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57) ABSTRACT 
A travel make-up case comprises a body portion to 
which are hinged auxiliary storage boxes or contain 
ers, the latter being shiftable to use and non-use posi 
tions. A hinged cover on the body portion is adapted 
to overlie and coincide with the tops of the body por 
tion and auxiliary boxes when the case is closed. The 
body portion contains electrical components and con 
trols and the hinged cover contains an illuminated 
mirror. 

5 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures 
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TRAVEL MAKE-UP. CASE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Foldable dressing cases including cases having illumi 
nated mirrors are known in the prior art. Examples of 5 
the prior art are contained in U.S. Pat. No. 1,600,830; 
2,145,462; and 3,578,000. In general, such prior art de 
vices have suffered from undue complexity and cost 
and inconvenience of manipulation from undue com 
plexity and cost and inconvenience of manipulation 
and transporting. 
The prime objective of this invention is to provide a 

make-up or vanity case for travel or home use which is 
versatile, convenient to use, compact and not unduly 
costly or heavy. In providing such a case, the invention 
constitutes a significant improvement over the known 
prior art and is therefore thought to be entirely practi 
cal and feasible for manufacturing, 
More particularly, the travel make-up case of the in 

vention consists of a shallow rectangular body portion 
containing electrical components and controls as well 
as basic storage compartments. A pair of auxiliary stor 
age boxes are hinged to the forward corners of the body 
portion and are readily swingable between side out 
wardly extended positions and side-by-side folded posi 
tions in front of the body portion. When in the latter 
positions, the auxiliary boxes and the body portion 
form a contiguous rectangular structure, Hinged to the 
rear of the body portion is a cover for the case having 
a sturdy handle and being adapted for vertical swinging 
between upstanding use and downwardly closed posi 
tions. The cover contains a mirror and electrical illumi 
nating means. When the cover is closed, it overlies and 
coincides with the tops of the body portion and two 
auxiliary boxes when the latter are disposed in their in 
ward opposing positions forwardly of the body portion. 
Coacting latch elements are provided on the cover and 
auxiliary boxes. When closed and latched, the case is 
in the form of a clean rectangular parallelepiped, with 
the carrying handle spanning one edge portion thereof. 
Other features and advantages of the invention will 

become apparent during the course of the following de 
tailed description. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF . DRAWING FIGURES 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a travel make-up case 

embodying the invention and shown in a fully closed 
transporting position. 
FIG, 2 is a perspective view of the case in a first open 

or use position. 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the case closed and 

showing the opposite side from that illustrated in FIG. 
1. 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the case in a second 

open or use position. 
FIG, 5 is a similar perspective view of the case with 

parts broken away and showing the lids of the auxiliary 
hinged boxes opened. 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the case similar to 

FIG.3 showing a cable storage compartment in the rear 
of the cover and an associated hinged closure panel. 
FIG. 7 is a wiring schematic showing the electrical 

components embodied in the device. 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Referring to the drawings in detail wherein like nu 
merals designate like parts, the numeral 10 designates 
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2 
a rectangular body portion which is preferably about 
16 inches wide and 8 inches from back-to-front and 
about 3 inches deep, although these dimensions are not 
critical and may be varied somewhat. However, they 
represent the general preferred size of the body portion 
10 for greatest convenience to the user. The body por 
tion 10 is provided at one side with a relatively narrow 
front-to-back rectangular compartment 11 for miscel 
laneous small articles and to receive the sliding slotted 
brace 12 of a hinged cover 13 for the make-up case, to 
be described in detail. 
The body portion 10 further includes a forward trans 

versely elongated storage compartment 14, having a 
vertically swingable hinged cover 15 flush with the top 
of the body portion 10 when closed. The compartment 
14 is adapted to contain a large size can of hair spray 
or the like. 
Rearwardly of storage compartment 14, is a closed 

