annotations are only 
accessible by the team of users that made the annotations and 
this is controlled by the access permissions defined by the 
user's username and password. 
0067. In order to add private information to an item, the 
item must first be located. By clicking on the search module 
200 the simplified query interface is displayed to the plaintiff 
as shown in FIG. 5. The plaintiff populates the search fields to 
produce 34 search result as shown in FIG. 6. This results 
display is divided into three sections. The top left section 220 
presents the metadata for the item currently presented, which 
in this case is the first item of the 34 results. The right hand 
section 222 presents an image of the item, which in this case 
is a document. The bottom left hand section 224 presents a 
summary list of the results of the search. 
0068. In this example, the plaintiff wishes to add private 
information to this first document. There are three categories 
of private information, the first is comments 228, the second 
is issues 330, and third is tags 332. 
0069. A comment 228 may be any text concerning the 
document, such as a possible advocacy question, a descrip 
tion of an identified inconsistency or other observation. Here 
there is one comment already added. To add a comment the 
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plaintiff clicks "click to edit 250 from the comment pick list 
236. This causes the pop up window of FIG.7 to be displayed. 
This popup window shows a Summary of the comments that 
have been previously added at the bottom 240. In this case a 
comment on the letter was added by the plaintiff on 21 Apr. 
2007. This comment can be deleted by clicking “remove” 
242. The text of the new comment is typed in the box 244 and 
then “Add 246 is clicked. Then once this pop-up window is 
closed by clicking “close 248 the plaintiff returns to the 
interface shown in FIG. 6 and the comments count will have 
increased to 2. 

0070 Issues 330 are matters of fact and law that are in 
contention between the parties. Coding items of evidentiary 
information with the issues effectively relates all items that 
pertain to a particular matter of fact or law. In combination 
with other search criteria issues can assist in refining 
searches. Issues can be included within hierarchies that are 
predefined. 
0071. In this example issues have already been assigned to 
the document, including structural and negligence advice. By 
clicking the "+ 253 the pop up window of FIG. 8 is shown. 
The issues associated with the document can be changed by 
ticking or un-ticking the checkboxes (some indicated at 252) 
and then clicking "update 254. This returns the plaintiff to 
the interface shown in FIG. 6. 

0072 Tags 332 are an indication that a group of items have 
Something in common and are in some way related. Using 
tags 332 is a good way to save search results, or group related 
items into a set. Tags can be used in combination with search 
criteria and the ordering function (described later). 
0073. In this example tags Briefs to Counsel, Potbelly I, 
BTB Evidence Issues and 35 Chronology Master have 
already been associated with this document. By clicking the 
“+ 260 the pop up window of FIG. 9 is shown. The issues 
associated with the document can be changed by ticking or 
un-ticking the check boxes (some indicated at 262) and then 
clicking "update 264. This returns the plaintiff to the inter 
face shown in FIG. 6. 

0074 Tags can also be bulk assigned to items 74. For 
example, by clicking “Bulk Assign 270 a similar pop up box 
as shown in FIG.9 will be displayed. The checkboxes ticked 
or un-ticked will affect all 34 items that were results of the 
search as Summarised at 224. 

