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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FREDERICK G. STARK, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Man 
chester, in the county of Hillsborough and 
State of New Hampshire, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Ham 
mers; and I do hereby declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same. - 
This invention relates to an improvement 

in hammers for driving nails, &c., the object 
thereof being to so construct the hammer 
that a nail may be held by the head thereof 
to assist in driving it in places where it is 
impossible and extremely inconvenient to 
hold the nail with the hand; and the inven 
tion consists, essentially, in the magnetic ham 
mer-head provided with certain grooves to 
receive the nail-shank, and provided with a 
bearing for its head, so as to readily accom 
plish the object just specified, all substan 
tially as will be hereinafter described, and 
then more particularly pointed out in the an 
nexed claim. 
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In the accompanying drawings, illustrating 
my invention, Figure 1 is a reverse plan view 
of the head of the hammer removed from its 
handle. Fig. 2 is a cross-section of the same, 
showing one of the grooves with which I pro 
vide it. Fig. 3 is an outline elevational view 
of the hammer, a nail carried by the head 
thereof, and a wall or object into which the 
nail is being driven, said view delineating the 
mode of using my improved hammer. 

Eike letters of reference denote correspond 
ing parts throughout the different figures. 
A denotes the head of any ordinary ham 

lmer having the usual eye a, adapted to receive 
the end of the handle B, and having also the 
usual claw b, and the shank c, the end of 
which forms the driving-face of the hammer. 

In carrying my invention into practical 
effect I take any kind of an ordinary ham 
mer-head like the one just described, or one 
of any similar pattern, and first Ithoroughly 
magnetize the end or shank portion c, Which 
has the driving-face. This may be magnet 
ized in any usual and desirable manner, the 
magnetic quality thereof being powerful 

enough to enable the head to pick up any 
ordinary nail with which it might come into 
proximity. - 
The under side of the head of the hammer is 

provided with alongitudinal grooved, running 
from the face of the head to a point near the 
eye C, this groove being of a sufficientsize and 
depth to receive enough of the shank of any 
ordinary nail to keep said nail in position, sp 
that when the nail is located in the groove 
the magnetic attraction of the head may 
draw the nail into the grooved and locate it 
longitudinally therein with its point project 
ing beyond the face of the head, in the man 
ner shown in Fig. 3, and the magnetic attrac 
tion will serve to hold the nail in its position. 
The hammer can then be lifted and the nail 
will not fall away from the head. 
The head is not only provided with the lon 

gitudinal grooved, but also with several par 
allel transverse grooves e, e, e, and e. I 
have thus shown four of them by way of ex 
ample only. There may be any number of 
them. These transverse grooves are soformed 
that their inner sides-that is to say, their 
walls, which are nearest to the eye a-may 
form bearings against which the head of the 
nail may be firmly situated, as indicated in 
Fig. 3. The other sides of the grooves slope 
and are inclined outwardly. The purpose of 
having several transverse grooves is to ac 
commodate nails of different lengths and 
sizes. Thus a short nail might have its head 
bearing against the side of the groove e, 
while a large nail might be required to be 
held so as to have its head against the wall 
of the groove e. 
The mode of using my improved hammer 

will be evident from the foregoing. When 
a nail has been located in the longitudinal 
groove d with its head against one of the 
bearing-surfaces, the user of the hammer can, 
by grasping the handle B, start the nail into 
the object into which he desires to drive the 
same by simply giving a quick, sharp blow 
of the hammer. He can then disengage the 
hammer from the nail and continue the driv 
ing of the latter by using the face of the 
hammer. In this way nails can be driven in 
many places which otherwise could not be 
reached, for it is evident that with this ham 
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lmer the head not only holds but drives the 
nail, and, therefore, a nail can be driven at 
any point to which the user can lift the head 
of the hammer. With the ordinary hammer 
it is impossible to drive higher than a per 
son can reach with his hand, for he must hold 
the nail with one hand and drive with the 
other; but with my improved hammer the 
length of the arm is supplemented by the 
length of the hammer, and the consequent 
advantage is derived. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

In a hammer, the magnetized head having 
on its under side a longitudinal groove to re 
ceive the shank of the nail, and transverse 
grooves to receive the head thereof, so as to 
accommodate nails of different sizes, substan 
tially as described. 

In testimony whereofI affix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

FREDERICK G. STARIK. 

Witnesses: 
JESSE B. PATTEE, 
B. P. CILLEY. 

  