compartment 16 of like size and shape containing an 
electrical transformer 17, FIG. 7, and having a pair of 
electrical outlets 18 on the top panel 19 thereof so that 
the user of the case may conveniently operate a hair 
dryer or similar electrical appliances. Also disposed on 
the cover panel 19 is an on and off switch 20 for illumi 
nating means and a safety switch 21 to assure cutting 
off of electrical power when the cover 13 is closed. The 
safety switch 21 is engaged by an element 22 of the 
hinged cover 13 when the latter is closed. A fuse 23 for 
the electrical circuit shown in FIG. 7 is also mounted 
on the cover panel 19 of compartment 16. 
Hinged to the rear upper transverse edge of body 

portion 10 by a continuous piano hinge 24 is the previ 
ously-mentioned cover 1 for the case, which is prefera 
bly about 16 inches square and of a depth approxi 
mately the depth of the body portion 10, or slightly 
deeper, if preferred. The hinged cover 13 has a rigid 
handle 25 of cylindrical form spanning the same trans 
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versely adjacent to its interior side, FIG. 2, so that the 
handle will be arranged at the center of the case depth 
wise, FIG. 1, when the case is closed for carrying. The 
handle has sturdy side braces 26 which are attached to 
the sides of the cover 13 at plural points 27 along its 
front-to-back dimension. The previously-named sliding 
brace 12 is pivoted at 28 to one side of the cover 13 and 
has a sliding connection with an element of the body 
portion 10 on one side wall of the storage compartment 
1. 
Within the central area of the cover 13 is mounted a 

relatively large rectangular mirror 29 which extends for 
the full height of the cover 13 when the latter is in the 
upstanding use position, and also extends for a major 
portion of the width of the cover. On opposite sides of 
the mirror 29 are a pair of parallel illuminating light 
tubes 30 which also extend for the full height of the 
cover 13. These light tubes are held within reflectors 31 
which direct the light inwardly, and preferably light dif 
fuser plates 32 cover the reflectors and light tubes. A 
flexible cable 33 delivering current to the two fluores 
cent tubes 30 bridges the hinge joint between the cover 
13 and body portion 10 and enters the compartment 16 
through an opening in panel 19. 
Referring to FIG. 7, it will be seen that the before 

mentioned fuse 23 is located in the power cable 34, 
FIG. 6, ahead of the convenience outlets 18 and ahead 
of the on and off and safety switches 20 and 21. The 
primary coil of transformer 17 is connected across the 
cable 34 and the secondary coil of the transformer is 
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connected across the illuminating tubes 30, relfectors 
31 being rounded as shown. The cable 34 may be 
plugged into any convenient 1 15 volt AC outlet. 
For further convenience and compactness, the power 

cable 34 may be coiled up and stored during transport 
ing of the case in a storage compartment 35 of the main 
cover 13. This storage compartment has a hinged clo 
sure panel 36, FIG. 7, which is flush with the outer wall 
of the cover 13 when closed. 
The make-up case further comprises a pair of equally 

sized square auxiliary article storage boxes 37 having 
the same depths as the body portion 10 and forming ex 
tensions thereof in two positions as illustrated in FIGS. 
2 and 4. These boxes 37 have hinged lids 38 which are 
flush with the tops of boxes 37 and body portion 10 
when closed. The boxes 37 are hinged at corresponding 
corners to the forward vertical corners of body portion 
10 by hinges 39 which allow the two boxes to swing in 
a common horizontal plane to and from the side ex 
tended positions of FIG. 4 and the abutting side-by-side 
positions of FIG. 2 where the boxes 37 are immediately 
forwardly of the body portion 10 and form therewith a 
continuous square body of the same dimensions as the 
cover 13. When in the side extended positions of FIG. 
4, the boxes 37 form with the body portion 10 a contin 
uous transversely elongated rectangle of uniform 
depth. 
When in the position of FIG. 2, the boxes 37 and 

body portion 10 may receive upon them the hinged 
cover 13 by swinging the latter downwardly about the 
hinge 24 to the closed position shown in FIGS. 1 and 
3. In such closed position, the components of the case 
are securely locked by luggage-type latches 40 having 
mating components 41 and 42 on the cover 13 and two 
boxes 37, respectively. The side braces 26 of the handle 
25 and an additional crossbar or plate 43 on the cover 
1 at right angles to these braces form a projecting lip 
on the cover which overlaps the upper edges of body 
portion 10 and boxes 37 when the cover 13 is closed for 
additional security and to make a clean appearance, 
When closed, FIGS, 1 and 3, the make-up case presents 
a clean appearance, free of projections except for the 
sturdy carrying handle 25. It is then in the form essen 
tially of a rectangular parallelepiped, 
When opened for use, FIG. 2 and FIG, 4, the case af. 

fords maximum versatility and convenience for the 
user, compactness and ease of operation. 