0075. The private tags themselves are defined by the user. 
To create and manage existing tags the module “Reference' 
274 is clicked and the interface shown in FIG. 10 is displayed. 
In the top left corner 280 a summary of the tags within their 
hierarchy are presented similarly to FIG. 8. This top left 
corner is best shown in shown in FIG. 10(b). It can be seen 
that the tags are divided into public tags and user tags. In this 
example, the public tags are visible to all user's having access 
to this information, such as both legal teams and the Judge. 
The user tags are private to the user or team of users. The 
authorisation of the Judge and the defendant’s legal team will 
not allow them to view the private user tags of the legal team 
of the plaintiff. 
0076. In the bottom left corner 282 tags can be added and 
managed. For example, by clicking “tags' 284 a new tag can 
be added. As shown in FIG. 11, this includes filing in the “Tag 
Name” field with the name of the tag, in this case “Witness A 
286. Next the location of new tag within the hierarchy is 
selected as shown at 288. The new tag is created to fit within 
the hierarchy under Tag 1 as indicated at 290. A text descrip 
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tion of the tag can be entered into at 292 and “Add 294 is 
clicked. This causes the new tag name “Witness A to appear 
in hierarchy beneath 290. 
0077 Private information, including comments 228, 
issues 330, user tags 332 and annotated versions of docu 
ments can be stored 72 in either the local database 113(a), a 
shared private database 113(b) or the server 106. It can be 
stored anywhere that can be accessed by the server and pre 
sented on the interface of an authorised person both inside and 
outside the court room. The server 102 causes the private 
database 113(a) or 113(c) or and the data store 106 to be 
accessed when the users make information requests to ensure 
that all data, both public and private is accessible by the user 
on their interface. If the private information is stored in the 
data store 106 the information is stored within a separate 
database to prevent unauthorised access to the private infor 
mation. In this example this authentication is driven from the 
unique user name and passwords of the users. 
0078 User teams of the legal representatives and the 
Judge can create and store private information in a private 
database. 

0079 At some time before items of evidentiary informa 
tion are referred to in the proceeding the plaintiff 111 may 
wish to organise sets of items in the sequences that they are 
intended for presentation to a witness or in anticipation of 
moving the admission of material as evidence 76. Referring 
again to FIG. 10, the tag “Tag 1' 296 is selected and the 
interface shown in FIG. 12 is then displayed to the plaintiff. In 
the right hand side 300 a summary of the set of items belong 
ing to this tag is presented. 
0080. The plaintiff can now sort the items so that the set of 
items is re-ordered in the order that they will be referenced in 
court. In this example the plaintiff enters the numbers 1 to 6 in 
the text boxes (some labeled 302) under the heading "Sort 
306. These numbers reflect the anticipated order of use of the 
items by the plaintiff. Once the numbers are entered, the 
heading "Sort 306 is clicked and this causes the summary of 
the set of items belonging to this tag to be presented in the 
nominated order as shown in FIG. 13. All items that were not 
given a number are then listed underneath the items having a 
defined order as shown in FIG. 12. 

I0081. The unique username defines the particular access 
the user has to the information stored in the database and the 
functionalities that are available from their interface. Further, 
the use of usernames and passwords enable the creation of a 
team or set of users by predefining which users belong to the 
same team or set. Each user is identified by their username. In 
relation to each user: 

0082 a witness is presented only the items that have 
been presented (i.e. published) to their interface. Using 
their interface they can manipulate a presented docu 
ment just as if it was a hard copy, such as turning pages 
and rotating the document. They cannot see the associ 
ated public data. 

0.083 the Judge can receive published items and 
manipulate them just as the witness can but is also pre 
sented simultaneously on the interface the public data 
associated with the item such as the metadata and any of 
the Judicial team's private information. The Judge can 
also search for items and manage tags. 

0084 legal practitioners have the same access as the 
Judge, however they can only view their own user team's 
private information. 
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0085. In use, firstly the computer system of the courtroom 
must be set-up. Next, each user must then login to the server 
102 in order to be presented with a computer generated inter 
face. Any authorised user, most often a member of the Judicial 
team, may login into the server 102 on the witness' behalf. In 
Some circumstances it is desirable to identify witnesses with 
personal user identities associated with the restricted user set 
“witnesses'. 

I0086. In this example the Judge is logged into the com 
puter 114 and the Judge's private information is stored on the 
database 106. The witness is logged into computer 116 and 
has no private information. The plaintiffs legal team is logged 
into laptops 110 and their private information is stored on the 
database 113(c) which is accessed using the server 113(b) 
which is connected to the Internet. The defendant’s legal team 
is logged into one or more laptops 112 and has the private 
information stored locally on one of the laptops and the lap 
tops of the team. 
0087 Presentation of a document virtually hands that 
document, open at a page being referenced, to the recipient. 
Once the document has been presented in the interface the 
recipient, within the limits of his or her security definition, 
can deal with the evidence as if it had been found directly in 
the database or handed to the recipient in hard copy. 
0088 For the witness, this means being able to Zoom, 
re-orient, turn pages and mark the document. 
0089 For the Judge, legal practitioner or other authorized 
participant this means being able deal with the itemjust as the 
witness can but also being able to read associated public data 
and make private notes and comments and to Switch to view 
a private annotated version of the item. 
0090. In this Example “Tag 1” defines a set of items that 
will be referenced when questioning a witness by the plain 
tiff. During the questioning of the witness by Counsel for the 
plaintiff, the instructing Solicitor of the plaintiff can request 
the items to be presented to the other users in the courtroom 
on their respective interfaces as the items are referenced. 
0091. The plaintiff can make a presentation request using 
the interface shown in FIG. 13. As previously stated in the 
right hand side 300 a summary of the set of items belonging 
to this tag is presented 78. In this example, to publish an item 
the plaintiff solicitor simply clicks 80 the radio button (one 
labeled 310) next to that item. This causes the pop up window 
312 shown in FIG. 14 to be displayed. By clicking OK 314, 
the “published views' 202 module now presents to every user 
accessing an interface in this case the graphic of the first 
document 82. The view of the defendant’s “published view’ 
is shown in FIG. 15. 

0092. The plaintiff instructing solicitor repeats these pub 
lication steps for the second item by clicking the radio button 
31880. Again, the pop up appears as shown in FIG. 14 and 
once “OK”314 is clicked the “published views' presentation 
of FIG. 15 changes to present the graphic of the second 
document 82. 
0093. Alternatively the plaintiff instructing solicitor may 
choose to click “View Documents' 340. This causes the inter 
face to change to appear as shown in FIG.16 with a Summary 
for the set of items 75 in the nominated order to appear in the 
bottom left hand corner 350. This allows the plaintiff to 
review the item before causing it to be presented on all other 
interfaces of the users. By clicking 80 “Publish to All'360 the 
document in the list as presented on the right hand side 222 
will be presented to all users 82. 
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0094. The presenting of private information will now be 
described with reference to FIGS. 15 to 18. FIG.16 shows the 
plaintiffs interface presenting the document with the unique 
identifier BTB-001-001-0002 at 222. As discussed in relation 
to FIG. 6, at 220 the metadata and the private information 362 
is presented. In this example, the server 102 retrieves from the 
public database stored on 106 the graphic of the document 
and the metadata, including location, objective and date. 
0095. In order to present the private information of the 
plaintiff associated with this document including comments 
228, issues 330 and tags 332 the server 102 must access the 
private information stored on the database 113(c) by commu 
nicating with the server 113(b) to retrieve the relevant infor 
mation and make it available for presentation to the plaintiff. 
0096. In this example, the plaintiffs private information as 
shown in 362 comprises two comments, a set of issues and a 
set of tags. By clicking on the 2 comments 364 the pop up box 
as shown in FIG. 17 appears. 
0097. This can be compared to the interface of the defen 
dant presenting the same document as shown in FIG. 15. Here 
there is no Summary at the left bottom corner as the presen 
tation of the document 370 is based on a publication from 
another user rather than the defendant's selection from a 
search or “View Documents' request. Again, the same public 
metadata 380 of location, objection and date is presented to 
the defendant. 

(0098. The defendant’s private information 382 is also 
simultaneously presented next to the document. In order to 
present the private information of the defendant associated 
with this document including comments 383, issues 384 and 
tags 385 the server 102 must access the private information 
stored on the local storage of the defendant’s laptop 112 to 
retrieve the relevant information and make it available for 
presentation to the defendant within the interface. 
0099. There is one comment associated with this docu 
ment, and by clicking 388 the pop-up box shown in FIG. 18 
appears. 