In some cases, a different form of handle, such as a 
flexible, folding or retractable handle may be employed 
in lieu of the rigid handle 25. 
As an added optional safety feature, a thermal cut-off 

switch may be located in the transformer compartment 
16 in series with the primary winding of transformer 17. 
Should the temperature in the transformer compart 
ment ever rise above safe limits, the thermal cut-off 
switch would automatically cut off power to the trans 
former. The safety switch 21 cuts off power to the 
transformer whenever the lid or cover 13 is closed. 

It is to be understood that the form of the invention 
herewith shown and described is to be taken as a pre 
ferred example of the same, and that various changes 
in the shape, size and arrangement of parts may be re 
sorted to, without departing from the spirit of the in 
vention or scope of the subjoined claims. 
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4 
I claim: 
1. A travel make-up case or the like comprising a 

rectangular body portion having a storage compart 
ment for electrical components and having additional 
utility compartment means, said body portion adapted 
to rest horizontally during use when the case is open, 
a pair of equal size auxiliary box compartments hinged 
to the two forward corners of the rectangular body por 
tion and being of equal depth with the body portion and 
adapted to lie in a common horizontal plane with the 
body portion when the case is open for use, the axes of 
the hinges connecting the auxiliary box compartments 
with the body portion then being vertical and the auxili 
ary box compartments being swingable in said horizon 
tal plane to side-by-side substantially abutting positions 
forwardly of the body portion and to alternate use posi 
tions at the opposite sides of the body portion substan 
tially abutting said opposite sides, the two auxiliary box 
compartments when in the first-named use position ex 
tending forwardly of said body portion for a distance 
substantially equal to the front-to-back depth of the 
body portion and also extending across the full frontal 
width of the body portion, the auxiliary box compart 
ments when in the second-named use position extend 
ing outwardly of the opposite sides of the body portion 
equidistantly and also extending for the entire front-to 
back depth of the body portion and approximately dou 
bling the lateral width of the body portion in said sec 
ond use position, and a unitary rectangular cover for 
the case hinged to the rear upper corner of the body 
portion by a horizontal axis hinge and being vertically 
swingable from an upright use position to a down hori 
Zontal case closing position, said cover containing illu 
minated mirror means electrically coupled with said 
electrical components in said compartment means of 
the body portion, said rectangular cover adapted to 
overlie and cover the body portion and said auxiliary 
box compartments when the latter are positioned in the 
first use position immediately forwardly of the body. 
portion, said cooperating latch means for the case on 
the cover and on the two auxiliary box compartments 
whereby the case is rigidly held closed and the auxiliary 
box compartments are rigidly held in said first use posi 
tion ahead of said body portion, the closed case being 
box-like and rectangular, 

2. The structure of claim 1, and a carrying handle 
means for the case on said cover and disposed near the 
meeting plane of the cover with the body portion and 
said auxiliary box compartments when the case is 
closed. 

3. The structure of claim 1, and said cover having a 
storage chamber for cable on its exterior side, and a 
hinged closure panel for said chamber lying flush with 
said exterior side when in a closed position. 

4. The structure of claim 1, and hinged closure panels 
for the tops of said auxiliary box compartments lying 
flush with said tops and flush with the top of the body 
portion when closed. 

5. The structure of claim 1, wherein the depth of said 
rectangular cover is approximately equal to the depths 
of the body portion and said auxiliary box compart 
ments, whereby the closed case is rendered symmetri 
cal and balanced. 
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