0100. It can be seen that the private information 382 of the 
defendant is different to the private information of the plain 
tiff. The comments shown in FIGS. 17 and 18 are different. 
The tags and issues are also different. 
0101. In some cases the private information may include a 
private version of the item. For example the defendant may 
have an annotated version of the document shown in FIG. 15 
stored on their local data base containing the other private 
information. In this case the server 102 automatically checks 
the defendant's database to ensure that the private version is 
presented to the defendant in preference to the public version. 
Alternatively, an indication may be stored on the database 106 
associated with the document indicating that a private version 
of this document is available in the defendant’s private infor 
mation. In this case the server 102 initially checks the data 
base 106 for this indication before attempting to retrieve the 
private version from the defendant's local database. 
0102) While the same document is presented to all partici 
pants, this allows each user to receive data and alternative 
copies of the documents which are unique to their role and 
prior participation in the proceedings. Practically, this means 
that, without the need for a private search, questioning Coun 
sel can be automatically delivered a highlighted version of the 
document with associated questions and comments while the 
Witness and Judge are concurrently virtually handed the reg 
istry's unmarked bald copy of the document. 
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0103) The private version may also be preferred for pre 
sentation when the document is viewed as a result of a search. 
0104. The user may select which version of the item they 
wish to have presented, either as a predetermined setting for 
all or individual items. The interface may also allow the user 
to alter which version of the item that is presented while it is 
currently being presented allowing the user to easily Switch 
between the two. 
0105. The ability to interact with published evidence may 
create a condition where a legal practitioner will wish to 
continue reading, analysing or commenting on an item of 
evidence currently being discussed and presented while the 
court moves on to address a Subsequent item of evidence. 
0106. In this example, the plaintiffmay wish to publish the 
next document in the list, however the defendant solicitor 
wishes to continue reading the document presented on the 
interface shown in FIG. 15. To do this the defendant clicks 84 
“Freeze' 400. When the plaintiff next clicks “OK” 314 or 
“Publish to All 360 in relation to a different document the 
presentation of the graphic of the document 370 will not 
accept the new document and will remain unchanged. 
0107 The freeze function also facilitates a witness being 
asked to compare documents or any other user that wishes to 
compare documents. The witness and/or practitioners can 
“Freeze' 400 the current document and open a second win 
dow to receive a second document. Additional Internet 
browser windows can be opened and a new interface dis 
played within it that can accept the next published document 
or can present the document located by a search using that 
interface. This is the technological equivalent of asking the 
witness to retain one item of evidence while being handed a 
second item of evidence, to examine both and respond to 
questions comparing the two. 
0108. As a further feature, where an interface has pre 
sented two or more documents the user, the user may click a 
“Previous’ button (not shown) to navigate back to a previ 
ously presented document. 
0109. It is also possible to restrict publication to an indi 
vidual user or a defined set of users. For example, Counsel 
might ask an instructing Solicitor, who might be in the court 
room or remotely located, to locate a document unexpectedly 
required in evidence. The found document can then be pre 
sented privately to Counsel making the request. Once satis 
fied the document found is that required Counsel can on 
publish the document limiting the publication to the Judge 
and opposing Counsel with a view to obtaining the Judge's 
authority to put the document to the Witness. 
0110 Referring to FIG. 16, to do this the plaintiff solicitor 
must have a document presented in the interface at 222. Such 
as from the result of a search. Next the plaintiff clicks “Pub 
lished to User 500 and the pop-up box shown on FIG. 19 is 
presented 86. The document that was presented at 222 is 
identified by the unique identifier at 502. Next, the plaintiff 
must select which page 504 of the document should be pre 
sented and the name of the user 506 that plaintiff wishes to 
publish to 506. In this case the plaintiff selects “plaintiff 
which selects every user in the plaintiffs legal team. Alterna 
tively, the list can also identify individual users for selection. 
Next the plaintiff clicks publish 508 and the document is 
presented on the interface of Counsel that is not "frozen'. 
0111. Once that Judge's authorisation has been obtained, 
the Judge or Counsel or the Instructing Solicitor can on 
publish the document publicly to the Witness and all other 
participants by clicking “Publish All 360. 
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0112 Advantages of embodiments of the invention 
include: 

0113 enhance the quality and reduce the cost of legal 
practice and process, delivering benefits to both legal 
practitioners and their clients. 

0114 helps meet the requirements of Counsel for pre 
sentation of evidence. 

0115 The party making Submissions or questioning can 
control publication and be confident the correct item will 
be quickly presented. 

0116 Hearings accelerate as the instructing solicitor 
anticipates the item being called rather than Counsel 
reciting the item number and waiting for an operator to 
search, retrieve and present the item. 

0117 The need for and cost of a dedicated courtroom 
operator is eliminated. 

0118. Subject to the control of the Judge and allocated 
system security rights, any person, Instructing Solicitor, 
Counsel, Judge or even the witness can assume the tra 
ditional operator role at any time. 

0119. It will be appreciated by persons skilled in the art 
that numerous variations and/or modifications may be made 
to the invention as shown in the specific embodiments without 
departing from the spirit or scope of the invention as broadly 
described. 
I0120 For example, there may be more users in the court 
room. The Judge may also have an associate that is also given 
a username and password. The Judge's associate is given the 
same access levels as the Judge but can operate their interface 
independently to the Judge. Also there may be a separate 
computer to drive an interface for the jury. 
I0121 The computers 110 to 116 may be replaced with 
slave display screens. In this case a single computer is con 
nected to each of these display Screens that can perform the 
local processing for each display 110 to 116. 
0.122 The present embodiments are, therefore, to be con 
sidered in all respects as illustrative and not restrictive. 

1-14. (canceled) 
15. A machine-readable medium having one or more 

instructions for presenting evidentiary information to a 
secure user group, which when executed by a processor 
causes the processor to: 

receive a request from one of the users to present an item of 
evidentiary information to the other users in the secure 
user group; and 

present the item of evidentiary information requested and 
any private information from the one user associated 
with the item of evidentiary information. 

16. A machine-readable medium having one or more 
instructions for presenting evidentiary information to a 
secure user group having at least three users, which when 
executed by a processor causes the processor to: 

receive a request from a first user to present an item of 
evidentiary information to a second and a third user, 

present a new item of evidentiary information upon request 
of the second user, and 

present the new item of evidentiary information to the first 
and third user only. 

17. A machine-readable medium having one or more 
instructions for presenting evidentiary information to a 
secure user group having at least three users, which when 
executed by a processor causes the processor to: 
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receive a request from a first user of the secure user group 
to present an item of evidentiary information to a second 
and a third user of the secure user group; 

present the item of evidentiary information to the second 
and third user; 

receive a request to present the item to only the second user 
of the secure user group; and 

present the item of evidentiary information only to the 
second user. 

18. The machine-readable mechanism of claim 16 further 
comprising instructions which when executed by the proces 
Sor causes the processor to: 

receive a request from one of the users to present an item of 
evidentiary information to the other users in the secure 
user group; and 

present the item of evidentiary information requested and 
any private information from the one user associated 
with the item of evidentiary information requested. 

19. The machine-readable mechanism of claim 17 further 
comprising instructions which when executed by the proces 
Sor cause the processor to: 
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receive a request from one of the users to present an item of 
evidentiary information to the other users in the secure 
user group; and 

present the item of evidentiary information requested and 
any private information from the one user associated 
with the item of evidentiary information. 

20. The machine-readable medium of claim 18 further 
comprising instructions which when executed by the proces 
Sor causes the processor to: 

receive a request from a first user of the secure user group 
to present an item of evidentiary information to a second 
and a third user of the secure user group; 

present the item of evidentiary information to the second 
and third user; 

receive a request to present the item of evidentiary infor 
mation to only the second user of the secure user group; 
and 

present the item of evidentiary information only to the 
second user. 


